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On StandardNET:

DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times colum-
nists says that today’s United 
States’ leadership is in a for-
eign policy box when it comes 
to the controversial rogue 
nation Iran.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

It certainly looks like it could be a 
danger spot for children.

By the Mountain Ridge subdi-
vision in Ogden a trail runs next 

to the North Ogden canal. The homes’ 
backyards are protected from the 
trail and canal by fencing. However, 
there is no barrier or fence protecting 
trail users if they fall into the canal. It 
would be very difficult to get out of the 
canal due to the steep, earthy drop. 

Mountain Ridge does have signs 
posted on the trail forbidding children 
under the age of 12 to walk the paved 
trail alone, as well as other rules, but 
that’s it when it comes to safety.

Many area residents are not satis-
fied with those meager precautions. 
“If anybody had a brain, they would 
have put fencing along the trail (on the 
east side). It (the trail) looks good, but 
somebody is going to die,” said Rudy 
Fernandez, who lives nearby.

City regulation requires fencing 
around both sides of a canal. One could 
argue there is fencing by the houses, 
but with a new trail, it certainly makes 
sense that more protection is needed 

since the trail is being used.
However, Terel Grimley, president 

of North Ogden Irrigation Co., says 
that a fence by the trail blocking the 
canal is impractical because it would 
prevent maintenance crews from ac-
cessing the canal. Also, Casey Clark, 
owner of Alliance Property Manage-
ment, which contracts with the subdi-
vision homeowners association, says 
the new walking trail has resulted in a 
safer area with less vandalism and lit-
tering.

We believe that and we like the idea 
of a great recreational walk for ho-
meowners in that area. But let’s face 
facts: if someone falls in that canal and 
dies, all heck is going to break loose. In 
our opinion, there are many different 
types of canal barriers. Let’s find one in 
this situation. There can be fences with 
gates to allow access by canal mainte-
nance teams. 

We urge all interested parties to get 
together, brainstorm and work out a 
solution to make the canal walk along 
Mountain Ridge subdivision safer for 
users. 

Unfenced canal a concern

On the first Friday in June, the 
Utah Board of Education gave 
preliminarily approval for a plan to 

bolster requirements in mathematics and 
English for students in the K-12 grades. In 
large part, efforts to adopt more rigorous 
standards in mathematics and English are 
motivated by the desire to ensure that high 
school graduates are ready for college.

Among the state’s school districts, the 
Canyons School District is arguably at 
the forefront of this effort. The Canyons 
District has proposed offering an 
advanced diploma option to 
verify that graduates are 
prepared for the demands 
of college. The advanced 
diploma, which requires 
a curriculum focused on 
math, English, and the 
sciences, has received 
the endorsement of the 
Commissioner of Higher 
Education, the Salt Lake 
Chamber, and the Utah 
Technology Council. 

Having spent the better 
portion of my career as a 
university professor and 
administrator, I applaud 
efforts to strengthen standards in math, 
English and other core subjects. High 
school graduates should certainly be able 
to read important literary works, write a 
coherent paragraph, and understand and 
apply basic mathematical principles.

Regrettably, a surprising number 
of high school graduates can’t do those 
things. At the same time, beefing up 
requirements in mathematics, English 
and other core subjects will not be enough 
to ensure that high school graduates 
are ready to succeed in college or other 
endeavors.

Beyond knowledge of specific 
academic subject matter, a significant 
number of entering college students lack 
the necessary work ethic to succeed in 
college. As one example, national surveys 
indicate that 77 percent of first-year 
college students come to class without 
completing the required assignments 
(2009 National Survey of Student 
Engagement). 

Those students that do make an effort 
to complete assignments frequently 
make a half-hearted effort. Many faculty 
will tell you that students need to spend 
at least a couple of hours outside of 
class working on homework and other 
assignments to adequately prepare for a 
class session. Surveys of first-year college 
students indicate that the time they 
spend preparing for class is measured in 

minutes rather than hours. 
If you speak with a college professor at 

the end of the third week of classes, they 
are likely to tell you that several of their 
students have not yet bothered to show 
up for a single class meeting. They will 
also say that a larger number of students 
attended one or two class meetings but 
have not been heard from since. 

There are dozens of opinions regarding 
the cause for contemporary students’ 
aversion to hard work. Near the top of my 
own list would be hubris. Today, you will 

find astonishing 
examples of 
hubris among 
professional 
athletes, 
financiers, and 
politicians. 
Unfortunately, the 
hubris epidemic 
has also infected 
students and they 
are suffering.

Consider an 
interesting fact. If 
you test students’ 
performance 
in math, U.S. 

students perform at lower levels than 
students in 23 other countries. On the 
other hand, if you ask students to rate 
their own competency in math, U.S. 
students rate themselves higher than 
students in any other country.  U.S. 
students consistency overestimate their 
own competence.

The connection between hubris and 
study habits is inescapable. Why would 
a student spend hours studying if they 
already believe they are competent?

The study of history and the classics 
is filled with examples of hubris because 
scholars have long understood the 
dangers of overestimating one’s own 
abilities. Therein may lie a small piece of 
the solution.

In addition to mathematics and 
English, school districts should consider 
strengthening the study of history and the 
classics. The study of Achilles should join 
the study of the Pythagorean theorem. 

Students should contemplate General 
Burnside’s failure at the Battle of 
Frederickberg, Icarus’ flight which 
brought him too close to the sun, General 
Custer’s underestimating the strength of 
the Lakota and Northern Cheyenne, and 
Arachne’s weaving contest with Athena. 
Those who do so may be less likely to 
succumb to hubris and more likely to 
arrive at college expecting to do some 
work.

Learning from Achilles as well as Pythagorus

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

The paper rightly 
editorializes against Utah’s 
lack of campaign finance 
restrictions June 2, “A race 
for campaign finance,” but 
once again the Standard 
makes the completely 
wrong statement, “To sum 
up, this is the political world 
our leaders and business 
interests have created for us 
in Utah.”

It is we voters of Utah 
who allow this rot in 
the capitol to continue! 
Republican officeholders in 
this state know they only 
have to get past the primary 
in June; there will be enough 
“straight-ticket” voters 
in November to ensure 
virtually all incumbents will 
get their seats back. Why 
should they limit campaign 
donations?   

They love their Jazz 
tickets, their fancy dinners, 
their jet trips; they claim 

these bribes (let’s call 
them what they are) 
don’t affect their voting, 
but do we really believe 
EnergySolutions (that wants 
to bring the world’s nuclear 
waste to our backyard), 
the Utah Association of 
Realtors, etc., pay for these 
things if they get nothing in 
return? I wonder what law 
will be introduced by the 
Realtors this next session to 
justify their $100,000 bribe 
to Gov. Herbert?  Guess 
we’ll know soon enough.

The Republican Party did 
manage to remove Senator 
Bennett, something that 
should’ve been done long 
ago. 

Let’s hope the taste of 
actually having an effect 
will cause more incumbents 
to be shown the door. We can 
only hope.

Scott Boettcher
Ogden

Education is like good air, 
too important to be taken 
for granted. Therefore, in 
support of good education, 
Mr. Kim Burningham’s 
name should appear on the 
school board ballot so we can 
vote for a knowledgeable, 
honorable candidate to work 
toward quality education for 
all Utah students. 

I urge Governor Herbert 
to select his name to appear 
on the ballot. It is important 
for Utah and Utah students.  

Mary Louise Bean
Bountiful

Straight-ticket voters ensure Utah’s political rot

Are parents of Box Elder 
High students aware that on 
May 26, the safety of all the 
students was compromised 
by three outstanding 
seniors?

 It is the truth. My son 
and two friends dumped 
2010 bouncy balls from the 
second floor balcony into 
the commons area. It was a 
senior prank, but according 
to Mr. Eddington, “There 
have been no senior pranks 
at Box Elder High School 
since 1982.” 

Punishments needed to 
be passed onto these three 
students to discourage 
anyone in later classes from 
performing a senior prank 
in “my school,” according to 
Mr. Eddington. 

Mr. Eddington 
threatened to have criminal 
charges brought against 
them for vandalism and 
disruption of school. 
A review of these two 
violations shows that the 
elements of these crimes 
were not met.

The three boys all got 
a “U” in citizenship. A 
student apparently can’t 
graduate with a “U.” They 
can either perform six 
hours of community service 
or pay the school $30 to 
have the “U” removed. With 
administration handing out 
“U”s as fast as the Easter 

Bunny hands out chocolate 
eggs, there must be quite 
a balance in this fund. It 
would be interesting to 
know how this money is 
used.

Each of these three boys 
was also charged $85.50 
to pay the contractor for 
the ceiling tiles that were 
damaged by other students. 

Of course my first 
inclination was to fight 
this, but Mr. Eddington was 
threatening that if it not 
paid by graduation, none of 
the boys would participate 
in graduation exercises and 
would not receive diplomas 
until it was paid (extortion).

Why can’t education be 
fun? High school and our 
memories of those years 
shape many things in our 
lives. Hasn’t our culture 
as a whole, lost its sense 
of humor? Look around 
folks, life on this earth is 
funny. Learn to love, laugh 
and have fun. But more 
importantly, let the youth 
enjoy their youth.

 So why not start (or 
continue) the tradition 
of senior pranks? Do so 
under the guidance from 
a fun‐loving teacher. It 
would be fun and something 
that students would look 
forward to.

Roland Bringhurst
Brigham City

High school seemed to overreact to senior prank

Burningham will work 
for quality education 

It is time for Clearfield’s 
leaders to align with the rest 
of the county in adopting 
a residential chickens 
ordinance. 

While the members 
of the Clearfield City 
Council debate their own 
perceptions of chickens as 
too provincial, the councils of 
our neighboring communities 
have already acted to move 
forward. 

They realize that 
residential chickens are 
unobtrusive, create less 
waste and noise than 
most household pets, and 
contribute pest control, 
fertilizer and eggs. Raising 
a handful of fully enclosed, 
well cared for birds is a 
great opportunity to teach 
children about healthy living, 
responsibility, and self-
reliance. 

This trend has made its 
way across the country, and 
the rest of Davis County 
gets it. I encourage the 
mayor, planning commission 
and city council to act 
quickly before unwittingly 
perpetuating their city’s 
reputation as terribly behind 
the times.

Shelby Ferrin
Clearfield

Clearfield should allow 
residents to keep chickens




