
Introduction
The Center for Community Engaged Learning 
(CCEL) Research Extension conducted a literature 
review on on home visitation programs for the 
Ogden Civic Action Network (OgdenCAN). 
Students at the Research Extension compiled 
research into a report on program 
implementation in schools and  outcomes of home 
visitation programs. 

Purpose
OgdenCAN works with other Ogden-based 
organizations to improve the lives of marginalized 
residents (impoverished, low-skilled, low-income, 
etc.) through “cradle-to-career” supports. The 
report focuses on providing elementary, junior 
high, and high school students with supports via 
home visitation. The student research assistants 
(RAs) focused on the following questions for 
implementing and evaluating outcomes of home 
visitation programs:

• How are successful programs implemented?

• Does home visitation affect academic 
performance and school attendance?

• Does home visitation promote parental 
involvement?

• Are there population-specific concerns when 
conducting home visits? 

Methods 
The methods used to conduct the literature review 
are described below:

• The RA’s conducted database searches 
(Academic Search Premier, Google Scholar, 
What Works Clearinghouse) on home visitation 
programs, best practices of a home visitation 
program, general outcomes of home visitation, 
and specific outcomes of home visitation 
(student-teacher relationships, parental 
involvement, academic achievement, 
attendance, etc.)

• This yielded 120 pertinent articles, which were 
used to write the literature review.

• The Research Extension distributed the 
following report to the community partners 
(OgdenCAN and OSD) for implementation of 
home visitation programs.
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Main Findings
The following are some of the many best 
practices for home visitation programs

● Training by someone with experience in 
home visitations on logistics, concerns 
with visiting families, family 
engagement, program benefits, difficult 
situation, etc. 

● Program logistics discussed well in 
advance of the program’s anticipated 
start date. 

● Translators for  families who are ELL,  
or english-language-learners 

● Conversation topics that teachers can 
use during home visits 

● Teacher reflections on visiting the 
student’s family--what went well, what 
could be better, things that surprised 
them, etc. 

● School administration involvement in 
the program 

● Promoting flexibility in dealing with 
family situations 

Outcomes of home visitation programs 
can be educational, 
interpersonal/relational, or unexpected 
outcomes. 

Educational
● Higher grades, GPA, and standardized 

test scores 
● Increased attendance 
● Increased graduation rates 
● Fewer behavioral referrals 

Interpersonal/Relational
● Parent/family engagement 
● Relationship-building 
● Access to equitable opportunities 

Unexpected Outcomes
● Outcomes not otherwise found in the 

literature or contrary to previous 
findings

Final Considerations
It is important to tailor the visit to the student 
population. Certain situational factors may 
influence how a teacher interacts with a family, 
such as 

• The student’s age 

• The family’s socio-economic status 

• Whether a family contains people who are ELL 
or undocumented 

• The culture that the family is from 

Implications
Ogden School District is currently implementing 
home visitations for students in their schools. The 
RAs demonstrated skills necessary to conduct a 
literature review and coordinate with community 
partners 

Limitations
This study is not an exhaustive search of the 
literature. There may be other best practices or 
outcomes of home visitation programs that the 
researchers did not find. 

References
Baeder, A. (2010). Stepping into students’ worlds. Educational Leadership, 67(5), 56-60. Retrieved from 
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/feb10/vol67/num05/Stepping-into-Students'-Worlds.as
px

Balfanz, R., & Byrnes, V. (2012). The importance of being in school: A report on absenteeism in the nation’s 
public schools. Johns Hopkins University Center for Social Organization of Schools. Retrieved from 
https://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/FINALChronicAbsenteeismReport_May16.pdf. 

Gee, K.A. (2018). Minding the gaps in absenteeism: Disparities in absenteeism by race/ethnicity, poverty, and 
disability. Journal of Education for Students Placed at Risk, 23(1-2), 204-208. DOI: 
10.1080/10824669.2018.1428610.

Gobeyn, J. (2018). Caring for undocumented immigrants. Nursing 2018, 48(8), 54-57. 
DOI-10.1097/01.NURSE.0000542469.30330.13

Kronholz, J. (2016). Teacher home visits: School-family partnerships foster student success. Education Next, 
16(3), 16+. Retrieved from 
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=ogde72764&id=GALE|A455093021&v=2.1&it=r&sid=AONE&asid=
8777385a

Li, A., & Fischer, M.J. (2017). Advantaged/Disadvantaged school neighborhoods, parental networks, and 
parental involvement at elementary school. Sociology of Education, 90(4), 355-377. DOI: 
10.1177/0038040717732332.

McKnight, K., Venkateswaran, N., Laird, J., Robles, J., & Shalev, T. (2017). Mindset shifts and parent teacher 
home visits. Parent Teacher Home Visits. Retrieved from 
http://www.pthvp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/171030-MindsetShiftsandPTHVReportFINAL.pdf

Meyer, J.A., Mann, M.B., & Becker, J. (2011). A five-year follow-up: Teachers’ perceptions of the benefits of 
home visits for early elementary children. Early Childhood Education Journal, 39, 191-196. DOI 
10.1007/s10643-011-0461-1. 

Olszewski-Kubilius, P., & Corwith, S. (2018). Poverty, academic achievement, and giftedness: A literature 
review. Gifted Child Quarterly, 62(1), 37-55. DOI: 10.1177/0016986217738015.

Rosinsky, K., Madill, R., Supplee, L., Shaw, S., Li, W., Cantrell, E., Stearns, R., Bashara, S., & Gutowski, T. 
(2019). Assessment and mapping of community connections in home visiting. Office of Planning, Research, 
and Evaluation. Retrieved from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/.

Sheldon, S.B., & Jung, S. (2018). Student outcomes and parent teacher home visits. Parent Teacher Home 
Visits. Retrieved from 
http://www.pthvp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/18-11-30-Student-Outcomes-and-PTHV-Report-FINAL.pdf

Stetson, R., Stetson, E., Sinclair, B., & Nix, K. (2012). Home visits: Teacher reflections about relationships, 
student behavior, and achievement. Issues in Teacher Education, 21(1), 21-37. Retrieved from 
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ986814.pdf

Teaching Tolerance. (2017). Home visits. Teaching Tolerance. Retrieved from 
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2017/home-visits

Venkateswaran, N., Laird, J., Robles, J., & Jeffries, J. (2018). Parent teacher home visits implementation study. 
Parent Teacher Home Visits. Retrieved from 
http://www.pthvp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/180904-PTHVImplementationStudyReportESFINAL.pdf

Vesely, C., Brown, E., & Mehta, S. (2017). Developing cultural humility through experiential learning: How home 
visits transform early childhood preservice educators’ attitudes for engaging families. Journal of Early Childhood 
Teacher Education, 38(3), 242-258. https://doi.org/10.1080/10901027.2017.1345805

Whyte, K., & Karabon, A. (2016).Transforming teacher-family relationships: Shifting roles and perceptions of 
home visits through the Funds of Knowledge approach. Early Years, 36(2), 207-221. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09575146.2016.1139546

Wright, K., Shields, S., Black, K., & Waxman, H. (2018). The effects of teacher home visits on student behavior, 
student academic achievement, and parent involvement. School Community Journal, 28(1), 67-90. Retrieved 
from https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1184921.pdf


