
Last week, President Barack Obama 
visited Macomb Community College in 
Michigan. He used his visit to announce 

the “American Graduation Initiative,” a 
sweeping $12 billion plan to increase the 
number of associate’s degrees granted by the 
nation’s community colleges. Given his goal, 
President Obama would 
be well served to look to 
the example of Weber 
State University. He could 
learn some lessons that 
would put his investment 
to good use. 

The key points of 
Obama’s proposal are 
creating a range of 
online course offerings 
to serve the needs of 
students, successfully 
moving students toward 
graduation, and preparing 
students for the 
workforce. Weber State 
University excels in each of these areas.

For more than a decade, WSU has been a 
national leader in online education. Almost 
one in five WSU enrollments are online 
enrollments. I have spoken with Clinical 
Laboratory Science graduates who earned 
their entire degree online; their first trip to 
the WSU campus was for the graduation 
ceremony. WSU’s Bachelors of Integrated 
studies program is presently expanding its 
online degree offerings to meet the needs 
of the U.S. military. If the president wants 
to meet the needs of working students, 
supporting online education is a good decision.

To successfully move students toward 
graduation, WSU offers a comprehensive 
range of degrees. A significant number of 
entering college students have not decided 
which major they wish to pursue. These 
students may ultimately choose either an 
associate’s degree program or a bachelor’s 
degree program. At many colleges, students 
may be forced to transfer to another 
institution after they select their major 
because the degree they ultimately desire is 
unavailable.

At WSU, students may move into either 
associate’s or bachelor’s degree programs 
without having to transfer to another 
institution. Last year, of WSU’s 3,801 
graduates 1,684 earned a two-year degree, 

Many of these students will go on to attain a 
bachelor’s degree, and a significant number 
will ultimately earn a master’s degree from 
WSU.

Does WSU’s model for degree completion 
work? One piece of convincing evidence 
is found in the rankings of the magazine 

Community College 
Week which annually 
evaluates the nation’s  
colleges and universities 
based upon the number 
of associate’s degrees 
awarded. The ranking 
includes degrees granted 
by both two-year and 
four-year institutions. 

In the most recent 
Community College 
Week ratings, based upon 
the number of associate’s 
degrees awarded by four-
year institutions, WSU 
ranked fourth nationally 

in nursing, sixth nationally in science, seventh 
nationally in health professions, eighth 
nationally in general associate’s degrees, and 
16th nationally for all disciplines. Within the 
state of Utah, WSU is the largest provider 
of both nursing and health professions 
associate’s degrees.

The final component of Obama’s initiative 
is training students for jobs which will 
contribute to the economy now and in 
the future. WSU excels in technical and 
professional education. More than 70 percent 
of WSU’s 21,000 students are enrolled in 
technical and professional programs such as 
manufacturing engineering technology, dental 
hygiene, accounting, logistics and supply 
chain management, and teacher education. 
Because of the high demand for these 
professions, many WSU students have a job 
before they have a degree.

When you are pursuing a goal, it is 
helpful to have a model. For decades, WSU 
has fulfilled a multi-dimensional mission 
by serving as northern Utah’s community 
college and also offering a comprehensive 
range of bachelor’s and master’s programs. 
If President Obama’s goal is to create online 
education programs, move students toward 
graduation, and prepare students for the 
workforce, he could not find a better example 
than Weber State University.
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On StandardNET:

SOMALIA: In the Wash-
ington Post, Ahmedou Ould-
Abdallah, the U.N. special 
representative for Somalia, 
says the world has a duty to 
help that suffering nation.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Welcome to “The Twilight 
Zone,” otherwise known 
as the U.S. Senate, where 
a very important debate 

over the future of the F-22 jet fighter is 
being played out in conjunction with a 
spat over whether to add a completely 
unrelated hate-crimes provision into 
the overall defense spending bill.

It’s called politics in the 21st century, 
and it’s unseriousness almost makes us 
take a quixotic stand for term limits. 
Here’s the nonsense in a nutshell: Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., is working with 
the White House on an amendment to 
ax $1.75 billion in planned spending on 
the F-22. However, congressional Dem-
ocrats, led by Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., oppose the F-22 
amendment solely in order to get the 
Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act attached to the defense bill.

We know that’s confusing, but we’ll 
keep explaining. Reid and other Demo-
crats want federal protection under 
hate crimes to extend to victims at-
tacked based on gender identity, sexual 
orientation, disabilities and gender. 
Shepard, by the way, was a gay univer-
sity student who was murdered in 1998.

This has nothing to do with defense 
spending, a point Reid would concur 
with. However, Reid attached it to the 
defense bill because it is a measure that 
he wants passed, even if it piggy-backs 
on another bill. On its own, the Shepard 
hate-crimes bill would probably not 
pass. Many of its opponents claim that 
the crimes are already adequately pun-

ished under state laws or they argue 
that hate-crime laws stifle free speech.

When McCain heard of Reid’s parti-
san move, he accused Reid of putting 
personal priorities ahead of the needs 
of those serving in our military. Reid 
retorted that McCain has never fully 
supported hate-crimes legislation.

There are several ironies to this 
comedy. One is that anything that keeps 
increased funding alive for the F-22 
is good news for the Top of Utah and 
Hill base. Our Utah legislators, includ-
ing Rep. Rob Bishop, have been fight-
ing long odds to keep the F-22 program 
healthy. It is an expensive aircraft 
that is not being used in current con-
flicts. However, we agree with those 
who maintain that the technological 
advancement of the F-22 provides a 
long-term edge in U.S. global military 
superiority. 

Unfortunately, the Obama adminis-
tration has threatened to veto a defense 
spending bill that includes the $1.75 bil-
lion for the F-22.

The second irony is that Reid and 
McCain both want to trim the F-22 pro-
gram. They just can’t work it out while 
they are fighting over an unrelated 
hate-crimes measure. It’s all very silly. 
Perhaps more silliness will actually 
save the F-22 spending? Who knows?

In our opinion, the hate-crimes legis-
lation should be voted on separately. It’s 
not part of the defense bill. But, this is 
the way Congress works in that often-
dysfunctional factory called Capitol 
Hill.

A silly F-22 debate

A model for President Obama

On July 20, 2009, Mayor 
Godfrey vetoed maintenance 
of the Lorin Farr and 
Marshall White Center pools, 
along with the El Monte and 
Mount Ogden golf courses. 

City Council Chairwoman, 
Amy Wicks said it will take 
a super-majority of the city 
council, at least five of its 
seven members, to overturn 
Godfrey’s veto. 

Godfrey is hopeful that 
reasonable minds will prevail 
and that the city council will 
be thoughtful and reasonable 
in doing what’s right for the 
people of Ogden.

It seems to me that the 
mayor hasn’t done anything 
right for the people of Ogden 
in quite some time. And, as to 
a reasonable mind, he doesn’t 
have one.

Gary N. Hicken
Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comments to this letter: 

• “... perhaps if you have 
the answers it may be time 
for your campaign. We do 
live in a democracy where if 
and when you are tired of the 
elected officials you can vote 
them out ...” — amazed

• “If Godfrey wants to 
save money, he can fire his 
Economic Development Team 
who have done nothing for 
Ogden but get us into this 
predicament.” — Blue Sky

Mayor lacks the 
people’s best interests

My husband and I have 
returned to Ogden after 
many years away while 
we both attended grad 
school in Chicago, Illinois 
and Laramie, Wyoming. 
In the two months since 
we moved back, we have 
encountered Ogden’s police, 
EMT, and fire department 
on several occasions. I have 
been thoroughly impressed 
by Ogden’s emergency 
responders.

Most recently, a car 
crashed in front of our 
home. I arrived at the 
accident immediately, 
while other neighbors were 
quickly dialing 911 and also 
running to the car to offer 
any assistance that may be 
needed. 

A police officer arrived 
on the scene in less than a 
minute and began helping 
the accident victim. 

Paramedics, firefighters, 
and additional police officers 
quickly arrived and had the 
scene secured, attention and 
care provided to the victim, 
witnesses interviewed, and 
traffic rerouted.  

After a difficult recovery 
of the accident victim from 
the demolished vehicle, 
the paramedics rushed 

away providing emergency 
care as they went. In the 
astonishing ruins of the 
accident, workers continued 
to attend to the scene 
throughout the evening. 

Towing companies 
removed the totaled cars; 
cleaning crews cleared 
the scattered debris; 
investigators documented 
the physical remnants of the 
event. 

I was struck with the 
coordination of all the 
service providers, the 
cooperation between 
the different units, and 
the comprehensive and 
streamlined assistance that 
was administered.

That encounter and my 
other less traumatic ones 
have bolstered my faith in 
those who serve the city 
and are there for its citizens 
when things go terribly 
wrong.

 While I sincerely hope 
that I will never be in a 
position where I will require 
the same services provided 
in front of my house today, 
I do feel a whole lot better 
knowing they are there just 
in case.  

Jill Cottle Garrett
Ogden

 Ogden’s emergency responders impressive

Are electric cars really 
non-polluting? If you buy a 
large solar array or a wind 
turbine to use for charging 
your electric car, it is. But 
most people will plug in their 
electric car to the grid for 
recharging.

 And about 50 percent of 
the electric power on the 
grid is produced by burning 

black coal. 
 Most coal-burning power 

plants are polluting our 
air, and that is not likely to 
change in the near future. 
So, maybe tax credits should 
not apply to electric vehicles 
if they use the grid for 
recharging.

Robert Christensen
American Canyon, Calif.

Electric cars may not be all ‘green’

AN EDITORIAL
The Philadelphia Inquirer

While being interviewed several years 
ago, Walter Cronkite explained that good 
journalism is telling the public what it 

needs to know, not just what it wants to know.
Perhaps no one, other than his onetime 

mentor Edward R. Murrow, has meant as much 
to broadcast journalism. With his clear, matter-
of-fact delivery, Cronkite, who died Friday at 92, 
came into American homes for 19 years to deliver 
the news for the CBS television network.

He was there in tragedy, to announce the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 

1963. He was there is triumph, to proclaim an 
American presence on the moon in 1969. Each 
time, he briefly put aside the treasured objectivity 
of a veteran newsman to acknowledge his own 
humanity.

And Americans loved him for it. He was 
“Uncle Walter,” once polled as the most trusted 
person in the nation. If Cronkite said it, it must 
be true. Thus President Lyndon B. Johnson 
concluded, after a Cronkite analysis that the 
Vietnam War was unwinnable, that neither could 
he win reelection.

His informed, deliberate approach remains 
the standard for TV anchors, not just here but 
overseas. 

Farewell Walter Cronkite

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu




