
Two years after 
implementing a 
sophisticated 
scheduling system, 
the university this 

month launched a companion master-
calendaring system online that will make 
events both easier to find and to promote.

Beginning in January, whenever an 
organization or individual schedules an 
event location on campus, the event, if 
approved, automatically can appear on the 
Master Calendar.

Organizers who want to enhance their 
listings then will have the opportunity to 
add details such as contact or ticketing 
information, photos or links.

“This will be a robust event calendar 
that will allow planners to bump up 
their marketing by providing enhanced 
information about anything they sponsor, 
in a place that’s easy to find,” said Chad 
Mosher, the Event Management Systems 
(EMS) project manager.

Users can choose to see every event on 
campus or refine their selection to any 
one of 10 individual calendars, including 
athletics, performances or speakers. Users 
also can subscribe to specific calendars so 
that when an event is added, the subscriber 
receives an e-mail notification. 

“EMS will make it easier for anyone who 
staffs an information desk to look at the 
campus-wide calendar and provide better 
customer service with event details,” 
Mosher said.

The WSU Calendar can be found                  
at weber.edu and on the personal portal 
page by clicking on the calendar icon. 

The Bulletin Board will be renamed 
“Announcements” and will be used 
exclusively for any announcement not 
associated with an event.
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As the demand for mobile technology increases, Weber State 
University is making a concerted effort to meet the mobile needs 
of those on campus — whether on an iPhone, Android or tablet.

“Going forward we are thinking mobile first in all of our new 
development,” said WSU Web services manager Peter Waite. 
“The first question we ask is, ‘Does it make sense 
for mobile?’ If so, then we start there first. If it 
doesn’t, then we look to the desktop or other 
platforms.”

WSU’s mobile efforts have become a campus-wide 
initiative. Campus educators, staff and students are 
coming together for conversations about the place 
of mobile technology in the classroom, innovative 
teaching methods utilizing mobile technology and a 
campus-wide plan for mobile tech support.

WSU’s mobile website (m.weber.edu), which officially 
launched in November, provides links to many areas 
of the traditional WSU website that mobile users are 
most likely to be looking for — such as university email, 
campus maps and the university calendar.

WSU students and staff have also developed a mobile application 
suite. The WSU Testing Center, WSU Computer Labs, Campus 
Stores, KWCR 88.1 Weber FM and the Student Recruitment Office 
all have apps. A number of other apps are under development 

and should be released soon. 

More users in more places on campus increase the need 
for enhanced network infrastructure so that users’ mobile 
devices have strong enough connectivity. WSU is 
preparing to dramatically increase the number of internet 
access points on campus to try to address that need.

“This effort is based on the need to communicate with 
students in the way that makes sense for them,” said 
Bret Ellis, Vice President of Information Technolagy. 
“Mobile technology will create engaging learning 
opportunities, allow new and innovative interactions 
with faculty, keep students informed about their 
education and provide community members access 
to the campus.”

Visit weber.edu/mobile for more information about 
WSU’s mobile effort.
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Get Ready
NCUR date inches closer
For most of the world, the big countdown to midnight happens only once 
a year, but for Weber State University’s John Cavitt it happened twice in 
45 days   – once on New Year’s Eve, of course, and once on Nov. 15, when he 
stayed up to watch the last of the submissions roll in for the 2012 National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR). 

As WSU’s director of undergraduate research and chair of the 2012 NCUR 
steering committee, Cavitt was pleased to see the official total – 3,196. 
Weber State faculty have since reviewed the abstracts and accepted 2,767 
for presentation at NCUR, which WSU is hosting March 29-31.  

The foremost undergraduate research conference in the country, NCUR 
will bring together students from 46 states, Washington, D.C., Guam, 
Puerto Rico, the United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates to present 
their research and scholarly and creative works. From Utah students, 
Weber State had the highest number of abstracts accepted with 165. 

“We’ve been planning 
this conference since 
2009, but now that 
the abstracts have 
been submitted and 
reviewed, that makes it 
a reality for us,” Cavitt 
said. “We’ll soon have 
3,000+ undergraduate 
researchers at Weber 
State, sharing their 
projects and spreading 
excitement about 
research on campus.” 

F A C U L T Y  A N D  S T A F F  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

Jonathan Clark, zoology professor, presented a paper at the Sixth 
International Symposium on Molecular Insect Science in Amster-
dam, The Netherlands, titled “Comparative Genetic Analysis of 
the Telomere-Associated Transposable Element, HeT-A, in Dro-
sophila.” The coauthor was zoology student Haylie Cox. 

Azenett Garza, associate psychology professor, coauthored an 
article in the European Journal of Social Psychology titled “Group 
Commitment in the Face of Pervasive Discrimination: The Role of 
Legitimacy Appraisals.”  

Leah Murray, associate political science professor, coauthored 
a chapter titled “2010 U.S. Senate Elections: Stuck in the Middle 
to Lose” in the book Tea for Only Two: The Ousting of Utah Senator 
Robert Bennett. The book was published by Lexington Books and 
analyzes the Tea Party’s impact on the 2010 campaigns for the 
United States Senate.

Bradford Reyns, assistant criminal justice professor, coauthored 
an article titled “Being Pursued Online: Applying Cyberlifestyle-
Routine Activities Theory to Cyberstalking Victimization” in the 
journal Criminal Justice and Behavior.

Any employee, who travels with and is accountable for the 
travel of a group, has several important responsibilities for 
financial record keeping:

* Before trip: 

Complete Part I of the WSU Travel Log and obtain required 
approval. Make necessary travel reservations well in advance for 
transportation, lodging, etc.

* During trip: 

Maintain all travel-related receipts. Use the Group Cash 
Disbursement Record to document cash given to individual 
group travelers in lieu of per diem.

Purchasing Tips for Group Travel

Help Wanted
Volunteers are needed to:
· Moderate oral sessions;

· Assist with registration desk;

· Fill conference bags;

· Help with technology set-up/issues;

· Greet guests;

· Help with audio/visual equipment;

· And more. 

New Calendar 
Connects Campus

* After trip: 

Within 10 business days, complete the WSU Travel Log, reconcile 
expenses, sign and obtain supervisor approval and take the log to 
the Cashier’s Office for processing.

If you have questions, contact the new group travel manager 
in Purchasing and Support Services, Paul Oldham. With more 
than 15 years of travel-industry experience, he can help secure 
the best accommodations for the best price on flights, hotels 
and ground transportation. You can reach him by email at 
pauloldham@weber.edu or by calling 801-626-7024.
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Ethics Bowl Champs
A Weber State 

University Intercollegiate 
Ethics Bowl team once 
again qualified for the 
national finals.

WSU beat nine teams 
from seven schools to win 
the 11th annual Wasatch 
Regional Ethics Bowl 
Competition, which WSU 
hosted.

The win advanced the 
five-member team to the 
national championship set 
for March 1 in Cincinnati.

The regional victory 
was decisive; WSU won all 
five of its rounds.

“It was a solid 
performance by every 
member of the team that 
contributed to our going 
undefeated,” said Richard 
Greene, a philosophy 
professor who serves as 
the team’s faculty sponsor 
and head coach.

With the first-place 
finish, WSU has won the 
regional competition three 
times, and this is the fifth 

time in the past six years 
that WSU teams have 
advanced to the 32-team 
nationals.

Teen Behavior 
Unraveled

Parents do not just 
have to throw up their 
hands when it comes to 
a teenager’s penchant for 
risky behavior. 

Recent research by 
Leigh Shaw, associate 
psychology professor, and 
Eric Amsel, psychology 
professor and chair 

of the Department of 
Psychology, indicates that 
adolescents can anticipate 
the ramifications and 
regret they will face if they 
undertake risky activity.

 Parents, leaders, 
coaches and counselors 
can help teens avoid 
reckless choices.

The key, according to 
Amsel, is that adolescents 
need to be able to apply 
their thoughtfulness   
about risk-taking “in       
the moment.”

“If someone whispers in 
their ear, ‘Let’s go 90 mph 
down Harrison Boulevard,’ 
they may not be able to 
generate a reason why 
that’s bad. But they could, 
and that’s the point,” 
Amsel said. “They need 
practice. It’s a very hard 
skill to acquire.” 

Shaw and Amsel’s 
research was recently 
published in the Journal of 
Research on Adolescence.

Art Auction for 
Rhinos

As part of a civic-
engagement assignment, 
students in zoology 
professor Sam Zeveloff’s 
mammalogy class raised 
money and awareness for 
rhinoceros conservation 
worldwide.

The students organized 
a rhino art auction that 
took place in the Shepherd 
Union Art Gallery in 
November. 

The auction included 
work from WSU students 
and other local artists, 
including Farr West 
Elementary School 
students who created a 
wall of rhino illustrations.

The auction raised 
$720 for the International 
Rhino Foundation. Zeveloff 
said he was proud of his 
students who worked so 
hard on behalf of a deeply 
imperiled species. 

Hundreds of the 
animals are killed each 
year for their horns, 
mistakenly believed to 
have medicinal value. 
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Attending 
The three-day event will feature poster and oral 
sessions on a variety of topics, from biology to 
literature, to engineering and sport management, 
as well as performing arts presentations. A plenary 
speaker will also kick-off each day of the conference. 
The plenary speakers are: 

· Mario R. Capecchi, molecular 
geneticist and winner of the 2007 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine

· Paul Alan Cox, director of the Institute 
of EthnoMedicine in Jackson Hole, 
Wyo., a Time magazine Hero of 
Medicine, and recent recipient of an 
honorary Doctor of Humanities 
degree from WSU 

· Anne Fadiman, award-
winning author of The 
Spirit Catches You and 
You Fall Down, the true 
story of a Laotian refugee 
family’s interactions with 
the California health-care 
system

The conference will also feature a 
graduate school fair and off-campus 
excursions to Antelope Island, Snowbasin 

and Salt Lake City. Faculty, staff and students are 
welcome to attend presentations, hear guest speakers 
and visit the graduate school fair without registering 
for the conference. However, registration is required 
to participate in NCUR meals and excursions. WSU 
students who are presenting at the conference will 
not have to pay registration for any event.

Early registration continues through Feb. 3; late 
registration begins Feb. 4 and ends Feb. 27. 

Because of the wide variety of topics being 
presented, many WSU professors have chosen 
to incorporate NCUR into their spring syllabi. 
Rather than having students attend their regularly 

scheduled classes those days, some faculty 
members are requiring students to 

attend conference sessions within their 
disciplines. 

Volunteering 
Faculty, staff and student volunteers 
are needed to help with the 
conference. In appreciation, those 

who sign up and complete eight 
hours of service will get a T-shirt and 

flash drive. 

To volunteer, or for more information 
about NCUR, visit weber.edu/ncur2012. 
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Feb. 2: Ralph Nye Lecture Series hosts 
Harris Simmons, chairman, president 
and CEO of Zions Bancorporation 
speaking on “The Financial Crisis 
of 2008 and its Aftermath: What it 
Means for Our Banking System and 
the U.S. Economy,” noon, Wattis 
Business Building Smith Lecture Hall 
Room 206/207, free. 
Information: 801-626-7307.

(NCUR continued)

Feb. 3 & 4: The Department of 
Performing Arts offers an encore 
performance of “Xanadu,” the 
hilarious, roller-skating, musical 
adventure about following your 
dreams, directed by Jim Christian, 
7:30 p.m., Val A. Browning 
Center Eccles Theater, $15, (No 
comp tickets accepted.) Tickets/
information: 1-800-WSU-TIKS or 
weberstatetickets.com.

Feb. 4: Men’s basketball vs. Northern 
Colorado, 5 p.m., Dee Events Center. 
Prices from $13-$35 and free to 
students with Wildcard ID. Tickets/
information: 1-800-WSU-TIKS or 
weberstatetickets.com.

Feb. 7: WSU will present “Weber 
Reads: Slavery and the Constitution,” 
featuring  the Center for Diversity & 
Unity coordinator, Adrienne Gillespie, 
12:30 p.m., Stewart Library Hetzel-
Hoellein Room, free. Information: 
801-626-7613, or 
community.weber.edu/WeberReads.

Feb. 11: Women’s basketball vs. 
Northern Arizona, 5 p.m., Dee Events 
Center. Prices from $5-$7 and free to 
students with Wildcard ID. Tickets/
information: 1-800-WSU-TIKS or 
weberstatetickets.com.

Feb. 20: Presidents Day 
observed—campus closed.


