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SSSSPPPPEEEECCCCIIIIAAAALLLL    NNNNOOOOTTTTEEEE    TTTTOOOO    TTTTHHHHEEEE    SSSSTTTTUUUUDDDDEEEENNNNTTTT::::
Please note that this syllabus is a contract between you and the instructor of
this course.  Your decision to stay in this course is a statement that you are
agreeing to abide by the policies described in this syllabus.  If you don’t agree
with these policies, or you think that you cannot conduct yourself according to
them, you are strongly encouraged to take this course from another professor.
 
TTTTEEEEXXXXTTTTBBBBOOOOOOOOKKKK::::

Required: Myers. Exploring Psychology. 8h Edition with PsychPortal Access
***PsychPortal is required – all assignments are to be submitted on
PsychPortal***
 
Please see handout for instructions to get PsychPortal Access.
 
PPPPUUUURRRRPPPPOOOOSSSSEEEE::::
The purpose of this course is to provide a survey of the discipline of psychology. 
This course also may fulfill general education and/or lower division
requirements.
 
OOOOBBBBJJJJEEEECCCCTTTTIIIIVVVVEEEESSSS::::
KKKKnnnnoooowwwwlllleeeeddddggggeeee    ooooffff    tttthhhheeee    VVVVaaaarrrriiiioooouuuussss    AAAArrrreeeeaaaassss    ooooffff    PPPPssssyyyycccchhhhoooollllooooggggyyyy
You will find that the field of psychology is diverse and constantly growing.  It
is expected that you will leave this course with a general knowledge of the
field.
 
DDDDeeeevvvveeeellllooooppppmmmmeeeennnntttt     ooooffff    CCCCrrrriiiittttiiiiccccaaaallll    TTTThhhhiiiinnnnkkkkiiiinnnngggg    SSSSkkkkiiiillllllllssss
The ability to think and evaluate incoming information critically is a highly
valuable skill. There will be many opportunities over the course of this class to
begin or continue developing this ability.
 
    
PPPPeeeerrrrssssoooonnnnaaaallll    DDDDeeeevvvveeeellllooooppppmmmmeeeennnntttt
Here is where we hope that the knowledge learned and critical thinking will



carry over into your everyday life.  It is difficult, if not impossible, for the
principles learned in this course not to affect and enhance your daily
functioning.
 

GGGGRRRRAAAADDDDIIIINNNNGGGG::::
All students have the potential to earn an “A” in this course.  There is no effort
by the instructor to grade according to a “bell curve.”  All students will be
graded according to the following point system:
 
MMMMooooddddaaaalllliiiittttyyyy                                                                PPPPooooiiiinnnntttt     VVVVaaaalllluuuueeee                                                PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt     ooooffff    TTTToooottttaaaallll    GGGGrrrraaaaddddeeee
EEEExxxxaaaammmm    IIII                                           150                                        15
EEEExxxxaaaammmm    IIIIIIII                               150                                        15
EEEExxxxaaaammmm    IIIIIIIIIIII                             150                                        15
EEEExxxxaaaammmm    IIIIVVVV                              150                                        15
EEEExxxxaaaammmm    VVVV                                150                                        15
RRRReeeesssseeeeaaaarrrrcccchhhh    PPPPaaaarrrrttttiiiicccciiiippppaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    100                                        10
11110000    MMMMaaaasssstttteeeerrrryyyy    QQQQuuuuiiiizzzzzzzzeeeessss                 150                                        15
TTTToooottttaaaallll                                    1000                                      100   
 
A 920+, A-900-919, B+ 880-899, B 820-879, B- 800-819, C+ 780-799, C 720-779, C-
700-719, D+ 680-699, D 620-679, D- 600-619, E 0-599
 
EEEExxxxaaaammmmssss:    
The exams will consist of multiple-choice questions.  They are not
comprehensive, and will be designed to last approximately 50 minutes.
 
You will be able to access the exams on WSU’s ChiTester system in any WSU
Testing Center.  Each exam will be available to you from the beginning of the
semester until the deadline noted on your course outline and in PsychPortal. 
Please note that you will need to bring a picture ID (e.g. drivers license, WSU
ID) and arrive at least 1 hour prior to closing time in order to be allowed to
take the exam.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you know the hours
of operation for the WSU Testing Center you intend to use.  Failure to follow
these guidelines does not constitute a sufficient excuse to take an exam late
without penalty. 
 
**If you are taking this class in an online format, and you live far away from
any WSU testing center, you will need to go to WSU Online to arrange for a
remote proctor.  This can take a few days, so you will need to start this process
at the beginning of the term.**
 
Since you will be able to access the exams from any computer for such a long



period of time, late exams will result in a 20% penalty unless the circumstances
are extremely dire and well-documented (e.g. a doctor’s note).  It will be your
responsibility to contact me PPPPRRRROOOOMMMMPPPPTTTTLLLLYYYY to discuss postponing an exam, and
the exam MMMMUUUUSSSSTTTT be completed wwwwiiiitttthhhhiiiinnnn    2222    bbbbuuuussssiiiinnnneeeessssssss    ddddaaaayyyyssss    ooooffff    tttthhhheeee    cccclllloooossssiiiinnnngggg    ddddaaaatttteeee or
you will receive a zero.  The decision to allow postponement of an exam or
whether to impose a penalty is at the sole discretion of the instructor.        
 

MMMMaaaasssstttteeeerrrryyyy    QQQQuuuuiiiizzzzzzzzeeeessss
Mastery Quizzes for each chapter will be available on PsychPortal.  Each quiz
will be available from the beginning of the semester until the date noted on
the course outline.  You will have unlimited time to complete each assignment,
and you can repeat each assignment as many times as you need to get the
score you want.  You will be able to access the assignments from any computer
that has an internet connection.  Since you will have so much time to complete
the assignments, and since you have tremendous flexibility in terms of where
you work on them, late assignments will NNNNOOOOTTTT be accepted.
 
RRRReeeesssseeeeaaaarrrrcccchhhh    PPPPaaaarrrrttttiiiicccciiiippppaaaattttiiiioooonnnn
Ten percent of your grade will be based on participating is research
experiments conducted by psychology faculty and students.  Your instructor
will circulate a handout explaining the policy for this.  All research
participation MUST be completed by the date listed on your course outline. 
Please see the Research Participation handout for details on completing this
requirement.
 
EEEExxxxttttrrrraaaa    CCCCrrrreeeeddddiiiitttt::::
Various extra credit opportunities may be offered throughout the semester. 
These may consist of psychologically related activities on campus or in the
community.  Your instructor will announce these opportunities in class and on
PsychPortal.  Extra credit opportunities will be offered to the entire class only. 
Your instructor will NNNNOOOOTTTT extend special opportunities for extra credit to people
on an individualized basis.  The deadline for extra credit assignments can be
found on your course outline.  LLLLaaaatttteeee    eeeexxxxttttrrrraaaa    ccccrrrreeeeddddiiiitttt    aaaassssssssiiiiggggnnnnmmmmeeeennnnttttssss    wwwwiiiillllllll    nnnnooootttt    bbbbeeee
aaaacccccccceeeepppptttteeeedddd....
 
MMMMIIIISSSSCCCCEEEELLLLLLLLAAAANNNNEEEEOOOOUUUUSSSS::::
While every effort will be made to adhere to the course outline, all times, topics,
and subjects covered will be at the professor’s discretion and could change at
any time.  Advance notice will be given if a change is necessary.
 
From time to time, your instructor may need to be absent to participate in a
professional conference.  Please note that such participation is part of your



instructor’s job.  If such an absence is necessary, you will be notified of it and
any changes to the course schedule as soon as possible.
 
Your instructor uses the gradebook through PsychPortal.  You are strongly
encouraged to check your grades on a regular basis to ensure that you are
properly receiving credit for your work.  It is much easier to correct errors
during the semester.  If you notice an error, your instructor will be happy to
correct it once you provide evidence of the mistake.  PPPPlllleeeeaaaasssseeee    kkkkeeeeeeeepppp    eeeevvvveeeerrrryyyytttthhhhiiiinnnngggg
yyyyoooouuuurrrr    iiiinnnnssssttttrrrruuuuccccttttoooorrrr    rrrreeeettttuuuurrrrnnnnssss    ttttoooo    yyyyoooouuuu,,,,    aaaassss    tttthhhhiiiissss    wwwwiiiillllllll    bbbbeeee    tttthhhheeee    oooonnnnllllyyyy    pppprrrrooooooooffff    yyyyoooouuuu    hhhhaaaavvvveeee
tttthhhhaaaatttt    yyyyoooouuuu    ccccoooommmmpppplllleeeetttteeeedddd    aaaannnn    aaaassssssssiiiiggggnnnnmmmmeeeennnntttt....
 

Technology now makes it possible for your instructor to communicate with the
entire class at once.  If I need to cancel a class because of illness, or if I need to
make a last-minute announcement, I will contact the class as a whole.  I
recommend that you check your PsychPortal account on a regular basis to
receive these announcements.
 
It is the instructor’s expectation that the work you submit is in fact your work. 
Cheating on exams or plagiarizing work on papers or presentations will result
in immediate failure of the course, as well as other possible disciplinary
action.  Plagiarism is representing the work of someone else as your own by
taking sentences, paragraphs, or sections from other sources without using
quotation marks or appropriate references.  Please consult the instructor if you
have any questions about appropriate referencing of material.
 
Appropriate classroom behavior is vital to a productive learning environment. 
Behaviors such as a) arriving late, b) leaving early, c) holding private
conversations, d) sleeping, e) reading other material, f) playing games with or
communicating via cell phone or PDA, or g) doing other work are very rude
and distracting to the instructor and your peers.  The same principle holds
true for cell phones and pagers going off in class.  The instructor will intervene
with such behaviors as appropriate.  If they persist, offending students will be
encouraged to drop the course.
 
    
    
    
DDDDiiiissssaaaabbbbiiiilllliiiittttyyyy    NNNNoooottttiiiicccceeee::::    
Any student needing accommodations or services due to a learning disability
must contact the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) at 801-626-6413. 
The office is located in Room 181 of the Student Services Center.
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