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On StandardNET:

DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times columnist 
on the long road to health 
care insurance reform that 
President Obama is working 
on.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

It’s been eight years since the 
Sept. 11 attacks that killed more 
than 3,000 Americans. Time 
passes. Children just entering 

the fifth grade when al-Qaida attacked 
have now graduated from high school; 
some are beginning college.

Sept. 11 is etched in our history. In 
the Top of Utah, the anniversary was 
remembered with a sunrise ceremony 
in Davis County. There were victims of 
Sept. 11 who lived in the Top of Utah. 
They and the rest of the people mur-
dered that day are not forgotten. 

We also will never forget the cour-
age of those passengers on Flight 93, 
from Newark, N.J., who over Penn-
sylvania skies rushed the cockpit and 
foiled the plans of evil men to attack 
our nation’s Capitol or White House.

In the battle against terrorism, there 
have been successes and mistakes. Our 
nation has not been attacked by al-Qai-
da since Sept. 11. We should be grate-
ful to our intelligence agencies and 
military for that achievement. 

The war against Iraq was a mistake. 
The Bush administration’s rationale 
for war — that Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction — turned out to be a 
fantasy. Thousands of brave American 
soldiers — and Iraqis — have died in 
a years-long effort to pacify a nation 
that spun out of control soon after the 
U.S.-led invasion. Our presence in Iraq 
appears to be getting closer to an end. 
It is a fragile democracy with an un-

certain future. Never again, one hopes, 
will the U.S. try to change the political 
system of a country without provoca-
tion from that country.

Afghanistan is a different matter. Its 
previous rulers, the Taliban, offered 
a training ground for al-Qaida. The 
Taliban were deposed soon after Sept. 
11, but the battle still rages in Afghani-
stan, a backwards nation that is tribal 
in many areas. We still have not cap-
tured al-Qaida leader Osama bin-Laden 
or Taliban leader Mullah Omar. 

Eight years after Sept 11, some 
are beginning to question whether we 
should stay in Afghanistan. An offen-
sive to root out Taliban strongholds has 
increased U.S. casualties. More com-
mentators, including respected conser-
vative voice George Will, are urging a 
retreat from Afghanistan. 

We’re debating our mission in Afgh-
anstan: Are we there to be nation build-
ers, and prop up a weak democracy, or 
are we there to go after al-Qaida and 
the Taliban? What happens to Afghani-
stan — or Pakistan — if we leave?

So far the Obama administration is 
committed to a major U.S. presence 
in Afghanistan. We pray for the suc-
cess of our military in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and the rest of the world. Sept. 11 
shaped our national and global security 
in ways we wouldn’t have imagined on 
Sept. 10. 

That day’s impact will stay signifi-
cant through this young century.

Eight years later

As the end of summer approaches, I 
find myself spending quite a bit of 
time on my front porch. I think one 

of the reasons I love porch sitting is that 
it brings back memories of sitting on my 
grandmother’s front porch over 50 years 
ago.

I often sat on her lap while she sat on 
a cane-bottom rocking 
chair. She often held a 
book and let me turn the 
pages. Sometimes we 
had a children’s book, 
but often we pursued 
something else because 
our tastes were fairly 
eclectic. We looked at the 
interesting photographs 
in Life and Look 
magazines. We examined 
the Sears catalog. She 
even read me stories 
from Marvel and DC 
Comics — reading 
material that many would 
have found unacceptable for a three year 
old.

My grandmother’s philosophy about 
reading was pretty simple. As long as you 
had some kind of book in your hand and 
were turning pages, you were teaching a 
child a useful lesson.

A Weber State University project is 
founded on a similar philosophy. Two 
decades ago, Jay Glasmann established an 
endowment at WSU to promote reading and 
family literacy. Under the current direction 
of Paul Schvaneveldt, the Glasmann/
Standard-Examiner Family Literacy Project 
assists parents with the critically important 
task of helping their children learn to read. 

In partnership with the Ogden-Weber 
Community Action Partnership, Elizabeth 
Stewart Treehouse Museum, Deseret 
Industries and UBS Bank, the Family 
Literacy Project both trains and encourages 
the parents of Head Start children to be 
more engaged in literacy activities with 
their children. The fundamental goal of 
the program is promoting greater levels 
of literacy with preschool children. Over 
the past year, the Family Literacy Project 
served 121 families in greater Ogden. The 
profiles of the families served reveal the 

changing demographic in central Ogden.
The majority of these families live 

below the poverty level. Slightly more than 
66 percent of the families were Hispanic. 
Almost half the households were one-parent 
households. More than 84 percent of these 
families had household incomes of less 
than $25,000; more than 60 percent had 

household incomes of 
less than $15,000. 

Many of the families 
have a very limited 
number of books in 
their homes. To address 
this challenge, Deseret 
Industries collects 
500 books each month 
and donates the them 
to the project. UBS 
Bank funds family 
memberships at the 
Elizabeth Stewart 
Treehouse Museum. 

Over the course 
of a year, trained 

facilitators visit families in their homes 
every three to four weeks. The purpose 
of these visits is to help parents establish 
regular reading routines, and engage their 
children in educational activities inside 
and outside the home. Research indicates 
that these activities can have a profound 
influence on educational attainment, 
income, and emotional health when the 
child becomes an adult.

The results of assessment research show 
that the program is working. Results show 
that parents increase their daily literacy 
activities with their children and that 
their children’s literacy abilities increase. 
Participating parents are more likely to 
be engaged with their children in reading, 
storytelling, rhyming activities, and letter 
and word identification. Parents are also 
more likely to establish routines, establish 
limits, and create a regular time for reading 
each day.

The children who participate in the 
Glasmann/Standard-Examiner Family 
Literacy Project receive many benefits. 
One of these will be lifelong memories of 
reading with their parents. 

The project is an example of a simple 
idea that works.

A simple idea that works

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

My mouth dropped as I 
watched the news the other 
day. There was a woman in 
tears, upset at the thought 
that the schools might show 
Obama’s education speech at 
her children’s school. 

What was she upset about? 
Did she not want someone 
telling her kids to stay in 
school? Maybe she doesn’t 
want her kids to think that 
education is important. 

I’m not sure what her 
motive was, or what her 
hidden agenda was. I am 
very pleased that my 
daughter’s school chose to 
show Obama’s education 
speech. 

I am disgusted that any 
school would refuse to show 
it. First of all, students 
could opt out of watching 
it. Second, what are we 
teaching our children with 
this behavior? That it is OK 
to defy authority if you don’t 
like the person? That it is OK 
to ignore what the president 
of the United States is telling 
us? 

Whether we like him or 
not, whether we voted for 
him or not, whether we are 
Democrat or Republican: 
Obama is the president of the 
United States of America, 
and we should support him 
as such. Don’t pardon this 

type of behavior and then 
turn around and wonder why 
your kids don’t respect their 
teachers, police officers, or 
even you. 

It is a sad day when the 
people won’t support the 
president who was elected 
by the people, for the people. 
An education speech so kids 
can hear the president of the 
United States tell them to 
“stay in school,” is that really 
so bad?

Arianne Swinney-Martin
Brigham City

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“Obama IS the President 
of the United States of 
America, and we should 
support him as such.”

“He is president, not king! 
He does not rule by devine 
right. I will support him when 
he is right, and oppose him as 
“loyal opposition” when he is 
wrong. 

“By acting on her 
principles instead of blindly 
following governmental 
dictates, the woman who 
kept her child from seeing 
Obama’s speech was, 
hopefully, teaching her child 
that it is more important to 
do what is right, than it is to 
go along with the crowd, or 
blindly follow a charismatic 
leader. ...” — Kosmo1973

Teaching kids to ignore president wrong

I read with concern the 
Sept. 8 guest commentary 
by Laura Warburton, 
“Obama’s speech to schools 
is inappropriate.” She 
questioned the wisdom of 
Supt. Michael Jacobsen in 
allowing students to listen to 
a speech on education by “the 
controversial president we 
currently have.” 

She seemed proud that 
she did not vote for either 
candidate because, “I am 
an American,” she stated. 
Aren’t we all?  Her disjointed 
statement then talks about 
socialism and communism. 

Later in her article she 
states, “Combined with the 
zealous socialistic movement 
taking place in our country, 
this broadcast is frightening 
and should be alarming 
to every freedom-loving 
American.” 

As I read the commentary, 
I felt I was in the 1950s with 
Joe McCarthy preaching his 
hate and distortions of reality.

I commend Supt. Jacobsen 
for his courage. I am 

concerned by the capitulation 
by other superintendents to 
fear of any controversy. I 
am alarmed by the examples 
of “education speak” that 
borders on laughable by 
district leaders trying to 
justify a poor decision. What 
message did other district 
leaders send to students 
concerning their view of the 
presidency? The office of the 
president deserves respect. 

If it is out of fashion for 
the president to challenge 
students to work hard, 
follow the rules and focus on 
learning, then educational 
leaders need to rethink their 
priorities. How does a call to 
learn and work hard equal 
a liberal agenda? Would 
the decision be the same 
Ms. Warburton, if we were 
talking about President 
Romney and not President 
Obama? I support the 
editorial of the Standard-
Examiner, “Obama’s address 
to kids welcome.”

Ross Poore
Layton

Commentary reminiscent of McCarthy era

While I agree with Laura 
Warburton’s guest commentary 
of Sept. 8, “Obama’s speech 
to schools in inappropriate,” 
unfortunately she fails to 
understand the purpose of the 
public educational system. 

Here, I quote from an article 
by Thomas Sowell of The 
Washington Times, September 
20, 1998, commentary, Page B3, 
“Volunteer’ bridge to favored 
agendas”:

“Professor Dewey, the 
godfather of “progressive” 
education, said it all 70 years 
ago: The great task of the 
school is to counteract and 
transform” the beliefs and 
values that the child brings 
from “the home and the 
church.”

Our “progressive” President 
Obama is simply doing his part 
in ensuring the completion of 
that “great task.”

Robert McKay
Burke, Va.

School transforming 
values of home, church 

I am an Armenian lady 
who has lived in Ogden for 
the past 33 years. My mom, 
Janet Hasratian, and I bought a 
lovely house and live together. 
She has had two knee surgeries 
performed by a wonderful local 
doctor. 

Last Wednesday, she fell 
down and broke the bone above 
her knee. She had a difficult 
surgery, but our hero, the local 
doctor, took care of her. He is a 
caring, loving and sweet man.

My mom is in a local rehab 
center in Ogden, which is 
number one. It’s clean and 
the staff, Jeannette, Kyle and 
Brad, really cares about her. 
They are patient, loving and 
understanding and I want to 
thank them and tell them how 
much I appreciate them.

If my mom has to be 
somewhere for rehab care, I 
would want her to be in this 
center.

Mitra Hakimnia
Ogden

Ogden doctor, rehab 
center appreciated




