
Lee Carter,
Publisher

Andy Howell,
Executive Editor

Ron Thornburg,
Editor, News & Circulation

Doug Gibson,
Editorial Page Editor

6A Tuesday, October 20, 2009 Opinion ... Standard-Examiner

DOONESBURY By Garry Trudeau                STATE OF THE UNION By Carl Moore

On StandardNET:

JACKSON DIEHL: The 
Washington Post’s deputy 
editorial page editor writes 
about Europe’s angst over the 
United States’ role in Afghani-
stan.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s 
National Commentary

LDS Apostle Dallin Oaks’ 
speech last week at BYU-Ida-
ho, where he charged there 
are efforts to disqualify or dis-

credit religious arguments from public 
debate, is perhaps the most notable po-
litical statement to come from the LDS 
Church since it publicly opposed the 
Equal Rights Amendment more than a 
generation ago.

It’s a clear sign that the LDS Church, 
even while it faces a more secular 
world, intends to stick to its beliefs.

The backdrop for Oaks’ speech is 
gay marriage. Since the LDS Church, 
and many of its members, contrib-
uted to efforts to end gay marriage in 
California, there has been a constant 
stream of intimidation tactics aimed at 
the LDS Church, ranging from harsh 
rhetoric and demonstrations to vandal-
ism at churches. 

Oaks reiterated the LDS Church’s 
opposition to gay marriage, and also 
warned of a rising intolerance against 
Christianity that is designed to stifle 
debate against secular intitiatives. He 
also said that gay marriage opponents 
are falsely claiming their cause as one 
of civil rights.

Oaks also had harsh words for athe-
ism. He said, “Atheism has always 
been hostile to religion, such as in 
its arguments that freedom of or for 
religion should include freedom from 
religion. Atheism’s threat rises as its 
proponents grow in numbers and ag-
gressiveness.”

Frankly, Oaks — or better said, 

the LDS Church — seems ready for 
combat as well, although Oaks later 
stressed that politeness, civil discourse 
and respect for opposing viewpoints 
should accompany debate over these 
cultural issues.

We think Oaks went too far in com-
paring criticism of the LDS Church’s 
gay marriage stance to intimidation in 
the deep South during the 1960s civil 
rights era. No one has been murdered 
or lynched for opposing gay marriage. 
Oaks’ analogy also reminds many of 
the uncomforable fact that until 1978, 
blacks were barred from the all-male 
priesthood and from marrying in the 
temple.

We have no problem with the LDS 
Church engaging in the spirited debate 
over gay marriage. Certainly there will 
be many secular versus traditional bat-
tles emering in the years ahead. Speak-
ing out for a position or over a concern 
that one side will not be allowed to 
debate these issues is appropriate.

As mentioned, we also believe that 
Oaks wanted to send a clear mes-
sage to church members that the LDS 
Church is not about to change or relax 
its longstanding stance against gay 
marriage despite the current contro-
versy and backlash. The LDS Church 
has received criticisms from LDS-tied 
gay rights groups who are urging it re-
lax its restrictions. Most recently, U.S. 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., an active church member, criti-
cized the church for getting involved in 
the California gay marriage vote.

Oaks makes a statement

Imoved to Utah almost 30 years ago. A 
few days after arriving, a colleague 
took me camping in the Unita 

mountains. We pitched tents in shirt-
sleeve temperatures. The next morning 
we woke up to find frost on the ground 
and a snow line about 800 vertical feet 
above our tents.

As I drank my 
coffee, I watched 
successive banks of 
clouds roll over the 
snow covered mountain 
tops and thought I was 
close to paradise. Each 
successive fall, I have 
awaited the arrival 
of the first snow on 
the mountain tops to 
the north and east of 
Ogden.

As I sit on my front 
porch and watch the 
snow line move down 
the mountain I begin to think about ski 
season. I start checking my gear and 
contemplating days on the slopes. 

Fellow Utahns have anxiously awaited 
the start of ski seasons for decades. The 
Winter Olympics first took place in 1924 
in Chamonix, France. An 11-year-old 
figure skater named Sonja Henie caught 
the attention of the world, and the Winter 
Olympics games ignited an interest in 
winter sports in the United States. 

Following the 1924 games, there was 
particular excitement about skiing and 
ski jumping. Local ski tournaments began 
to spring up around the country. Ogden 
was one of the early communities to 
catch the ski fever. 

Just one year after the first Winter 
Olympics, the Ogden Rotary Club 
decided to host a ski tournament. After 
several days of scouting for a suitable 
location, the decision was made to 
hold the competition on Ogden’s east 
bench. Spectators and competitors were 
instructed to make their way to the east 
end of 24th street, then hike half a mile 
to the north. 

The event was held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, 1925.  The Ogden 
Standard described the venue as a 
“scene of Switzerland” as snow fell on 
the 200 spectators during much of the 
tournament.

Competitive events included a 220 
yard “straight-away” 
race, a distance race, 
a hill climb and a ski 
jump. Prizes were 
donated by the Fred 
M. Nye Company, 
Shupe Williams Candy 
Company, the Ogden-
Utah Knitting Store 
and others.

Ogden’s first 
ski tournament 
was open to both 
young men and you 
women. This decision 
seems remarkably 
enlightened when you 

consider that women were not allowed 
to compete in any Olympic ski events 
until 1936, and even today, women cannot 
compete in the ski jumping events. 

The first Ogden ski tourney was won 
by Fred Stecher who was judged to be 
the “best all around ski artist on the 
hill.” Others won prizes in the individual 
events.

The Rotarians had an inspired vision 
of Ogden’s potential to host competitive 
skiing events.  In subsequent years, 
Ogdenites moved the ski competition to 
Becker hill and ski jumpers from across 
the country came to compete. Seventy-
seven years later, Snowbasin would host 
the world’s best alpine skiers during the 
2002 Winter Olympics.

I spend most of my ski days at 
Snowbasin with a few diversions to 
Snowbird and Park City for a little 
variety. On at least one day this year, 
I plan to walk to the east end of 24th 
Street, put on my nordic skis and head 
half a mile to the north. It will be 
interesting to visit the venue of Ogden’s 
first ski competition.

Ogden’s first ski competition

Help! Let’s unite as a 
community to demand more 
accountability from our Utah 
State Board of Education and 
our local school districts in 
keeping sexual predators off 
the roles of staffs at schools.  

As Roy Police Chief Greg 
Whinham said, children 
are “groomed” by these 
monsters over a period of 
time (Oct. 16, “Jr. high teacher 
accused”). Then where are our 
administrators?  Where are 
classroom observers?  Where 
are our parents on the jr. high 
and high school campuses?  

At Majestic Elementary 
School for example, 10 or more 
parents and grandparents 
are sitting down to eat lunch 
with the students on a daily 
basis. Even more parents 
are involved daily reading 
to children, helping in the 
classrooms, and “roaming the 
hallways.”  

Then when we get to the 
middle and high schools, there’s 
this precipitous drop-off of 
parental involvement. Oops. 
Just when they need us most!, 
Even though it’s a “pain” (as in 
“teenager”) to keep those lines 
of communication open. 

It looks like pedophiles have 
noticed our absence, because 
they seem to be gravitating 
toward our Utah middle (jr. 
high) and high schools.  

From the mouth of an 
unintentional expert:  Let it 
hereby be known, that any 
child or adolescent who is 
sexually “groomed” and abused 
by an adult, is a hostage, from 
the moment of first contact. 

There is no such thing as 
“minor” abuse. Children are 

permanently scarred by these 
encounters. Even lewd visual 
exposures cannot be erased 
from a mind. 

All such predators should 
be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent. None should be let to 
escape, lest they remain among 
us to proclaim victory over 
their hostages. Also, school 
districts, please require those 
found guilty to repay the 
“administrative leave” amount 
in full to the school district.  

I must also mention the 
tragedy that our justice system 
has let yet another child fall 
through the cracks by not 
taking action in the case of the 
newlywed 62-year-old-predator 
educator. His young wife is 
a hostage; she was groomed 
by him when she was a child, 
and she is a child still. Sexual 
bondage and hell, pure and 
simple.  

Lanis Ogilvie
Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter:

“This has been going on for 
years in schools.

“Back in the 1960s, no one 
paid much attention when male 
teachers had clusters of fawning 
female students around their 
desks, between classes.    We 
used to giggle at the “popular” 
girl who sat on the edge of the 
science teacher’s desk.  Or the 
student who always managed 
to trade seats, until they were 
close and up-front with their 
teacher.  Or...when you had an 
after-school appointment for a 
make-up test, you had to wait 
for the teacher and an opposite-
sex student to finish their quiet 
talk. ...” — laytonian

Keep sexual predators off staffs at schools 

What is the gripe with the 
mink protesters? (Oct. 7 letter, 
“Attempt to stifle mink protest 
may backfire”). First of all, 
forcing them to stay 1,000 feet 
away is not unconstitutional. 
Not allowing them to protest 
would be. 

I grew up in the ‘60s and 
‘70s. I’ve seen what can happen 
at a protest. All it takes is 
one nutcase to throw a rock 
or broken bottle and your 
peaceful demonstration turns 
into a mob riot. 

No, not all of them were 
violent, but there was enough to 
cause people concern. 

I can’t see why being asked 
to keep your distance (instead 
of parking on their front lawn) 
should bother you, unless you 
want to be close enough to 

break a window or mess up 
their lawn. Give it a rest. If 
you don’t want people to think 
you’re ‘radical animal-rights 
activists,’ then don’t talk like 
them. 

Do your protest; a thousand 
feet from private property, 
and be happy with it. The mink 
farmers have the right to feel 
safe from irrational radicals. 
Read your Constitution. 
Farmers have the right to be 
safe. 

You have the right to 
protest, but each sovereign 
state, county, and city has 
the right to determine where 
that protest can take place. 
You sound like a big baby. Try 
acting like an adult.

David F. Tibbetts
Tremonton

Mink farmers need be safe from radicals

The Standard-Examiner 
recently ran an article about 
a conflict of interest between 
the city of North Salt Lake, 
for which I am a candidate for 
mayor, and me (Oct. 10, “NSL 
candidate ‘in conflict’?”). I 
would like to clarify that when 
I became aware of the lawsuit, 
I wanted advice as to whether 
this should be an issue. 

I informed the mayor and 
city council of various facts 
regarding it and was under 
the assumption this would not 
be an issue in the campaign. 

Apparently I was 
misinformed. I have 
since provided additional 
information (posted at 
lenarave.blogspot.com) to 
them, and with the exception 
of Councilwoman Watts 
Baskin, these leaders of our 
city agree this should not 
be an issue. I have invited 
Councilwoman Watts Baskin 
to continue to investigate this 
matter and have agreed to 
provide her more information 
to allay her concerns. 

I fear many people will 
take the councilwoman’s 
remarks as an attack on my 
integrity. She has assured 
me that this was in no way 
her intent. In the interest of 
keeping this campaign civil, I 
will accept her explanation.   

Fortunately, North Salt 
Lake is a small city. I have 
lived here for 16 years and 
I invite our residents to talk 
to people who know me. I 
believe they will find them 
voting for me.

Len Arave
North Salt Lake

Candidate wants to 
clarify NSL issue

 I read with great pleasure 
articles about dog parks in 
South Ogden and Roy. I’m 
sure that many Ogden dog 
owners wondered, as I did, 
why these two significantly 
smaller cities have dog parks 
and Ogden City does not.

Scott Rogers
Ogden

Why no dog parks 
in Ogden?

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu




