
Since moving to Ogden more than 30 
years ago, I have covered almost 
every block of the city on foot or 

bicycle or some other form of locomotion. 
Many of my outings led to serendipitous 
discoveries. For example, I found my 
current home after a cross country ski 
outing on the east bench when the path I 
chose at the end of the day dropped me 
onto a charming residential street that I 
had never seen before. One of the benefits 
of self-powered transportation is that you 
have time to notice details that the speed 
of an automobile obscures.

If you have walked or jogged or biked 
through much of Ogden, you know that the 
city is rather diverse. Indeed, I have heard 
many people say that they moved to Ogden 
because they were 
attracted by the city’s 
diversity.

With the power of 
the Internet, anyone 
can access micro-level 
census data that gives 
some insight into the 
demographic diversity 
of the city. To provide 
some insight into the 
nature of Ogden’s 
diverse population, I 
want to take you on a 
virtual jog across the 
city.

We will start the run 
at Weber State University’s Swenson Gym, 
where I have started many actual runs. 
As we run up Country Hills, Lakeview 
and Beus Drive, toward the Bonneville 
Shoreline Trail, we find ourselves in one 
of Ogden’s classiest locales. Average 
household income in this neighborhood 
is $123,977. The unemployment rate 
among residents is almost non-existent; 
99 percent of neighborhood’s workforce is 
employed.

A brief jog along the Shoreline Trail 
brings us to the 22nd Street trailhead. 
As we exit the trail onto 22nd and 
Buchanan Ave., we find ourselves in one 
of Ogden’s typical, middle-class, east 
bench neighborhoods. Here, average 
household income is $64,500. More than 
90 percent of the residents are white. The 
unemployment rate is less than 2 percent.

However, as we run west down 22nd 
Street, things begin to change. By the time 
we are able see the intersection of 22nd 
and Harrison Blvd., the average household 
income of residents has dropped to 
$43,690; the unemployment rate has risen 
to 4.2 percent.

When we cross Harrison, we enter 
a neighborhood where the majority of 
residents are non-white. The largest single 

ethnic group is Hispanic. Residents have 
an average household income of $38,000, 
and the unemployment rate is 5.8 percent.

When we reach 22nd and Washington 
Blvd., we find ourselves in a neighborhood 
where the unemployment rate is well 
above 10 percent, and average household 
income is $23,726. More than 20 percent of 
the residents live below the poverty level.

In terms of economic prosperity, 
Ogden is certainly diverse. Our jog was 
approximately the same distance as a 
weekend 10K run. A skilled runner could 
cover this distance in a little over half 
an hour. In this short time, we traveled 
from a neighborhood where the average 
household is more than twice the U.S. 
average to one where income is less than 

half the U.S. average.
A disproportionate 

number of Ogden 
residents lie at the 
bottom of the income 
spectrum. Looking 
at the entire city 
of Ogden, the most 
densely populated 
income category 
is comprised of 
households making 
$10,000 to $20,000. 
Slightly more than 
16 percent of Ogden 
residents fall into this 
category, which is more 

than those falling into any other category. 
Across the entire state, more Utahns fall 
into the $75,000 to $100,000 category than 
any other.

So, does our run end on “Desolation 
Row,” or is there a rainbow and pot of gold 
here somewhere? Actually, there is a ray 
of hope. 

According to a recent study done by a 
group of economists, the metropolitan area 
that encompasses Ogden has the highest 
rate of income mobility in the nation. In 
Ogden, and surrounding Northern Utah, 
children born into a household living in the 
bottom 20 percent will, on average, climb 
to the middle of the income distribution 
by the time they are working adults.  
Remarkably, children born into the bottom 
20 percent have an 11.5 percent chance 
of rising to the top 20 percent of income 
earners during their working career.

This means that a good number of 
those children living in Ogden households 
making $10,000 to $20,000 will follow a 
path that reverses the trajectory of our 
hypothetical run. They were born at the 
bottom of the hill, but they have a fair 
chance of climbing their way to the top. It 
will be interesting to see who they turn out 
to be.
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In today’s era of government’s 
spending too much and public 
debt rising in alarming numbers, 
good-faith audits of government 

agencies are welcome. An example of 
good government is an audit of Utah’s 
Division of Rehabilitation Services that 
discovered that the state could save up 
to $612,000 a year with better due dili-
gence and practices.

The Division of Rehabilitation Ser-
vices, which receives a lot of federal 
dollars, provides vocational rehabilita-
tion services to those with disabilities 
which prevent them having meaningful 
employment.

In a state budget that entails far 
more than $612,000, a cynic might call 
the sum tiny. We, however, have a lot of 
respect for $612,000. To paraphrase the 
famed author Tom Wolfe, in his novel, 
“A Man In Full,” find 50, 100 other ar-
eas in the stare where $612,000 can be 
saved a year, and we’ve accomplished 
a lot.

A chief recommendation of the audit 
is that the state division use the Medic-
aid rate of payment for its services, in 

place of its own rate structure, which is 
more expensive. Other financial prob-
lems the audit found include: 

• a recommendation that the divi-
sion mandate identification documents, 
including the right to work in the U.S., 
as part of its oversight,

• problems with direct authoriza-
tion policy expenditures, which need 
better oversight and controls. Almost 
$350,000 in expenditures over three 
years are questioned because no docu-
mentation for the expenses was found. 

DRS Director Russell Thelin says 
that many providers won’t accept 
Medicaid rates, classifying that as the 
reason for the higher rate paid. That’s 
something that needs to be worked out. 
Perhaps DRS officials can find an ac-
ceptable medium between the rate the 
audit notes, and the rate that most doc-
tors refuse to accept.

We hope state legislators will take 
the audit seriously and work hard to 
get costs down as a result. Such a re-
sult would be an example of officials, 
and pols, working hard to save public 
expenditures.

Audit = good government

Running the numbers since 
moving to Ogden 30 years ago
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Editor,
It’s that time again when 

kids are going back to school. 
In most cases, parents send 
their kids back to school be-
cause they both need a break 
from each other. Students 
will be taught math, English, 
history, science, and art. You 
might think that is where the 
learning stops, but you are 
wrong. You may not have real-
ized or thought that students 
are being taught life lessons 
that they will use for the rest 
of their lives. A couple of the 
life lessons are: how to get 
along with others and how to 
take care of yourself. Teach-
ers never have these life 
lessons written down in their 
lesson plans. They just are 
taught and learned naturally. 
Students are taught more les-
sons than you and I think.

McKayla Woods
North Ogden

Editor,
I don’t think it would do 

much good if we attack Syria. 
Those Middle Eastern coun-
tries just look for excuses to 
blame the U.S. for their prob-
lems. As far as humanitar-
ian aid, how about letting the 
United Nations handle that? 
They make a lot of noise in 
the United Nations but basi-
cally it is worthless, just like 
our Congress. 

We don’t need to send 
more of our military men and 
women into harm’s way for a 
useless cause. As a vet during 
the Vietnam war, I know what 
it means to fight for a unjust 
cause. We have to pay for the 
two wars the Bush boys got us 

into. Let these Middle Eastern 
countries handle their own 
problems. The president has 
to quit being a big brother to 
all these countries that have 
their hands out; let’s take care 
of the domestic issues here. 

I am sure most people 
are sick to death of these 
petty wars. Put our vets back 
to work here guarding the 
border from drug smug-
glers and people that get here 
but shouldn’t. Congress is 
so messed up they couldn’t 
agree on anything anyway, 
overpaid and underworked 
federal employees as they 
are.

Robert G. Checketts
Roy

Editor,
True conservatives oppose 

nanny-state policies. Obvious-
ly, I was wrong. What could 
be more pro-nanny-state than 
marijuana prohibition?

Beyond the fact that mari-
juana prohibition is counter-
productive and a complete 
waste of money, what about 
the right of adult citizens to 
be left alone - especially in the 
privacy of our own homes?

We don’t punish those who 
attempt suicide and survive. 
So why do we punish those 
who consume the wrong (po-
litically selected) recreational 
drugs? I don’t want my gov-
ernment attempting to pro-

tect me from myself. I want 
my government to protect me 
from those who want to harm 
me against my will.

Today, our nanny-state 
government tells us which 
recreational drugs we may or 
may not consume. Note that 
Viagra is OK, but marijuana 
is not. Note that nicotine is 
OK, but marijuana is not.

Tomorrow, our nanny-state 
government will tell us which 
foods we may or may not eat. 
Those who oppose the use of 
marijuana, medical or oth-
erwise, can opt to not buy it, 
grow it or use it.

Kirk Muse
Mesa, Ariz.

Editor,
While I believe the classic 

example of mudslinging is 
being observed currently 
in North Ogden, I’m hoping 
that the astute citizens of 
our dear city will not be 
swayed by size, placement, 
pontification, or buffoonery. 
Instead, I’m trusting they’ll 
do like me and vote for 
the candidates who know 
their mind and will act 
accordingly! Personally, 

I’ve known and worked 
with three of the candidates 
for North Ogden offices 
for 17 years. It’s a safe 
bet that those will be my 
vote-getters. The ones who 
I haven’t a clue as to how 
they’ll behave while in office, 
won’t!

Mudslinging does nothing 
but impair the view of 
reality!

Bill Treadway
North Ogden

Kids also learn ‘life 
lessons’ in school

N. Ogden’s mudslinging impairs reality

Attacking Syria a bad idea

Editor,
There was a time when 

the road areas in front of 
the firehouses in Ogden had 
signals. The yellow flashers 
served as reminders to 
motorists that the firehouses 
were near. And, the red 
lights were supposed to stop 
traffic when a fire truck was 
entering the road to answer 
a call.

Well, those signals were 
removed. And recently, when 

a truck was answering a call, 
it had to wait for the traffic 
to voluntarily stop. I was the 
first motorist to stop because 
I saw the truck there waiting 
with the flashers flashing. 
Was it my car stopped that 
the other motorists saw when 
they also stopped? Did they 
stop because I stopped? 

We really need to have 
those signals back.

Dallon Eugene Nye
Ogden

Flashing lights near firehouses needed

Editor,
While reading the paper 

it has come to my realization 
that using marijuana as a med-
icine could be a good thing. 
On the front page (Sept. 9th) 
there was an article about a 
mom wanting it to be legalized 
in liquid form to help her son 
(“Utah mother wants to see 
medical marijuana in liquid 
form treatment”). Medical re-
searchers are always looking 
for cures and new medicine. 

In the article it is stated 
that there are 18 states that 
have already legalized the use 
of marijuana as a medicine. 
The article also states that 
there are 100,000 Utahns who 
have epilepsy.  If other states 
are already using it, and it has 
shown improvement with pa-
tients, why aren’t we using it? 
It could be a very good thing 
for Utah, and I feel it is very 
important to be looked at and 
recognized by people. 

In my opinion, it wouldn’t 
be right to keep such a medi-
cal discovery from Utah. We 
should do what is going to help 
the people, regardless of reli-
gious, or anti-drug views.

Alyssa Bernal
North Ogden

Why not use medical 
marijuana if it works?

Nanny-state shouldn’t prohibit use of marijuana




