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On StandardNET:

RED INK AND THE 
POSTAL SERVICE: The 
Washington Post editorial 
board criticizes the decision 
by the U.S. Postal Service to 
back away from its plan to 
stop Saturday delivery.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

It wasn’t too long ago that employ-
ees at Hill Air Force Base wor-
ried that the recent sequestration 
budget cuts would cost them 22 

paid days. That fear has been reduced. 
The planned work furloughs were cut 
to 14 days, and may even be reduced 
to seven. Apparently, the feds may be 
learning how to live with a little less 
money.

However, any non-paid work fur-
lough is a tough challenge for the 
many middle-class workers at Hill 
Air Force Base. And there are other 
federal employees, such as those who 
work for the Internal Revenue Service 
in Ogden, who may see fewer hours 
of paid employment. Fourteen days 
furlough is almost three weeks of pay. 
Even if the HAFB furlough turns out to 
be seven days, there are few of us who 
can easily absorb the loss of a week-
plus in wages. 

The effects of a work furlough will 
extend beyond the personal budgets 
of the employees. Top of Utah busi-
nesses, particularly those located next 
to the Hill base, will likely feel the ef-
fects. Budget-stretching will become a 
requisite for many of our Top of Utah 

neighbors.
One example of budget-stretching 

that may occur was reported to this 
newspaper by Bette Parkin, a full-time 
Department of Defense employee at 
Hill who is anticipating a smaller pay-
check this summer due to the seques-
ter. One cut she’s mulling over that will 
effect the extended local economy is 
stopping weekly visits to her favorite 
restaurant. Add that loss of dollars to 
the thousands of families affected who 
rely on a HAFB paycheck, and one can 
see how sequester affects us locally.

When any bleak economic event oc-
curs, preparation is always important. 
Employees who may lose paychecks, as 
well as others who are affected by the 
loss of discretionary income, need to be 
prepared. Local financial institutions, as 
well as financial advisers, can provide 
good advice. Zions Bank, for example, 
has announced a Furlough Assistance 
Program to help minimize the impact of 
sequester-related income losses.

Furloughs happen, and budgets al-
ways need to be balanced. Preparation, 
thrift and having the best knowledge 
of how to deal with a tighter wallet or 
purse is essential in these times.

Of furloughs and budgets

Last week I heard a minor ruckus 
in my outer office. A student was 
chomping at the bit to get registered 

for the next semester. The student knew the 
classes he wanted to take, and he was a little 
frustrated that he would need to wait a while 
before completing his 
registration.

This student was 
clearly fueled by a 
passion for learning that 
professors love to see in 
young college students. 
But, this student was not 
young. He appeared to be a 
septuagenarian, or perhaps 
an octogenarian. He was 
also part of a special 
program.

Utah Code 53B allows 
“Utah residents who have 
reached 62 years of age 
to enroll at [any state university] in classes 
for which they may be qualified on the 
basis of surplus space.” The code continues, 
“These persons are exempt from tuition 
and other charges except” for 
a registration fee. At WSU, this 
means that anyone age 62, or 
over, may take a class for a fee 
of $10.00.

As the Utah Code states, 
space needs to be available. This 
means that regular students who 
are paying full tuition receive 
the first preference when it 
comes to registration. The code 
also indicates that students need 
to be qualified for the class they 
want to take. In simple terms, 
this means that a student needs 
to complete Physics I before 
moving on to Physics II. Other 
than those two qualifications, 
virtually any class at WSU is 
open to any senior citizen willing 
to pay the $10 fee.

I have spoken with a dozen 
retirees who are taking advantage of this 
program. I find it interesting that all of the 
participants I have talked with have focused 
their studies on philosophy, political science, 
history, languages, science, theatre, and the 
classics. I haven’t spoken to a single senior 
citizen utilizing this program to study a 

professional field. Apparently, the seniors 
prefer reading Plato over contemplating the 
four Ps of marketing.

These folks utilizing Utah Code 53B 
have lived full lives and are well positioned 
to reflect upon the things worth knowing. 

Virtually all have made 
the decision to focus 
their studies on the 
liberal arts. This fact 
reminds me of one of 
my favorite quotes 
from Robert Maynard 
Hutchins who served 
as president of the 
University of Chicago 
for more than two 
decades. 

Educated as an 
attorney, Hutchins 
viewed his own 
college education as 

inadequate. He had not read the “Great 
Books” before he was assigned to teach 
a college course on the “Great Books.” 
Recognizing the deficiencies in his own 

education, he quickly 
remedied the deficits 
through extensive 
reading. 

Writing about the 
purpose of education, 
Hutchins contended: “The 
liberal arts are not merely 
indispensable; they are 
unavoidable. Nobody 
can decide for himself 
whether he is going to 
be a human being. The 
only question open to him 
is whether he will be an 
ignorant, undeveloped 
one, or one who has sought 
to reach the highest point 
he is capable of attaining. 
The question, in short, is 
whether he will be a poor 
liberal artist or a good 

one.”
Weber State’s oldest students are using 

their golden years to study the liberal arts 
in order to reach the highest point they are 
capable of attaining. Many of Weber State’s 
younger students could learn something 
from their example.

Reaching the highest point  
in the golden years

Weber State’s 

oldest students are 

using their golden 

years to study 

the liberal arts in 

order to reach the 

highest point they 

are capable of 

attaining.

Editor,
Call me the devil’s advocate, 

but there are some cases in 
the news lately that have 
unbelievably bothered me. 

The first case regards 
Matthew Stewart. Imagine 
being asleep in your house 
at night and being awakened 
by shouting and doors 
being kicked in and mass 
confusion. The first thing 
anybody would do is defend 
themselves. Imagine how 
different the outcome could 
have been had they not 
approached the situation in 
this aggressive manner. I am 
truly sorry that a cop was 
killed, but maybe we should 
put the blame where it is 
due.  

Matthew Stewart was put 
in this unbelievable situation 
trying to defend himself and 
now faces the harsh reality. 
Was it necessary to barge in 
like that? Many lives were 
altered that day, including 
his. He will never get a fair 
trial in Utah. It makes me 
sick (April 4, “Judge rejects 
claim death penalty is 
unconstitutional”).  

The second case is the 
Pineview boating accident 
that took the life of Esther 
Fujimoto (April 1, “Civil 
suit on swimmer’s death to 
address her alleged near-

misses”). This was a tragedy 
for all involved. Had she 
been in an area designated 
for swimming, the encounter 
would never have happened. 
I have read that she was 
notorious for swimming out 
of bounds. Boundaries are 
put in place for a reason. If 
you swim where boats are 
allowed, the consequences 
can only be bad. 

Should the three young 
men have handled it 
differently? Of course, 
but this would not have 
happened if she had been 
swimming where it was safe. 
I don’t feel like these three 
young men deserve to be in 
jail. This was not intentional, 
and she put herself in harm’s 
way. 

It sounds cruel to place 
the blame on her, which is 
not what I am trying to do, 
but she is partly responsible 
and put herself at risk. It 
is very unfortunate for 
all involved. She lost her 
life, but they will live with 
this forever. These cases 
should serve as wake-up 
calls for all concerned. Pay 
attention to rules. Do away 
with excessive force unless 
absolutely necessary. Most 
tragedies are avoidable. 

Debbie Patterson
Roy

Tragedies with Stewart, Fujimoto avoidable

Editor,
Regarding the editorial 

of March 25, “Do we want 
Ogden pools?” It wasn’t that 
long ago we increased our 
property taxes by voting 
for a $96 million bond to 
build and repair our schools. 
Additionally, $9 million 
in donations was given 
to complete Ogden High 
School. 

During the public tour, 
everyone gazed upward 
in awe of the gold-flecked, 
hand-painted ceilings, while 
on the floors lay stacks of 
older “used” books. Where 
are the priorities? Why was 
not the costs for bleachers 
and pools included in the 
bond? 

The “sinkhole” of concern 
is obviously not the pools, 
rather the unquenchable 
appetite for “aesthetic 
improvements” and 
mismanagement by our 
school board. 

In a poor economy, in a 
town saturated with a blue-
collar work force, why must 
one generation of taxpayers 

be laden with the entire 
burden? And, when have we 
ever seen our taxes reduced 
afterward?

As for organizations 
using our public pools, 
consider using Lorin Farr or 
the Marshall White Center. 
Pay the racket club or a 
gym. 

I’m a 42-year resident, 
and a senior citizen. Over 
half my taxes pay for 
schools, and it has been 25 
years since my children 
attended. I’ve long since 
paid for their education. 

Unfortunately, large 
families who get state 
tax breaks and waive 
fees for lunches, books, 
registrations, etc., keep 
riding on the backs of 
others.This plays a major 
part in creating a deficit for 
much-needed funding.

Buy books! Offer better 
pay for better teachers! 
Raise the bar by refocusing 
on educating! Stop this 
insanity and vote “no!”

Patricia Boor-Stevens
Ogden

Let’s use other community pools; vote ‘no’ 

Editor,
Utah House Bill 

395, Veterans Affairs 
Amendments, which was 
signed into law on March 27, 
changes the functions of 
the Utah Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

In my opinion, this tells 
170,000 veterans in the state 
of Utah, we don’t count. 
Representative Greg Hughes 
is the individual who wrote 
this bill and is sponsoring the 
changes to take place, and I 
definitely would not vote for 
this individual if I was in his 
district. 

This office, under its 
current administration, 
received federal funding 
for three Veterans Nursing 
Homes assisting those who 
are in need, plus brought 
in millions of dollars to the 
state to build, hire and run 
these facilities. 

HB395 is directing the 
office to change its main 
functions, instead of helping 
us veterans, they want to 
bring new companies in. 
Veterans Affairs is supposed 
to support veterans and not 
worry about bringing in new 
companies, which is exactly 
what this bill says. 

This is nothing but 
politics, and we veterans are 
being forgotten, again. 

Are we going back to the 
1950s?

Jim Kopecky
West Point

Utah HB395 changes 
functions of VA 


