
In July, The New York Times 
educational supplement printed 
a list of the largest colleges 

and universities in the country, 
based upon undergraduate student 
enrollment. Weber State University 
was listed among the largest schools 
in the nation, with an undergraduate 
enrollment of more than 18,000 
students. 

WSU wasn’t at the very top of the 
list. The top places were occupied by 
schools like Miami-Dade Community 
College, Ohio State University and 
the Arizona State University system. 
Nonetheless, WSU held a prominent 
place among the largest universities. 
In terms of undergraduate 
enrollment, The New York Times 
ranking placed WSU ahead of many 
respected universities including: 
George Mason University, Kent 
State, the University of Nebraska, 
Ohio University, the University of 
Pittsburgh and the University of 
North Carolina. 

According to the Department 
of Education, there are more than 
6,000 colleges and universities in the 
United States. WSU’s undergraduate 
enrollment places it among the 
top 2 percent of all colleges and 
universities.

The New York Times list also 
contained several statistics about the 
colleges and universities listed, and 
the schools could be ranked on these 

various statistical measures. One 
of the statistics related to class size. 
Small classes are frequently equated 
with individualized instruction and 
educational quality.

In The New York Times article, 
WSU was ranked ninth in the nation 
based upon the proportion of classes 
with fewer than 20 students. At WSU, 
half of all classes have enrollments of 
20 or fewer students.

The ranking in The New York 
Times supplement provides a glimpse 
into a fundamental conundrum: WSU 
is a large, comprehensive university 
which serves thousands of students 
with highly varied backgrounds and 
desires. Yet, even though WSU serves 
thousands of students, the most 
important element of its mission is 
providing all students an excellent 
educational experience based upon 

personalized attention. Small classes 
and personalized attention are more 
frequently associated with small 
liberal arts colleges than large, state 
universities.

Nonetheless, WSU has successfully 
blended the elements of a large 
university and a small college for 
much of its history. Weber’s ability 
to do so is generally accepted and 
perhaps taken for granted. In fact, this 
accomplishment is quite remarkable.

The extraordinary nature of the 
WSU undergraduate experience was 
reinforced for me several years ago 
at a national conference sponsored by 
the Association of American Colleges 
and Universities. On the last day of 
the conference, the participants were 
matched with other participants 

from what were intended to be peer 
institutions. Participants were then 
asked to share effective practices with 
their peers, and peers were invited to 
offer comments and suggestions.

During this exercise, Weber 
State University was paired 
with Vassar College. It was both 
helpful and productive to discuss 
undergraduate education with our 
colleagues from Vassar College. The 
faculty from Vassar were insightful, 
articulate and unfailingly gracious. 
It was also apparent that there 
were many similarities between the 
educational experiences that WSU 
and Vassar were seeking to create for 
undergraduate students.

Yet, despite our common desires, 
Vassar and WSU are very different 
institutions. Vassar only enrolls 670 
incoming students each year. These 
students are carefully screened 
and fewer than a third of those who 
apply are accepted for admission. 
The students who are accepted for 
admission into Vassar will pay an 
annual tuition of $35,520. In contrast, 
WSU enrolls more than 2,000 new 
students each year who pay an annual 
tuition of $2,988. The task of engaging 
students is easier on a small campus 
with abundant resources. Creating 
an excellent educational experience 
in the type of environment found at 
Vassar is far less daunting than the 
task WSU has undertaken. Yet, WSU 

excels at its mission.
Yesterday, classes began at WSU, 

and more than 2,000 new, first-
year students began their college 
education. These students have a 
wide range of backgrounds and 
experiences. A large number are 
recent high school graduates. Some 
are entering college after interrupting 
their studies for a decade or longer. 
Many are the first in their family to 
attend college. 

At WSU, all these students will 
find small classes and an educational 
experience that compare favorably 
with the best colleges and universities 
in the nation. WSU is a large 
university, and enrollment projections 
from the Board of Regents indicate 
the school will become even larger, 
growing to an enrollment of 26,000 
students by the year 2030.

In the coming years, the challenge 
for WSU will be to serve the needs 
of these additional students without 
sacrificing the university’s reputation 
for small class sizes and personalized 
educational experiences. 

WSU has embarked upon an 
ambitious planning effort to ensure 
that over the next two decades it will 
continue to offer the variety, energy 
and innovation of a large university 
and the personalized attention of a 
small college. The history of WSU 
suggests it is likely to achieve this 
laudable goal.

Weber State University positioned to meet the needs of its students
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By Ralph Wakley

Guest commentary

Utahns for Public Schools 
knew the deck was 
stacked against it in its 

efforts to overturn House Bill 
148 — the school voucher bill 
that gives tax breaks primarily 
to rich, white parents. But 
the anti-voucher people are 
just beginning to find out how 
stacked the deck really is.

The Utah Legislature 
doesn’t like citizens taking laws 
it passes and placing them 

before voters. As a result, 
citizens have only 40 days to 
collect about 92,000 signatures 
of registered voters to put such 
controversial laws on the ballot. 
However, Utahns for Public 
Schools volunteers were so 
committed they gathered more 
than 130,000 voter signatures in 
that seemingly impossible time 
period.

So now HB 148 goes 
before Utah voters on Nov. 6. 
But that’s not the end of the 
Legislature’s deck-stacking. 
Someone had to write the 

impartial 
ballot title 
that tries to 
explain the 
referendum. 
And — 
surprise, 
surprise — 
that job falls 
by law to the 
Legislature’s 
own attorneys. 

Since those lawyers take orders 
from the Legislature, it’s not 
surprising that the ballot title 
fails the sniff test.

Rather than call vouchers 
what they are — a tax break 
for the Utahns who need it the 
least when the state’s public 
schools are so poorly funded 
— the Legislature’s lawyers 
threw up a smokescreen by 
calling HB 148 “a scholarship 
program.”

When I went to school, we 
all knew what a scholarship 
was — and a scholarship wasn’t 
a tax break for the wealthy. 
But voters are stuck with 
that “scholarship” language 
because the Utah Supreme 

Court last week ruled “the 
fact that all the world may be 
confused by a proposed ballot 
title alone is not enough.” 

To change that wording, the 
justices said the Legislature 
requires that they would have 
to find “that the proposed 
title is clearly false or clearly 
biased.” 

Under that requirement, the 
justices said they were unable 
to conclude that the ballot title 
was “substantively false.”

As a result, the HB 148 
deck-stacking continues, and 

Utah voters will read a vague 
and ambiguous ballot title when 
they enter the voting booth 
Nov. 6.

Hopefully, they’ll overcome 
the inaccurate ballot language 
drafted by the Legislature’s 
lawyers and vote against giving 
away tax money to elite private 
schools when Utah’s public 
schools face such critical 
financial needs.

Wakley is a retired 
Standard-Examiner reporter. 
He is a volunteer adviser to 
Utahns for Public Schools.

Legislature trying to create a smokescreen on the voucher referendum
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By RichaRd evans

Guest commentary

My wife and I have lived in Eden for 
more than 30 years. We like it, and 
it is the lifestyle we want. When we 

moved here it was a quiet, farming community. 
The taxes were fair, and the services 
provided by Weber County were good.

Lots of other people have discovered 
what a nice place it is and have 
purchased property and built homes. 
This is growth, and it was bound to 
happen. The people who moved here are 
good people and make good neighbors.

When the Olympics came along, it 
also brought more growth. People who 
owned property found they could sell it 
for a lot of money; you can’t blame them 
for that. They had their dream homes.  

Many of these properties were 
developed into or sold as second homes or 
permanent residences with values Ogden Valley 
had never seen before. 

By law, along comes Weber County Assessor 
Cheryl Madson and her team of assessors to 
reassess our properties.  Existing homes that 
were not built as investments to be turned over 
every several years became subject to those 
higher property assessment values.  

I think we need to change the property tax 
laws and make them similar to California’s or 
Michigan’s whereby our homes would be taxed 
on what we paid for them plus a small percent 
increase each year. When and if a home is 
resold, the county should change the property 
tax rate based on what the new owner paid for 
the house — not on what the assessors think it 
should be. 

It should be clear to our politicians after 

attending the Aug. 15 meeting that what they 
are doing to the people in Ogden Valley is 
drastically wrong and not fair!

I have talked with Commissioners Dearden 
and Bischoff about the matter, and it is the 
same old story: We sympathize with you and 
wish we could help, but the law is the law.  They 

conveniently seem to forget that 
they have the power to set the mill 
levy associated with assessed value.  
Maybe they could try and change the 
law. 

I tried to talk with Commissioner 
Zogmaister, but as of this writing, she 
has not found time to return my call.

Talking with our state legislator 
Sen. Allen Christensen was very 
enlightening. He told me the real 
estate lobbyists have so much money 
and power that if he does anything to 
reduce our property taxes he could 

lose his job. 
It is comforting to know we have a puppet 

in the Legislature, and the real estate lobbyists 
are pulling the strings. Where is his obligation to 
serve the people?

At our last meeting, Donald Bell asked that 
our assessments be done over again in the 
proper order and with the correct assumptions. 
He reported there are inconsistencies in the 
methods the county assessor’s office uses to 
determine a fair assessment on our properties.  
We expect our elected officials to be responsive 
and proactive in helping the citizens of Ogden 
Valley receive property tax relief, rather 
than hiding behind the law and ignoring the 
devastating effects of longtime and fixed-
income residents being driven out of our homes.

Politicians, do something!
Evans lives in Eden.

Politicians — do something!

Evans                               




