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LANCE DICKIE: The Se-
attle Times columnist criticizes 
the GOP’s election campaign 
strategy of fear and anger and 
says that repealing financial 
reforms is all the Republican 
Party offers.
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A warning to any deer daring 
to enter Bountiful — they’re 
gonna try to getcha!

Bountiful city officials, in 
conjunction with the 
Utah Division of Wild-
life Resources, have 
made an agreement to 
“lethally remove nui-
sance deer” within the 
city. Twice monthly 
until the end of the year, 
a marksman will play 
target practice with the 
animals. City Manager 
Tom Hardy said it’s not 
an effort to eliminate 
deer in the city, but 
rather to manage the 
population. Also, Hardy 
added that the city has to receive per-
mission from property owners before 
shooting any deer.

Estimates of the deer population 
in Bountiful vary dramatically. The 
DWR estimated that there are 500 deer 
within Bountiful city limits. However, 
city officials believe there are as many 
as 3,000 deer in Bountiful.

Frankly, if one was to believe Boun-
tiful officials’ hyperbolic estimates, one 
would expect to see deer elbowing for 
room on the sidewalks of Bountiful or 
patiently waiting with pedestrians for 

red lights to turn green. We’re inclined 
to accept the DWR estimates.

And that leads us to wonder if hir-
ing a deer target shooter makes sense. 

A poll of Bounti-
ful residents that 
resulted in 3,600 
responses resulted 
in 60 percent of city 
residents wanting 
the deer left alone. 
Even more residents 
were opposed to 
the idea of hiring a 
marksman to shoot 
the animals.

There were 42 
deer fatalities in 
Bountiful the first 
half of this year. In 

2009, 74 deer were killed total. It would 
be a better idea for city officials to 
reconsider this deer-killing idea until 
total numbers are reached for 2010. 
We’re not convinced the city has made 
a reasonable case to go on a taxpayer-
funded deer hunt with the state.

However, there will be one advan-
tage if the Bountiful deer target shoot 
continues through the end of this year. 
Venison from the hunts will be donated 
to feed hungry residents. The group 
Farmers and Hunters Feeding the 
Hungry will process the meat.

Last summer, I took a pleasure trip to 
San Francisco. Because I didn’t plan 
on leaving the city, I decided to rely on 

public transportation instead of renting a car. 
Within the city, San Francisco’s iconic cable 
cars are the most famous form of public 
transportation.

On the Powell-Mason 
cable car line you can 
ride from the shopping 
district on Market Street 
to Fisherman’s Wharf. On 
the California cable car line 
you can travel from the 
Financial District, through 
Chinatown, over Nob Hill 
and to Grace Cathedral. 

The two cable car lines 
cover a sizable portion 
of the city. However, the 
popularity of cable cars  
with tourists has greatly 
diminished their value as 
a form of public transportation. The line 
to board the cars looks like the queue for a 
Disneyland ride. If you want to travel to your 
destination in a 
reasonable amount 
of time, the cable 
cars are not the 
way to go.  

While in San 
Francisco, I relied 
upon the bus. I 
never had to wait 
more than 10 
minutes for a bus. 
The routes traverse 
the entire city, and 
a $20 muni pass got 
me everywhere I 
needed to go during my stay. I didn’t get lost. 
I was never approached by a panhandler.

For some reason, many people view the 
bus as an inferior way to travel. That hasn’t 
always been the case. 

As one of the voices of the beat 
generation, Jack Kerouac wrote, 
“Exhausting or not, there’s no better way to 
see the West than to take a good old bus and 
go batting along on regular roads and come 
to all kinds of towns and cities where you can 
get out and walk sometimes a whole hour 
and see the world and come back to your bus 
and drive on.” 

When Dustin Hoffman whisked away 
Katharine Ross in the final scene of the 

Graduate, they rode off on the back seat of a 
Santa Barbara municipal bus.

Salt Lake is trying to revive the 
popularity of the bus with a new system 
called bus rapid transit. The rapid transit 
buses have dedicated lanes of traffic and 

computer interface 
with traffic signals 
to avoid delays. As 
a result, the rapid 
transit buses travel 
faster than regular 
automobile traffic and 
adhere to a highly 
reliable schedule. On 
the Salt Lake routes 
where the rapid 
transit busses have 
been added, ridership 
has doubled.

Many residents of 
Ogden are longing for 
the day when they can 

move around town on a modern streetcar. 
Undoubtedly, a streetcar system would 
increase the use of public transportation in 

Ogden. To verify 
this point you need 
look no further 
than Salt Lake 
City’s experience 
with Trax. 
Unfortunately, 
the reality of a 
streetcar system 
in Ogden is years 
away.

Alternative 
routes are still 
being debated. 
Once the route 

for the streetcar is finalized, and hopefully 
this will be soon, an environmental study 
will need to be submitted to the Federal 
Transit Administration. The project will then 
compete for funding with transit projects 
across the country. Assuming funding is 
ultimately attained, it will take several 
years to construct the streetcar line. It could 
take the better part of decade for Ogden’s 
streetcar system to become a reality.

When vacationing in San Francisco, I 
was unwilling to wait for the cable car, so 
I took the bus and found it to be a viable 
alternative. Those waiting for Ogden’s 
streetcar system might consider doing the 
same.

Deer in the crosshairs

Estimates of the deer 
population in Bounti-
ful vary dramatically. 
The DWR estimated 

that there are 500 deer 
within Bountiful city 
limits. However, city 
officials believe there 
are as many as 3,000 

deer in Bountiful.

Waiting for the streetcar

When vacationing in San 

Francisco, I was unwilling to wait 

for the cable car, so I took the 

bus and found it to be a viable 

alternative.

In response to the well-
timed letter attacking Earnest 
Rowley as the current Weber 
County Surveyor, I would 
like to say: show me another 
licensed surveyor running 
for the office, and I’ll consider 
your arguments, until then 
Mr. Rowley has my vote (Oct. 
7, “Weber surveyors’ office 
is inefficient, overpaid”). He 
should have the vote of every 
responsible property owner in 
Weber County.

Let’s start off with what I 
am not: I am not a member of 
the “good old boys” club, as I 
have only lived in Utah for two 
and a half years and Weber 
County for one and a half year. 

I am not “buds” with Mr. 
Rowley, nor anyone in the 
Weber County Surveyor’s 
office; I have only met 
with them in a professional 
atmosphere.

Now what I am: I am a 
licensed professional land 
surveyor in five western states, 
including Utah. My clientele 
are mostly private landowners 
in and around Weber County. 

I am also the only certified 
federal surveyor (CFedS) 
residing in Weber County. 
As a CFedS, I am specifically 
trained in establishing and 
re-establishing section corners 

– the “county” monuments in 
which most of your properties 
depend on to be correctly 
located on the ground.

With that, I can tell you one 
thing, Mr. Rowley has done 
an excellent job maintaining 
and re-establishing the 
section corners within Weber 
County. That is the single 
most important task of the 
surveyor’s office.

If we don’t have a licensed 
surveyor as the surveyor/
recorder, we cannot expect the 
same care will be taken with 
these invaluable monuments. 
Just recently a client had to 
pay me a rather large sum to 
write revised legal descriptions 
because a section corner had 
been erroneously set several 
decades ago, by an unqualified 
county surveyor. Property 
rights are so important to all 
of us, and if we are to elect 
an untaught, untrained, and 
unlicensed county surveyor, 
I can assure you, these rights 
could easily get trampled upon!

So unless someone presents 
me with another licensed 
surveyor running for Weber 
County Surveyor/Recorder, Mr. 
Rowley is the best and really 
the only option. 

James Couts
Roy

Surveyor excellent in re-establishing section corners

It is time for the voters of 
Kaysville to stand up and be 
counted. Rational thinking 
must prevail over a poorly-
timed and ill-conceived plan 
to tax the citizens of Kaysville 
through a general obligation 
bond for the next 20 years in 
order to build a new police 
station that carries a price tag 
of $4,500,000. Many people 
question whether a new police 
station is even necessary right 
now.

The news out of Washington 
D.C. is pitiful, and if polls 
conducted are indeed accurate, 
then we are not happy with 
what our elected officials 
are doing. Until now, I would 
have never lumped our local 
politicians in with those in 
Washington D.C. However, it 
has been said that “perception 
is reality.”  That is why I am 
so baffled by the fact that our 
locally elected officials have 
essentially followed the lead of 
those in Washington and have 
decided that they “know what 
is best” for us.  

The city will allow the 
people to decide whether this 
bond measure will pass or not, 

and  it is on the ballot for the 
people to decide.  However, 
the propaganda mailer that 
was sent to Kaysville residents 
plays on peoples’ fear and 
emotions. It would have one 
believe that we live in one of 
the most crime-riddled cities in 
the country and that if we don’t 
act now we won’t be able to 
deal with all of the crime that 
we have in our city. The irony 
is that this bond measure will 
not add one more police officer 
to the city of Kaysville. It will 
not make us any safer as a 
community.  

Kaysville is a safe place to 
live and the people of Kaysville 
are a tight knit group; we care 
for each other, we look out for 
our neighbor, we work within 
our community to insure the 
safety of our children, Should 
we  tax the homeowners and 
business owners of Kaysville 
an unspecified amount (the 
bond provides estimates, but 
states that there is no limit on 
the amount of taxes the city 
may be required to levy to pay 
debt services on the bonds) 

Greg Iannone
Kaysville

Kaysville can’t afford new police station; vote no

I’m responding to the Oct. 
7 letter, “Weber surveyors’ 
office is inefficient, 
overpaid.” 

The question is, what 
does the surveyors’ office 
do? The surveyors took 
almost a year investigating 
one monument section in 
Weber County!

The Union Pacific 
Railroad property had 
specific points described 
on the original deed from 
a private individual to the 
CCPRR (Chicago Central 
and Pacific Railroad) and 
Union Pacific Railroad to 
Reese Station.

The Weber County plat 
shows a 33-foot strip of 
ground on which Mr. Rowley 
gave a tax identification 
number. The plat showed 
this railroad strip vacant. 
The new plat does not show 
the changes he has actually 
made and the Weber County 
plats are wrong. This 33-
foot section does not exist! 
A survey shows this strip 
is not there, so property 
owners “bordering” the 
section were already paying 
the taxes. 

Rowley, as a surveyor, 
should know this. The late 
Martin Moore, former 
Weber County surveyor 
from 1995-2006, told me 
about the 33 feet when I 
purchased the railroad 
property.

Why is the surveyors’ 
office researching the 
county archives instead of 
the recorders’ office? Our 
tax money is paying to cover 
up Mr. Rowley’s mistake. 

The county needs a 
recorder who will use the 
position and office to record 
our deeds accurately and 
with trust and integrity.

Lynn Stevens
Ogden  

Weber needs an accurate, 
trustworthy surveyor 




