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There is no doubt that Gov. Jon 
Huntsman is more than qualified 
to be the next U.S. ambassador 
to China. On his resume are pre-

vious posts as ambassador to Singapore 
and deputy U.S. trade ambassador. He 
speaks fluent Mandarin and has the dip-
lomatic and trade skills to be a successful 
envoy to the superpower nation of China.

On a personal note, Huntsman has a 
deep love and appreciation for China. He 
served a Mormon mission to Taiwan, and 
includes an adopted Chinese girl in his 
family.

It is always surprising when a presi-
dent makes an appointment from a com-
peting party. Democrat President Barack 
Obama and Republican Huntsman may 
disagree on many issues, but Huntsman’s 
skill as a diplomat and his knowledge of 
world affairs and business will serve our 
nation well. Obama is to be congratulated 
for his wise selection.

Although we wish Huntsman well as an 
envoy, we are sorry to see him leave the 
governor’s mansion. He has been a very 
popular, moderate voice who often tem-
pered the extreme elements in his own 
party. It is largely due to Huntsman that 
Utah now has liquor laws that are not an 
embarrassment to the rest of the nation. 
The governor was a solid fiscal conserva-
tive who worked with the Legislature to 
achieve budget discipline. He also had 
great success with promoting tourism and 
bringing businesses to our state. He didn’t 

win every battle with the Legislature, but 
the stances he took tended to rely more 
on reason than emotion. We were hoping 
he could bring the Legislature around on 
civil unions and stronger legislative ethics 
policies.

His replacement, Lt. Gov. Gary Her-
bert, will be thrust into the political spot-
light. We wish Herbert well, and we will 
be watching him very closely. We urge 
Herbert to follow Huntsman’s example of 
fiscal conservatism and moderate stances 
on social issues. He needs to stand for 
constitutional rights for all Utahns and un-
derstand that Utah is a very diverse state. 
The Legislature sometimes has trouble 
remembering that — Herbert must not.

For the benefit of political junkies — 
and we consider ourselves such — we 
will conclude by analyzing the political 
tea leaves of Huntsman’s switch. It prob-
ably ends what would have been a long-
shot 2012 presidential bid, but seems to 
enhance the odds of Huntsman launching 
a presidential bid in 2016, particularly if 
Obama is re-elected. At that time Hunts-
man will be only 56.

Huntsman’s high-profile support of 
civil unions for gays and lesbians and his 
concern for global warming is not popular 
with the Republican Party base. With time 
to add to his experience and credentials 
as ambassador to a world superpower, he 
may be a more attractive choice for the 
presidency in seven years, rather than 
three.

Gov. Huntsman’s new job

A few weeks ago, I found myself buying 
several bottles of hand sanitizer for 
my office. My motivation was the late-

April news that the swine flu had killed more 
than a hundred people and infected 1,600 in 
Mexico. I wasn’t the only one to react. Trips 
were cancelled, schools 
were closed and people were 
warned against riding trains 
and planes.

Days later, the same 
news sources that broke the 
original story reported that 
estimates of the severity 
of the outbreak were 
overblown. Estimates of 
the death toll and number 
of infections in Mexico had 
been exaggerated. While the 
swine flu had spread to the 
United States, the number of 
cases was relatively small, 
and in most cases those 
infected with the flu had mild symptoms.

I don’t want to make light of this worldwide 
epidemic. Many were infected with the flu 
virus, some died, and more will become 
infected. I am not a public health official, so I 
won’t speculate on the future of this illness or 
the potential for other pandemic diseases.

I do want to draw upon the swine flu scare to 
make some observations about how the media 
reports on major events, and how the public 
reacts to these reports. In particular, there are 
some similarities between the reporting of the 
swine flu outbreak and news coverage of the 
economy and financial markets, which have 
been suffering from a different contagion. 
There are lessons to be learned.

Lesson Number One: The media likes big 
stories. Reporters like to cover stories involving 
the biggest, the worst and the first. If something 
isn’t the biggest, the worst or the first, reporters 
may engage in a little hyperbole to make the 
event seem more significant.

Current news reports have likened the 
present financial situation to the crash of 1929 
and the Great Depression. My parents and 
grandparents lived through the depression 
and I heard many of their stories when I was 
growing up. In later years, while working on my 
doctorate in economics, I studied the history of 
the depression. 

During the Great Depression, 25 percent 
of the workforce was unemployed and 2.5 
million people migrated out of the Great Plains 
and sought work elsewhere. At the end of the 
depression, the number of banks in existence 
was less than half the number in 1920. Most of 
these banks had failed, and this was in an era 
when bank deposits were not federally insured. 

If your bank failed, you were simply out of luck.
Despite widespread reports, the economic 

situation we have seen during the past few 
months does not rival the Great Depression. It 
does not mark the end of free enterprise or the 
demise of capitalism.

The first lesson 
is captured by Will 
Roger’s observation 
that: “I hope we never 
live to see the day when 
a thing is as bad as 
some of our newspapers 
make it.”

Lesson Number Two: 
In the case of financial 
reporting, the media can 
create the story. You 
aren’t going to catch the 
flu by reading a story 
about the flu. Financial 
reporting is different. If 
a news story indicates 

that a company is going under, at least some 
investors and some customers will steer clear 
of that company. 

Even inaccurate and implausible stories can 
hurt a company. When bad news is reported, 
business will drop off and the company will 
suffer; it may even fail.  This is a classic 
example of the self-fulfilling prophecy. More 
than one unethical reporter has used this fact to 
their advantage. The second lesson is that it is 
prudent to ask whether a reporter is observing 
a catastrophe or creating a catastrophe.

Lesson Number Three: Small stories are 
important to those involved. Although the swine 
flu has not yet reached pandemic proportions, 
it is a major concern for those infected. It has 
been disastrous for those with the misfortune to 
lose a family member to the illness.

Similarly, even though our present financial 
situation is not a Great Depression, it is a major 
problem for those who lose their jobs. There 
is an old axiom that a recession is when your 
neighbor is unemployed; a depression is when 
you are unemployed.

More than 2.6 million people lost their jobs 
last year. For them, comparisons with the Great 
Depression are largely irrelevant. The central 
fact is that they don’t have work and the things 
that come with work — income, savings, and 
health care.

It shouldn’t take a pandemic to get people 
to practice proper hygiene, such as washing 
your hands and covering your mouth when 
you cough. Likewise, the final lesson is that it 
shouldn’t require a Great Depression for policy 
makers to take prudent economic steps and 
for those fortunate enough to still have a job to 
show some compassion for those less fortunate.

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

Of influenzas and financial crises: three lessons

On StandardNET:

SALLY QUINN: The 
Washington Post writer on 
how the “long knives” are go-
ing after a general.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

  I agree with May 13 
editorial, “Time for Craigslist 
to stop pimping,” but 
wondered how the Standard-
Examiner can have such 
a strong opinion when it 
receives revenue from the 
same type of advertising in 
its classified section. 

  The paper sells 
advertising space to escort 
agencies and has profited and 
supported the same types of 
erotic services being offered 
by Craigslist for a number of 
years. If a family newspaper 
feels so strongly about this 
issue would it consider 
not allowing classified 
advertising for escort 
services in the newspaper, 
and donate all revenues 
received from previous 
ad placements to a local 
women’s shelter?  

 I don’t believe the 
Standard-Examiner has any 
more rights than Craigslist, 

even though it is a member 
of the mainstream media.

Kent Jorgenson
Ogden 

Editor’s note: The 
following is from Dave 
Newman, classified 
advertising manager, 
Standard-Examiner. “Yes, 
we do run ads for escorts. We 
require that the business has 
a current business license 
and we require a copy on 
file with us. You will find the 
ads under classification #50. 
Currently (May 15) we only 
have one ad that is running.”

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“Leagalize it and call it 
good! Tax it and have the 
ladies be tested every month 
to obtain the legal license 
to perform services. Come 
on America, catch up with 
the rest of the world!  — 
ColoradoD

Should escort service ads be allowed in paper?

I’m a citizen who lives 
in the state of Utah, I 
hear senators, legislators, 
presidents, majors, etc., 
always talking about the 
things they would do when 
they get the support of 
colleges. 

If I’m not mistaken the 
source of their “power” 
or authority resides in the 
people. Therefore, they need 
to listen to them more often.

The purpose of this is to 
see if people can address the 
fact that President Obama is 
doing it — listening to us, and 
with a really good plan. He’s 
attempting to get us back on 
the right track and to grow 
again as a nation. It is not a 

coincidence that the people 
across the country trust our 
president like never before. 
It will be great for our 
representatives in Congress 
to show that they are in 
tune with us, the people who 
actually put them in the seats 
they confortably enjoy in 
Congress. 

More importantly, we 
are the sources of their 
paychecks. I’d appreciate it 
if Congress could help not 
only me, but a whole nation.  
We voted for change.

 Please Congress, don’t be 
in the way, rather be part of 
the way. 

Darío Carrizo
Salt Lake City

Congress needs to be with the people  

The writer of the May 
11 letter, “Not all guns 
protected by the Second 
Amendment,” is obviously 
very well-informed and his 
letter was enlightening to 
me.

I do not own guns, nor 
will I allow one in my home. 
However, I’m in agreement 
with anyone’s right to own a 
gun — within reason.

As the writer intimated, 
who has need of a sawed-off 
shotgun? Does anyone hunt 
with an AK-47 or an Uzi? 
Not in my experience.

Some weapons are 
manufactured for the sole 
purpose of killing people 

and are intended for use 
by the military or law 
enforcement only. 

They should not be found 
in your neighbor’s closet!

I am absolutely in accord 
with the regulation of these 
types of firearms.

Carole C. Bell
Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“What is in my closet 
is none of your or the 
government’s business. My 
guns are my business, not 
yours. I strongly suggest 
that you not try to make it 
yours either.” — John Bates 
Thayer

Sawed-off shotgun not needed in neighbor’s closet 

What has happened to 
“grace periods,” the two-
to-five days for mail and 
holidays, weekends and such, 
so accounting could process in 
an ethical manner? This should 
especially be the case with 
banking and landlords.

Science classes taught me 
that there was no such thing 
as more than a 100 percent 
profit. Yet, why do banks 
charge an overdraft fee that 
surpasses the payment itself? 
It’s punishing the honorable one 
to compensate for the cop-out 
people. 

Landlords started out 
wanting a deposit in case of 
damages or extra mess, then 
it was this and that — first 
month’s rent, etc. Now a tenant 
may not even be given a grace 
period to move out. Rent is 
charged in both the move in 
and move out. Landlords will 
keep huge deposits because 
some previous deadbeat did 
them wrong. The expense 
comes out of the “kosher” ones. 

It has never occurred to me 
that houses appreciate without 
being totally remodeled or 
having rooms added. They 
depreciate due to someone 
else’s taste (architectural and 
decor). Land was God-given, 
created to prosper, not override 
with costs and taxes.

If banks want to charge a 
late-fee, it goes into the system 
as interest and compound 
interest. Fair market as usual.

Everything starts out as 100 
percent, but overhead adjusts 
and stablizes the free market 
and labor flow. 

Off-shore loans have added 
complications to our freedoms. 
Taking trusted public assets 
is the reason I’m asking, who 
thought they had that type of 
authority? I guess big-wigs who 
wanted to over-throw the entire 
public.

People can’t even live on 
their own and rent a room 
on minimum wage, even 
if they can find a job. I’ve 
noticed that 40 to 50 year-old 
property becomes eight to 10 
times higher to rent, while 
minimum wage has gone up 
little. Perhaps the government 
should pay it all? Let’s get real.

Ann C. Christoferson
Layton

Reader questions 
business practices 




