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On StandardNET:

ARTHUR I. CYR: The 
Scripps Howard News Ser-
vice columnist says that after 
decades of dictatorship and 
repression, Cuba and its lead-
ers are starting a flirtation with 
capitalism.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

On the immigration debate, both 
sides deserve blame for the 
political strife that hamstrings 
that issue. 

On the left, there are too many who 
deny, and by extension, oppose any solu-
tion to the fiscal and criminal problems 
associated with illegal immigration. 

On the right, too many pols see opposi-
tion to any type of reasonable, moderate 
immigration reform as a sure way to gain 
support or avoid electablity worries. They 
scream “amnesty” and propose impossible 
solutions, such as requiring 11 million-plus 
illegals to leave the United States.

That’s a shame, because a lot of good 
immigration reform ideas die in the legis-
lative hopper, starved of support due to a 
lack of common sense. One good idea that 
will probably be discarded again is the 
Dream Act, which gives children of illegal 
immigrants — who have proven they have 
what it takes to be successful — six years 
to either graduate with a two-year degree, 
advance two years toward a four-year de-
gree, or complete two years with the U.S. 

military. If the Dream Act participants 
achieve one of these goals, they become 
permanent residents of the U.S.

This is not amnesty. It’s earned. Partici-
pants in the Dream Act have to work hard 
to be a part of the American Dream. They 
need to have been here at least five years. 
They have to prove that they have a stake 
in assimilating into the United States. 

If they mess up, the dream is over. 
There is no tolerance for mishaps or fail-
ure, or crime. It’s one strike and you’re out.

The U.S. Senate may bring up the 
Dream Act for a vote this week. It de-
serves to pass. It embodies the positive 
attributes all of us admire in young people: 
hard work, study, patriotism, integrity, 
respect for rules. 

Alas, we doubt it will pass. Given the 
intense politics and demagoguery over the 
illegal immigration issue, senators who 
vote for the Dream Act will face future 
retribution at the polls — and the Demo-
cratic Party by extension. Reasonable 
immigration reform is not a priority at this 
time.

Dream Act a casualty of strife

I want to say farewell to Allison Barlow 
Hess. For several years, Allison has 
been a regular contributor to the 

Standard-Examiner’s “Top of Utah Voices” 
column. Once a month, Allison, along with 
myself and several others, 
write a column for the 
Standard. Allison began 
writing for the Standard 
a few years before I did. 
When I started writing, it 
was suggested that I look to 
Allison’s regular columns 
as an example of a good 
editorial. Allison wrote her 
last column in June.

Allison recently got 
a new job. For over 
a decade, Allison has 
been an instructor in 
Weber State University’s 
Communication 
Department. She has served as a teacher 
and mentor to hundreds of WSU students. 
She recently accepted an appointment as 
WSU’s Director of Public Relations.

As an award-winning teacher, I am 
certain that Allison will miss the classroom 
and the day-to-day interaction with students. 
She will also miss advising the students 
who work for WSU’s student newspaper, 
The Signpost. At the same time, I can 
understand the attraction of accepting 
responsibility for WSU’s public relations 
efforts. WSU has a great many things worth 
publicizing.

Last month, the new U.S. News college 
and university rankings were announced, 
and WSU was once again ranked as one of 
the top 20 public universities in the West. 
In the most recent Community College 
Week ratings, based upon the number of 
associate’s degrees awarded by four-year 
institutions, WSU ranked eighth nationally 
in nursing, seventh nationally in health 

professions, tenth nationally in general 
associate’s degrees, and 16th nationally 
for all disciplines. Within the state of Utah, 
WSU is the largest provider of both nursing 
and health professions associate’s degrees.

For the fourth 
consecutive year, 
WSU was named 
to the President’s 
Higher Education 
Community Service 
Honor Roll. This 
award is the highest 
national recognition 
a university can 
receive for civic 
engagement and 
service to the 
community.

Over the past 
five years, WSU has 
grown more rapidly 

than any university or four-year college in 
the state. Since the 2005-06 academic year, 
WSU has added 4,997 students. 

In terms of five-year growth, Utah Valley 
University, which is often lauded for its high 
growth rate, lags WSU by more than 700 
students.  

This fall, almost 24,000 students will 
enroll at WSU. More than 68 percent of 
these students indicate that WSU was their 
number one choice. 

Clearly, I can understand why Allison 
is attracted to a job where she can 
promote WSU. Regrettably, Allison’s new 
appointment as Director of Public Relations 
is the cause for her stepping down as a 
contributor to the Standard-Examiner. 

It isn’t that she wouldn’t have the 
time to write columns. It just wouldn’t 
be appropriate for someone tasked with 
promoting WSU to write a regular news 
column. I wish her the best of luck in her 
new job.

To a job well done

Tax cuts are due to sunset if there 
is no action to extend them. In 
light of the still-ballooning deficit, 
Obama has proposed allowing 

the tax breaks for the nation’s wealthiest 
households to expire while retaining the 
cuts for middle-class Americans, who both 
need the money more and spend a higher 
portion of their income, pumping up the 
economy.

This proposal is what’s known as a 
“compromise,” an archaic political tool we 
would like to see revived but which Repub-
licans seem disinclined to touch. They want 
all the tax cuts made permanent. If they 

don’t agree to middle ground, then middle-
income Americans will see their taxes rise, 
as well as the top 2 percent of taxpaying 
families the GOP wants to protect.

Critics of Obama’s plan say extend-
ing the tax cuts for the rich will eventu-
ally help the middle class too because the 
money will trickle down in the form of 
more hiring and new small businesses. But 
evidence to support trickle-down econom-
ics always has been thin. 

It’s time to return reason to U.S. tax 
policy and compromise to the Capitol. Both 
parties should embrace the Obama plan.

— San Jose Mercury News

Tax policy compromise I’m responding to the 
article on the front page 
of Sept. 12, “Tougher left 
turn laws? I am tired of the 
notion that I must watch 
out for those who are riding 
motorcycles! 

Every day I witness a 
bike rider zooming in and 
out of traffic, going well 
over the posted speed limit. 
Then everyone is expected 
to begin “seeing motorcycle 
riders.” 

These riders seem to 
believe that just because 
they are on a bike they are 
larger than life and should 
therefore be seen.

As they are zigzaging 
through traffic, they should 
realize they are smaller 
than the vehicle they are 
trying to pass and usually 
cannot be seen until they 
are clear of the other 
vehicle. 

I was traveling up Weber 
Canyon headed to Fort 
Bridger, Wyo., in the right-
hand lane at the posted 
speed limit of 70 mph. 
There was another car that 
had just passed me in the 
left lane. 

All of a sudden a 
motorcycle zoomed past 
me, cut in front of me to 
avoid hitting the vehicle in 

front of him in the left lane, 
zoomed alongside of that 
car, cut back in front of the 
car on his left, then poured 
on the speed and continued 
on up the highway at 
somewhere around 85 to 
90 mph. How do I protect 
myself from hitting one of 
these “speeding bullets?”

As far as left-turn 
accidents are concerned, 
I have witnessed a 
motorcycle that was almost 
hit because when the amber 
light came on to warn of a 
change to red, thus allowing 
any automobile waiting to 
complete his left turn, the 
motorcycle rider evoked 
his “me-first” right, twisted 
his accelerator handle and 
zipped past the cars that 
had almost stopped. 

There was an accident! 
How is the person 
attempting to complete 
their left turn and clear the 
intersection supposed to 
avoid the low-flying missile 
coming at them at well over 
the speed limit?

I see examples 
almost every day when a 
motorcycle rider does not, 
or will not obey the rules of 
the road. 

Duane Boothe
Roy

Some motorcyclists disobey rules of road

Excuse me, but it seems 
like things are incorrect 
here. I recently spent a 
morning shopping at a local 
big-box discount store only 
to find such a simple item as 
water softener had almost 
doubled in price since 2009.

Also, milk, coffee, 
produce, bathroom items, 
sea food, butter, eggs and 
everything else on the 
shelves was higher in price, 
not to mention gasoline, 
which most of us need to 
survive.

Did I miss something 
when our current 
administration leader 
proclaimed there would 
be no need to raise Social 
Security payments to those 
eligible seniors in the years 
2010 and 2011 because there 
was no indication that the 
cost of living had gone up? 
What egg does that guy live 
in?

So, I did my homework. 
The U.S. government started 
taxing my income beginning 
in the year 1955 when I was 

eleven years old. 
I can’t totally recall, but 

I guess I was making tons 
of money mowing lawns, 
shoveling sidewalks, selling 
night crawlers on street 
corners.

From 1955 to 2005, a 
portion of my (and my 
employers’) hard earned 
money went directly 
in to the hands of the 
multimillionaires we call our 
elected representatives. I, 
like so many others, dumbly 
assumed our money was 
being set aside for us when 
we retired. (How incorrect 
was I!)

Sorry, I don’t buy it! I’m 
tired of putting up with it and 
letting the educated morons 
in Washington get away with 
it. 

Perhaps our elected 
representatives should 
mosey out of their gated 
communities, work a gas 
pump if they know how, and 
do their own shopping.

Michael D. Stoddard
North Ogden

Social Security doesn’t keep up with cost of living

Has anyone noticed how 
lame our post cards are for 
Ogden? We went to Park City 
recently, and were impressed 
by how they promoted their 
beauty and activities through 
their post cards. We don’t!  

There are so many new 
photo “ops” now, such as 
the Junction, FrontRunner, 
the parkways. Why hasn’t 
someone (like the Standard-
Examiner photographers), 
gone out and taken 
advantage of this? 

There are websites to 
make postcards once the 
photograph is digital.

I would do this, but I’m 
still in the dark ages and use 
35mm film.

Sonja Stewart
Ogden

Ogden sells lame 
postcards

You know you are among 
the select few when the 
Standard-Examiner’s Calvin 
Grondahl draws caricatures 
of you. We were quite 
amused as he did some of us 
real credit.

 Also, the Sept. 9 
editorial, “Splashing in 
Morgan city,” was quite 
accurate (for a change) as 
it expressed our desire to 
provide a safe, fun actviity 
for the children of our 
community.

However, the old teacher 
in me would like to make a 
correction. We have never 
intimated that we were 
going to use $250,000 of the 
taxpayers’ money. 

Quite the contrary, as 
we are going to make this 
work with fundraisers and 
donations.   

So, thank you for the free 
publicity and make your 
checks out to Morgan City 
Splash Pad, P.O Box 1085, 
Morgan, Utah 84050.

Jim Egbert
Mayor

Morgan city

Morgan splash pad to 
be built by fundraising


