
During the first weekend in 
November, Ogden residents 
will rake the leaves that have 

accumulated in their yards. Families will 
snack on left-over Halloween candy. People 
will double check the 
date for setting the 
clocks back.

Yet, a group of 
entrepreneurs gathered 
in Ogden will have their 
eyes focused on a clock 
that doesn’t measure 
time in either standard 
time or daylight savings 
time. 

At 7:30p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 1, a 54-
hour clock will start 
counting down the 
minutes. When the time 
on the clock expires, 
several new businesses 
will have been created during an event 
knows as “Startup Weekend.”

Startup Weekend is a national 
entrepreneurship 
event that consists 
of a three-
day marathon 
where software 
programmers, 
product designers, 
marketers, 
and finance 
experts gather to 
conceptualize and 
actually launch 
businesses. 

On Thursday 
evening, the most 
aggressive of the 
participants will 
rush to pick up a 
microphone and 
describe their 
business concept 
to a group of 
strangers. The goal 
is to inspire the people in the room to join 
their team. Teams will be formed, and 
over Friday and Saturday, the teams will 
hone their business concepts and develop 
businesses. 

Indeed, Startup Weekends held in other 
cities have spawned actual businesses. 
As one example, the online marketing 
platform Zaarley was formed during a 
Startup Weekend in 2011, and the company 
has already attracted more than $14 million 
in investor capital.

On Saturday afternoon the event will 
conclude when the teams of entrepreneurs 
unveil their new businesses and receive 
feedback, criticism, and support from 
a panel of accomplished entrepreneurs 

and successful 
business people. 
Representatives from 
Google, Microsoft and 
other global companies 
will be flying to Ogden 
to take part in the 
event.

According to Alex 
Lawerence, Weber 
State University’s Vice 
Provost for Innovation 
and Economic 
Development: “Startup 
Weekend is the best 
tech event I’ve been to 
anywhere in the world. 
It’s amazing how the 

community comes together to go from idea 
to functioning business in only 54 hours.”

If the event was a singular event for 
Ogden, it would only be 
worthy of temporary 
attention. In reality, 
the competition is 
illustrative of ongoing 
cooperative efforts 
between WSU and city 
leaders to promote 
entrepreneurship 
in Northern Utah. 
Ogden Mayor Mike 
Caldwell says: “Ogden 
City is thrilled to 
be partnering with 
Weber State for this 
exciting event. Startup 
Weekend showcases 
our commitment to 
technology and our 
business community 
and we expect 
amazing things to 
come from this unique 

collaboration.” Lawerence adds, “Ogden 
is a growing, new hub for startups and 
technology.”  

Have you ever wondered what it takes 
to be an entrepreneur? Lawerence says, 
“If you are interested in entrepreneurship, 
startups and software, Startup Weekend is 
a really fun and intriguing event. The talent 
that will assemble in Ogden is quite diverse 
and the results are amazing.”

For more information about the event, 
go to: http://ogden.startupweekend.org/
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An autumn marathon  
for entrepreneurs

Startup Weekend is a 

national entrepreneurship 

event that consists of a 

three-day marathon where 

software programmers, 

product designers, marketers, 

and finance experts gather to 

conceptualize and actually 

launch businesses. 

College applicants, particu-
larly teens and young adults, 
have to beware of what they 
put on their Web profiles. 

Stupid online statements, or other of-
fensive posts, are being screened by 
colleges which consider an applicants’ 
electronic footprint as part of the vet-
ting process.

In other words, that tasteless joke, 
raunchy photo, or comment made 
while in a less-than-perfect mental 
state, will come back to haunt you. 
And it can prevent you from attaining 
academic or professional goals.

According to the Kaplan Test Prep 
survey, About 25 percent of the top 
500 colleges do vet applicants’ social 
media histories, such as Facebook, 
Google, etc. And, the survey adds 
that more than a third of these social 
media vetting procedures have dis-
covered things that hurt the college 
applicants’ chances to gain admission 
to a school.

Although most schools still aren’t 
peeking into the online lives of appli-
cants, it’s definitely a trend that will 

continue to grow. By the time high 
school sophomores — most of whom 
have already grabbed onto a Face-
book account — get ready to try to 
get into the colleges they desire, it’s 
likely far more schools will use the 
social media vetting process.

Students, be smart when you’re 
online and posting information about 
yourself. Before posting anything 
that might fall under the “provoca-
tive” definition, think about it twice, 
or three times, or four times ... or 10 
times if necessary. 

It’s a tragedy if one dumb act that 
takes a few seconds to publish ends 
up destroying a higher-education 
dream.

What’s interesting about the world 
today is that we can do things in the 
comfort of our home, instantaneous-
ly, that can be available for review 
across the entire world. Our ances-
tors would have been amazed at such 
worldwide spontaneity and access. 
But such freedom comes with risk, 
and caution remains as advisable as it 
has always been. 

Web profile nightmares

Editor,
I’ve always looked up to 

Corey Combe as an example 
of hard work and dedication. 
One of the greatest examples 
was many years ago when 
I was going to Lake Powell 
with Corey and his family. 

Right at the time we were 
supposed to leave, he got a 
call saying that a drain on 
some property he owned was 
clogged. The van was loaded, 
the boat trailer was hooked 
up, and everyone was in the 
car ready to go. I expected 
Corey to tell someone to take 
care of it and report back to 
him when the problem was 
fixed. 

After all, he was leaving 
on vacation literally right at 
that moment. But that is not 
Corey’s way. He said, “Boys, 
get in the truck.  We better 
go take a look at this.”  

A group of teenage boys 
bound for Lake Powell 
jumped in the truck and 
drove up the road to the 
clogged drain. It turned out 
the drain was in a basin that 
had filled with about six feet 
of water when the drain 
clogged. 

They needed to put a 
hose to a vacuum directly 
on the drain to help remove 
the clog. I honestly thought 
Corey would assess the 
situation, tell someone to fix 
it, and we’d be on our way to 
Lake Powell.  

I will never forget what 
happened next. Corey 
grabbed the hose and without 
hesitation jumped in the 
water and disappeared as 
he dove down a few times. 
He finally resurfaced, with 
clothes soaked in the muddy 
water that had filled the 
basin, victorious!  

To a 16-year-old boy, this 
left an indelible impression 
of the man that Corey Combe 
was. All these years later, 
Corey is that same person. 
No matter the issue or the 
problem, I have no doubt he 
will see it through and make 
sure it is fixed. 

He won’t pass the buck 
and make it somebody else’s 
problem. Corey is a hard-
working, trustworthy and 
wonderful candidate for 
Weber County Commission.

Tyson Skeen
Provo

Corey Combe ‘sees things through’

Editor,
I endorse Gary Herbert 

for governor. He has proven 
his ability and leadership 
for many years, first as a 
Utah businessman, then 
as a county commissioner, 
and most recently as our 
governor.

As the president and CEO 
of my own small business, 
I recognize and applaud 
the clarity and consistency 
Governor Herbert has 
shown while dealing with the 
challenges of his office. His 
decisions have continually 
been “on the mark” to keep 
Utah pointed in the right 
direction. 

Thanks to his good 
leadership, Utah has become 
a shining example of fiscal 
responsibility. 

This has been 
accomplished, in large part, 
due to Gary’s insight from 
his life experiences, by 
his innate ability to grasp 
concepts and ideas, and by 
his ongoing focus on his job. 
He stays fully engaged and 
fully informed.

Our business and personal 
lives are better off when 
government leadership is 
made up of individuals who 
serve for the right reasons.   

Judging by his actions and 
the decisions he has made 
in office, Gary Herbert has 
proven he is the right leader 
for Utah. His leadership has 
kept our state on the right 
course. I believe he has 
earned re-election!

Neal Dastrup
Provo     

Herbert’s decisions are ‘on the mark’

Editor,
The writer of the Oct. 7 

letter, “Hire a businessman 
to run our country” must 
not remember the situations 
which resulted from electing 
businessmen to run the 
country.

The last two businessmen 
who were presidents were 

Herbert Hoover and George W. 
Bush, both Republicans. 

The former gave us the 
Great Depression and the latter 
gave us the Great Recession. 
I’m just wondering what great 
things Mitt Romney has in 
store for us if he is elected.

Don Stockton
Kaysville

Businessmen as presidents took down our economy

Editor,
Mitt Romney should not 

have to take back his “47 
percent” remark.  He was 
only quoting what the major 
news medias have reported 
for months, if not the last few 
years! 

I remember hearing more 
than one news media stating 
the 47 percent issue early 
into Obamas reign. What 
is not mentioned however, 
aside the number of folks not 
paying income tax, are those 
American also receiving 
Social Security disability 
benefits for fabricated 
injuries. 

I know of two cases in 
Michigan. The ladies in 
question obtained disability 
for “hurt backs,” but ride 
in cars on long trips, or do 
garden chores. They are part 
of the 47 percent, the free-
loading sect, who I feel steal 
from the deserving adults 
and children who actually 
are disabled, widowed, or 
elderly.  Where is the cry for 
fraud investigation?

I also  remember after 
President Obama was 
elected, one member of 
Congress stated “...I hope 
he (Obama) falls flat on his 
face...”  That person may just 
get his wish! 

James F. Vaughan
Hooper

Cheaters get Social 
Security for fake injuries


