In the Year 2019: WSU, World, Culturally

2019 was a year of "groundbreaking" momentum for Weber State University, characterized by massive
investments in engineering, a shift in university leadership, and historic success on the football field.

Leadership and New Frontiers

¢ Inauguration of Brad Mortensen: In early 2019, Brad Mortensen was officially inaugurated as the 13th
president of Weber State. He succeeded F. Ann Millner and Chuck Wight, focusing his early tenure on
community "anchoring” and expanding the university's reach into Davis County. [source]

e The Noorda Gift & Building: One of the biggest news items of the year was the Utah State Legislature’s
approval of $50 million (combined with a massive private gift from the Ray & Tye Noorda Foundation) to
build the Noorda Engineering, Applied Science & Technology Building. This replaced the outdated
Technical Education Building and signaled WSU's commitment to the regional aerospace and tech
industry. [source]

e Davis Campus Expansion: In May 2019, the university broke ground on the Computer & Automotive
Engineering Building at the WSU Davis campus in Layton, a $20 million project designed to meet the high
demand for tech graduates in that area. [source]

Athletics: The "Cat" dominance
2019 is remembered as one of the greatest years in the history of Weber State Football.

e Quarterfinal Victory: Under coach Jay Hill, the Wildcats advanced to the NCAA FCS Semifinals for the
first time in school history after a thrilling quarterfinal win against Montana at a snowy Stewart Stadium.
[source}

o National Recognition: Defensive end Jonah Williams was named the Big Sky Defensive Player of the
Year, leading a defense that was ranked among the best in the nation. [source]

Campus Culture

e Lindquist Hall Opens: In January 2019, the university officially opened the renovated Lindquist Hall (the
Social Science building). It featured state-of-the-art labs for anthropology and criminal justice, as well as
the new Hurst Center for Public Service. [source]

e Outdoor Adventure Center: In October 2019, WSU broke ground on the Outdoor Adventure & Welcome
Center. This facility was designed to house the university's massive equipment rental program and a 55-
foot climbing wall, reinforcing WSU'’s identity as an "outdoor-focused" campus. [source]

Sustainability Milestone

e Solar Expansion: Continuing its goal to be carbon neutral by 2040, WSU expanded its solar arrays and
continued transitioning the campus fleet to electric vehicles, maintaining its status as a national leader in
campus sustainability. [source]



https://www.weber.edu/aboutwsu/timeline.html#:%7E:text=In%202011%2C%20WSU%20receives%20an,housing%20project%20Wildcat%20Village%20opens.
https://www.weber.edu/WSUToday/2019_Archives.html#:%7E:text=The%20Utah%20State%20Legislature%20appropriated,Government%20Shutdown%20on%20Northern%20Utah
https://www.weber.edu/east/davis.html#:%7E:text=Calendar,Approximately%2050%2C%20000%20square%20feet.
https://www.deseret.com/sports/2019/12/14/21003186/weber-state-makes-school-history-beats-montana-17-10-to-advance-to-fcs-semifinals/#:%7E:text=OGDEN%20%E2%80%94%20The%20Weber%20State%20Wildcats,tournament's%20final%20four%20on%20Dec.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRzU_jeB4wg#:%7E:text=Jonah%20Williams%20%2D%20Weber%20State%202019,third%2Dstraight%20Big%20Sky%20title.
https://www.weber.edu/wsumagazine/spring2019/lindquisthall.html#:%7E:text=Lindquist%20Hall%20is%20the%20new%20name%20for,a%20LEED%20Gold%20rating%20for%20energy%20efficiency
https://www.weber.edu/wsutoday/091919_adventurecenter.html#:%7E:text=Outdoor%20Adventure%20and%20Welcome%20Center,8%20at%204%20p.m.
https://apps.weber.edu/wsuimages/sustainability/Plans%20and%20Reports/CarbonPlan_2022final.pdf?_ga=2.153569592.1024035345.167095#:%7E:text=WSU's%205%2Dpoint%20strategy%20to,for%20carbon%20neutrality%20by%202050.

2019: Protests and Impeachment

Hong Kong Protests: Massive demonstrations erupted in Hong Kong over a proposed extradition bill,
sparking a long-running pro-democracy movement.

First Image of a Black Hole: The Event Horizon Telescope released the first-ever photograph of a black
hole, specifically the supermassive black hole.

Notre-Dame Fire: A massive fire severely damaged the historic Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, resulting
in the collapse of its spire.

2019: The "Endgame" Era

Film: Avengers: Endgame became the highest-grossing film of all time (briefly), concluding over a
decade of Marvel storytelling.

Music: "Old Town Road" by Lil Nas X broke the record for the most weeks at #1 on the Billboard Hot 100,
fueled largely by TikTok.

Streaming: Disney+ launched, significantly shifting the "streaming wars" as everyone raced to own their
own content.
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