
DOONESBURY                  By Garry Trudeau                MALLARD FILLMORE By Bruce Tinley

Lee Carter,
Publisher

Andy Howell,
Executive Editor

Doug Gibson,
Opinion Editor

10A Tuesday, May 15, 2012 Opinion ... Standard-Examiner

On StandardNET:

URI DROMI: The Miami 
Herald columnist writes of 
the wildest political flip-flop in 
Israel’s history, with Israel’s 
leader embracing an opposi-
tion leader who has always 
wanted to topple him.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion is considering permitting 
millions of Americans to buy 
some drugs over the counter 

that traditionally need a prescription 
from a doctor. It’s a bad idea that the 
FDA should abandon.

Such a move, which would be directed 
toward patients suffering from maladies 
such as high blood pressure and diabe-
tes, may save a little money in the short 
term. However, over the long haul, the 
majority of Americans will end up pay-
ing for the change with higher over-the-
counter drug costs. That’s an increase 
that no one needs.

The FDA proposal is another effort 
from federal budget-counters to try to 
control health care costs, primarily Medi-
care. Rather than visit a doctor, patients 
can answer questions at the pharmacy 
before getting a particular drug over 
the counter. The idea is that for many 
— primarily older — Americans, expen-
sive visits to the doctor can be reduced 
by ending the doctors’ need to give the 

prescriptions. 
However, ending prescriptions for 

drugs is more likely to lead to health in-
surance companies’ no longer paying for 
the drugs which are prescribed. That will 
certainly boost many individual patients’ 
costs and could lead to a unpleasant sur-
prise in the wallet or purse for many of 
us.

Interestingly, pharmacists and doctors 
are lining up on different sides of this 
issue, which the FDA accepted public 
comments for until earlier this month. 
Most pharmacists, eager to have a bigger 
role in the overall health care syatem, 
support the FDA idea. Most doctors, not 
happy with any proposal that would dis-
courage their time with patients, oppose 
the proposal.

The doctors are right. We need to find 
ways to reduce health costs, but mov-
ing prescription medicines to over the 
counter status seems designed to save 
insurance companies money, rather than 
patients, who cannot afford increases in 
drug prices.

Don’t ease prescriptions

Dear Mr. Tim Cook,
CEO Apple Corporation:
Over the years, I have 

purchased many Apple products, and I 
have been consistently satisfied. I recently 
purchased an iPhone 4S. I am generally 
pleased with the product. However, I have 
discovered the phone has one serious 
defect. I hope your engineers will act 
swiftly to correct this problem.

While testing the Siri voice-activated, 
digital assistant feature, I pronounced 
the name of my employer, 
Weber State University. 
Siri responded, “do not 
understand Weber.” I 
then tried half a dozen 
chain stores and fast food 
chains. Siri recognized all 
of these. Puzzled, I then 
tried mispronouncing the 
name Weber; I pronounced 
it like the name of the 
barbeque grill. Siri 
immediately recognized 
the mispronunciation and 
produced a map of the 
Weber State campus on 
Harrison Boulevard.

I am writing to provide you and the 
engineers at Apple with a brief lesson 
on phonics as it relates to short and 
long vowel sounds. Generally, when one 
consonant follows a vowel in the first 
syllable of a two-syllable word, the vowel 
is long; when two consonants follow the 
vowel, the vowel is short. Think of diner 
versus dinner. 

Your engineers are likely to be more 
practiced in mathematics than language, 
so I will further expand on the correct 
pronunciation of Weber State University. I 
hope you and Apple’s software engineers 
will act to remedy the iPhone problem.

It’s pronounced Wee-ber. The first 
syllable of Weber is pronounced Wee. 
It rhymes with degree. This year, WSU 
will award more than 4,000 associate’s, 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. In the 
most recent Community College Week 
ratings, based upon the number of 
associate’s degrees awarded by four-year 
institutions, 

WSU ranked fifth nationally in nursing, 
eight nationally in health professions, 15th 
nationally in general associate’s degrees, 
and 20th nationally for all disciplines. 
Within the state of Utah, WSU is the 
largest provider of both nursing and 
health professions degrees. 

It’s pronounced Wee-ber. The second 
syllable of Weber is pronounced ber. It 

rhymes with entrepreneur. The university 
has produced scores of successful 
entrepreneurs. One of these is the 
entrepreneur and venture capitalist Alan 
Hall, who currently serves as chair of 
the WSU Board of Trustees. Mr. Hall is 
working with the WSU’s John B. Goddard 
School of Business and Economics 
to create a world-class program in 
entrepreneurship.

It’s pronounced Wee-ber. The first 
syllable of Weber is pronounced Wee. 

It rhymes with 
symphony. WSU’s 
Foulger School of 
Music currently 
attracts talented 
students from 
around the world 
and prepares 
these students to 
become acclaimed 
musicians. The 
program is well 
on the way to 
becoming a 
recognized leader 
in the performing 
arts. 

It’s pronounced Wee-ber. The second 
syllable of Weber is pronounced ber. 
It rhymes with CUR, which stand for 
Council on Undergraduate Research. WSU 
is a leader in undergraduate research. 
Beyond WSU’s classroom, hundreds of 
students hone their research skills by 
working closely with faculty members 
on meaningful research projects. As 
one example, for seven of the past eight 
years a WSU student has presented their 
research at the prestigious Posters on the 
Hill competition in Washington, D.C. 

It’s pronounced Wee-ber. The second 
syllable of Weber is pronounced ber. It 
rhymes with partner. WSU’s Community 
Involvement Center fosters numerous 
creative partnerships with the community. 
For six consecutive years, the Corporation 
for National and Community Service has 
named WSU to the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll 
for exemplary service. This award is the 
highest federal recognition a school can 
achieve for its commitment to service 
learning and civic engagement. 

Mr. Cook, your predecessor, Mr. Steven 
Jobs, was known as a perfectionist. 
He was dedicated to producing quality 
products. In the spirit of Mr. Jobs’ legacy, 
I hope that your engineers will quickly 
remedy the iPhone’s glaring defect. 

Once again, it’s pronounced Wee-ber.

It’s pronounced Wee-ber

Editor,
Two years ago my family 

moved into a Syracuse 
neighborhood. We were 
both new to the area and 
the home. A neighbor saw 
us in need of assistance 
with some yard work. That 
neighbor’s name: Andrew 
Davenport.  

Despite the negative 
picture the local media 
has portrayed, in the time 
I have spent with Andrew, 
he has been nothing but a 
kind person. Out of all of 
our neighbors in the area, 
he was the first to genuinely 
express an interest in our 
family. 

Being a journalist myself, 
I know the power of the 
media. It can make or 
break someone’s career or 
reputation in a keystroke 
and I’ve seen that happen 
first hand. 

I also know that it’s 
the duty of any news 
organization to report the 
news, and if I were in the 
news editor’s position, I too 
would have run the story.  

But given the facts, 

and nature of this story, 
journalists shouldn’t just 
interview the people of 
Ogden. Yes, that’s where 
his job is and where he 
patrols, but when street 
interviewing people for 
reactions, don’t just run the 
negatives. Ask his neighbors 
about him, I am sure all 
would give an honest 
response about Andrew 
Davenport the man, not just 
the officer.  

I know that neither 
Andrew nor his family has 
commented on this issue to 
any news outlet, but I am 
grateful for our friendship. 
Journalists here in Utah 
often forget the overly used 
phrase “fair and balanced” 
and that is what the story 
lacks, balance. I am here 
today to tell you I support 
the decision of the Ogden 
Police force to hire such a 
great officer. 

I also support the 
Davenport family, as I know 
that being thrust into the 
public’s eye is not easy.

Christopher J. Cole
Syracuse

Correction:
In Monday’s Our View, an incorrect web address was pro-

vided for consumers who want to learn if their computers are 
infected by a virus. The correct address is http://www.dcwg.org/

Davenport is a helpful neighbor, friend

Editor, 
We are all familiar with 

the phrase, “An ounce 
of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.” Could this 
be applied to our present 
justice system? Do we need 
to improve and update 
our thinking as to what is 
happening to our society 
today? 

I have been working with 
individuals to help them get 
their lives back in order 
and have positive self-
esteem. 

One individual I have 
been working with finally 
found employment and was 
doing very well in his job. 

His employer liked 
the work he was doing. 
He previously had some 
problems, and reported to 
court. He was sentenced to 
120 days in jail.

What is blown is his self-
worth. Perhaps he will be 
assigned to “work release,” 
but he has to report back to 
the jail to spend the night 
and pay for his keep. It is 
36 miles a day round trip.

He can’t drive because 
he has no drivers license, 
If he rides the bus or the 
train and is not back in a 
certain period of time, he is 
considered AWOL. 

This makes no sense to 
me as he was living only 
four blocks from his work. 

The proper thing, in my 
opinion, would be to have 
given him probation, not 
a jail sentence, as he has 
proven the intentions of his 
heart and such change was 
evident.

Society needs to realize 
that this leads to the 
revolving door syndrome, 
in which an individual is 
sent to jail, serves time, 
gets out and can’t find work. 
He has no money to pay 
fines and goes back to jail, 
continuing a vicious circle.

I don’t know where the 
money from fines goes, but 
in my opinion, it should be 
used to prevent a crime, 
rather than to collect for 
that crime. 

There is good in all 
individuals and we all have 
weaknesses.

As the Savior said, “He 
who is without sin cast 
the first stone.” We need 
programs that are set up to 
help those who fall by the 
wayside and are shunned by 
society. I believe jail time 
may be a detriment to the 
individual.

Jerome R. Willden
Sunset

Justice system has many caught in revolving door

Editor,
Layton City Corporation 

and the city council over-step 
their bounds. I’m a citizen 
seeking responsible growth 
for our city’s future. 

The Layton City Council 
recently adopted a new 
Village Center zone, then 
amended the West Layton 
General Plan from a 
rural to an urban policy 
incorporating the VC zone, 
which allows for two and a 
half-story buildings (shops 
at ground level, apartments 
above), multi-units, offices, a 
three-story hotel, retail, and 
limited civic space. So much 
flexibility is allowed, that it’s 
possible there could be no 
single-family homes.

This is a significant, 
material change from the 
previous plan to maintain 
the rural feel of the area 
(mainly residential, 1/3 acre 
lots with commercial nodes 
at arterial road intersections 
and some multi-family along 
the arterial roads). Layton 
city already provides ample 
affordable housing, as 
shown by the 2010 Census 
that shows 25.5 percent 
residential is multi-family. 
Layton also has adequate 
commercial/retail base for 
its population (evidenced by 
the substantial number of 
vacancies).

The city over-stepped its 
bounds by significantly and 
materially amending the 
West Layton General Plan 
policy and by playing the role 
of developer by rezoning 107 
acres without an application 
and regulating plan. The 
city council is supposed to 
be our voice, not Layton city 
corporations.

Betty Billings
Layton

Layton City Corporation 
too involved in rezone




