Comma Rules

Between Two ICs - IC, FANBOYS IC
Link saved Tuck, and he kissed Zelda.

. After Dependent Clauses
» Because we are friends, | can be honest with him.
» | can be honest with him because we are friends.

In Lists of Three or More
I used to like zombies, ninjas, and pirates.

. With Introductory Phrases and Tags
> Last Tuesday, Arthur Dent began his adventure.

> He practiced parkour all day, hoping to impress a girl.

. Around the Names of People Being Spoken to
You know, Jareth, that you have no power over me.

. Around Phrases That Interrupt a Sentence
| cannot, of course, ask Genie for more wishes.

. Around Non-Essential Information

> Belle, who tamed the Beast, broke the spell.
» The girl who tamed the Beast broke the spell.
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Clauses

1. Independent Clause (or Complete Sentence)
Subject + Verb + Complete Thought

» The VERB is the main action or state of being.
First, identify the verb:

The lion is enormous.

» The SUBJECT is what is doing or being.
Second, find the subject that relates to the verb:

The lion is enormous.

2. Dependent Clause (or Incomplete Sentence)
Dependent Maker + Subject + Verb

> Because the lion is enormous

We added a dependent maker word, which made the thought
incomplete. DCs can be attached to ICs:

» Because the lion is enormous, | am terrified. (DC, IC.)
» | am terrified because the lion is enormous. (IC DC.)

Hint - The main verb of a sentence will never

» Dbe part of a prepositional phrase.
» be in the “to” form (to run, to jump).
» be in the “ing” form alone and unintroduced.

A helping verb must come before the “ing” word:
The lion is jumping.
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