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On StandardNET:

BARBARA SHELLY: The 
Kansas City Star columnist 
says that the congressional 
Republican Party’s strategy to 
defeat national health care in-
surance reform is deliberately 
disingenuous.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

ATK took a hit with the 
phaseout of the space shut-
tle, with more than 500 jobs 
lost, but the Top of Utah 

rocket producer may yet save 700 
more jobs that are in a wait-and-see 
approach.

The U.S. Senate passed legislation 
recently that provides $1.4 billion 
in funding for the Ares 1, the next-
generation moon rocket. Since ATK 
Systems of Promontory is the chief 
contractor for the rocket booster that 
NASA is building, the company will 
retain jobs if the funding holds up. 

This $1.4 billon added by the Sen-
ate restored funding for the project 
that the U.S. House cut last summer 
from a major spending bill. Both 
houses of Congress need to reconcile 
their differences to reach a final bill. 
The chances of retaining the $1.4 bil-
lion received a boost recently after a 
successful test of the Ares 1 at ATK. 

The success of that test is due in 
part to the highly skilled employees 
of ATK. They are a strong asset for 
not only our nation, but the Top of 
Utah.

Our U.S. House representative, 
Republican Rob Bishop, and the rest 
of Utah’s congressional delegation 
need to expend all their energies and 
efforts to make sure that the Ares 1 
funding makes it into the final spend-
ing bill. It will improve our state’s 
already sizable contribution to space 
exploration.

Also, according to Rep. Bishop, 
the Air Force has released $4 million 
to assist missile production at ATK. 
Although the money released is only 
temporary assistance, Bishop hopes it 
will retain 100 positions at ATK.

Good news about missile produc-
tion has been scarce after the White 
House decided to trim the Minuteman 
rocket, which has ties to ATK and 
Hill air base. Again, we urge Utah’s 
congressional delegation to do their 
best to keep missile production online 
in the Top of Utah for the foreseeable 
future. 

Because, as was reported even this 
past weekend, there are more obsta-
cles to be overcome to make sure that 
the Top of Utah’s expertise is utilized 
in space travel and national defense.

Rockets may save jobs

Years ago, I made my first trip to 
Hawaii. Long before the advent of 
online reservations, I booked my 

trip through a travel agent. The agent 
advised me to pay a bit extra for a room 
with an ocean view. 

The hotel was stylish. 
The islands were 
delightful. However, the 
only way I could view the 
ocean from my room was 
to go out on the balcony, 
lean over the rail, and 
glimpse a small piece of 
water between two palm 
trees. This was my first 
experience with how 
industry is able to extract 
a price for a view. I now 
know the difference 
between a partial ocean 
view, an ocean view and 
an ocean front room. Each of these views 
commands a different price.

I am now fortunate to live where I am 
surrounded by magnificent views. I am 
especially fond of the view of the northwest 
flank of Malan’s Peak. To appreciate this 
view you have to be fairly close to the 
peak. The view is largely obscured from 
any street west of Buchanan Avenue. 
The various trails in the mouth of Taylor 
Canyon provide a good vista.  

The view reminds me of an artist 
working with clay. Having sculpted a 
conventional mountain the artist decides 
that more visual interest is needed and 
proceeds to start digging away at the base 
of the outcropping. The sculptor begins 
by scooping out a bowl and then proceeds 
to use a putty knife to create crags and 
chimneys. The artist finally stops when 
base of the mountain is unlike any other. 

I am not required to pay a monetary 
price for this view. Yet, given the choice of 
paying to retain the privilege of enjoying 
these views or seeing the vistas scared 
or diminished, I would choose to pay a 
meaningful sum.

Given the value of a resplendent view, 
it is important to know that our system of 
laws doesn’t do much to protect one private 
citizen’s view from the actions of another. 
Unless you have attained some type of 
easements from your neighbors, they are 
probably free to obstruct your view by 
building fences, growing poplar trees and 
erecting second stories on their homes. 

Governments can enact regulations 
and ordinances which preserve scenic 
vistas. One of the best examples of this 
type of regulation is found in Washington 
D.C. where Congress passed the Heights 

of Buildings Act 
in 1899. The act 
limits the height 
of buildings in 
Washington to no 
higher than the 
height of the U.S. 
Capitol. With slight 
amendments, this 
act has preserved 
a low skyline in 
Washington allowing 
residents and visitors 
to enjoy the city’s 
many historical 
landmarks with 
unobstructed views. 

However, the federal government has more 
power to regulate the obstruction of views 
than states and municipalities.

The California Coastal Commission’s 
efforts to protect views of the coast 
and ocean have had mixed success. 
In a significant court decision, Nollan 
v. California Coastal Commission, the 
United States Supreme Court reviewed 
a regulation which attempted to place 
restrictions on the construction of a new 
home because it would interfere with 
viewing the ocean. The Court ruled that the 
Commission’s actions were an unjust taking 
of private property. This decision has 
been applauded by advocates for private 
property rights.

One of the more interesting examples of 
attempts to preserve views is the growing 
trend of communities to enact light 
pollution ordinances. The motivation for 
these regulations is the realization that it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to enjoy the 
view of a starlit evening. These regulations 
place some limits on the intensity of 
outdoor lighting that may be used. Despite 
these efforts, star gazing is becoming a lost 
pleasure.

Given the difficulty of protecting a 
view and the propensity for ongoing 
development to diminish vistas, the view 
of a beautiful sunset may provide the 
best lesson for the enjoyment of any 
magnificent view. Pause to savor the view 
while it lasts because there may be forces 
at work that will make it disappear.

Some views on views

As a Utahn who is keenly 
aware of the human and 
economic benefit of having 
health care coverage, I was 
happy to learn that the U.S. 
House passed the Affordable 
Health Care for America Act. 

Many thanks are due to 
those House members who 
voted in favor of the bill. The 
fight for reform is not over, 
however. 

Our Utah Rep. Rob Bishop 
voted against the bill, and his 
decision to do has not gone 
unnoticed. 

The majority of Utahns 
demand affordable options 
to access health care, and to 

do so without going bankrupt 
if we ever have to deal with 
a catastrophic illness. Our 
representatives need to 
represent our needs, and to 
pay less attention to lobbyists 
with large wallets. 

We demand reform for 
health care, and the time 
to do it is long overdue. As 
this bill moves through the 
approval process, please 
urge your representatives 
and senators to support it. 
They have the best health 
care coverage available, so 
this is about you and me.

Jeff Lensman
South Ogden

Majority of Utahns want affordable health care

If the Founding Fathers 
taught us anything, it 
was a healthy mistrust of 
government. Separation 
of powers, checks and 
balances, enumerated 
powers, independent state 
governments, frequent 
elections, impeachment 
processes, the right to bear 
arms, an independent private 
sector, property rights, the 
right to petition government 
for redress of grievances, 
freedoms of speech and 
press which include the 
right to criticize government 
policy and officers; all these 
have as their purpose to limit 
and control those entrusted 
with power.

“Government is not 
reason; it is not eloquence; 
it is force! It is a dangerous 
servant and a fearful 
master.” 

With Big Brother 
breathing down our necks, 
these sentiments attributed 
to George Washington ought 
to be written in the heart of 
every citizen.

Anthony Black
Bountiful

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“When the people fear 
the government it is called 
tyranny.

“When the government 
fears the people it is called 
liberty.” — rwj

Limit control of those entrusted with power

How long will it take for 
our Utah legislators to finally 
take action on a very serious 
problem on our roads and 
highways? I’m referring to 
the safety issues caused by 
drivers attempting to control 
their automobiles while 
using a hand-held mobile 
telephone.  

Studies have found that 
this behavior introduces 
about the same risk of 
accident as drunken driving. 
Some time ago, the Standard-
Examiner published a list 
of erratic driving behaviors 
that are observed when 
people drive drunk.  As I 
read it, I remember thinking 
to myself that I had observed 
the same types of driving 
behaviors every day. But, 
when I look at the drivers, 
there are phones in their 
hands or tucked between 
their shoulders and their 
ears.

Utah already has a law 
making it illegal to text 
while driving, but this is 
inadequate. Use of a hand-
held phone while driving 
should be against the law and 
the law should be written 
so that it can be enforced. I 
am undecided as to whether 
this should be expanded to 
include all wireless devices 
whether hand held or not as 
proposed by Phil Riesen last 
year. Mr. Riesen should be 
applauded for his initiative.

Some might say that we 
all have the right to use cell 
phones whenever we like, but 
I believe my right to a safe 
driving experience should 
come first.  Those who feel 
the same way should talk 
to their state senators and 
representatives and ask them 
to do the right thing in this 
regard.

James Chapman
South Ogden

Mobile phones, drivers are a dangerous mix

Let the Anwar al Awlaki’s 
of the world crawl out from 
beneath their women’s 
skirts and slither beyond the 
shadows of their children, 
so that we might look upon 
your despicable souls, as 
nauseating as that will be. 

You are unworthy to so 
much as sniff dog effluvium.  

John Clark
Ogden

Terrorists have 
despicable souls

This year the Davis 
County School District 
implemented a new grading 
system. The students earn 
a “1,” “2,” or “3” for their 
performance. 

I am a sixth-grade 
student, and personally, I 
really dislike the system. I 
think it has many faults; it’s 
extremely confusing and 
it doesn’t give me enough 
information. I think the 
system is confusing because 
an 85 percent-100 percent on 
an assignment or test, will 
earn me a “3.” In junior high 
school an 85 percent is a B, 
not an A. 

It will be a real shocker 
for the sixth-graders all over 
Davis County when they get 
to junior high and learn about 
the letter grading system.

The reason the new 
number system doesn’t give 
me enough information is 
because a 3, (the top grade I 
can earn), means that I meet 
or exceed the grade level 
standard. 

I believe that most of 
the time I’m capable of 
exceeding the grade level 
standard. A “3” doesn’t tell 
me if I’ve achieved my goal.

I feel that the new system 
doesn’t acknowledge the 
extra time and effort that I 
put in.

Seaton Schwab
Layton

Grading system in  
Davis schools inadequate




