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We note with sadness the loss 
of Utah’s former 3rd District 
U.S. Rep. Bill Orton. The 
North Ogden native, 60, died 

Saturday in an all-terrain vehicle accident 
at Little Saraha Sand Dunes. He leaves 
behind his wife, Jacquelyn, and two sons, 
Will and Wes.

Utah Democratic Party Chairman 
Wayne Holland was on target when he 
called Orton’s death a big loss for 
Utah. Orton was no partisan hack. 
He was a studious man who al-
lowed reason, rather than party 
loyalty, to guide his career. In fact,  
3nd District  Rep. Jim Matheson 
probably owes much of his bipar-
tisan political success to following 
the standard Orton set a genera-
tion ago.

Orton, a conservative Demo-
crat, had the distinction of serving 
in one of the most conservative U.S. House 
districts in the nation. He won his seat in 
1990 after an ugly campaign tactic attack-
ing his then-single status backfired on his 
Republican opponent. He served his three 
terms as a moderate conservative. His 
politics were reasonable enough for his 
central and southern Utah constituents to 
re-elect him twice.

Ironically, it was Democrat President 
Bill Clinton who ended Orton’s congressio-
nal career. Clinton’s creation of the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
in Southern Utah, done without consulting 

Orton, enraged many in the 3rd District. 
Orton did gain some concessions from 
Clinton, including allowing hunting, but Or-
ton lost re-election that year to Chris Can-
non. Since then, no Democrat has launched 
an effective campaign for the seat.

In 2000, Orton attempted to unseat 
popular Republican Gov. Mike Leavitt. In 
a small-budget campaign, Orton put up a 
spirited effort, gathering about 43 percent 

of the vote. No recent Democratic 
candidate for governor has done 
that well. It was a grassroots 
campaign, with volunteers being 
directed to a home residence to 
pick up campaign signs.

A back injury Orton suffered 
in 1996, when he was attacked in 
Washington D.C., had continued 
to bother him in recent years and 
played a role in his reluctance to 
seek political office. He worked 

as a tax attorney and consultant. He was a 
Democratic Party “superdelegate” in 2008 
and cast his vote for President Obama. He 
also attended Obama’s inauguration earlier 
this year.

We will miss Weber County’s reasonable 
politician, Bill Orton, and our prayers and 
best wishes go to his wife and two sons. In 
today’s political hyperpartisan world, his 
moderate conservative voice will be sorely 
missed. 

All of us, Democrats, Republicans, and 
others, mourn the loss of a decent, honest, 
ethical man.

Reason, not party, guided Orton

I recently saw Pam Perlich give a 
presentation that every decision maker 
and opinion leader in the state should see. 

Perlich is a senior research economist at the 
Bureau of Economic and Business Research.

Her presentation was titled “Utah’s 
Demographic Transformation: A View into the 
Future.” In many ways Perlich’s presentation 
looked like a typical economic presentation. It 
had a lot of charts and graphs and was based 
on statistical models. In other ways, it was an 
atypical economic presentation. It was easy to 
understand and it contained some important 
implications for policy 
makers. Here are some 
key findings from Perlich.

Utah, along with the 
rest of the country, is 
undergoing a dramatic 
demographic change. 
Native-born Utahns are 
getting older and living 
longer. During their 
childbearing years, they 
are having fewer children. 
This means that Utah’s 
population is aging. You 
may find it interesting 
that the fastest-growing 
age group in Utah is 60 
years and older. Soon, those 60 and older will 
outnumber Utah’s school-age population.

This may come as a surprise because it 
certainly seems like there are lots of young 
people when you walk through a Wal-Mart or 
visit one of Utah’s primary schools. Where are 
all these children coming from? A big part of 
the answer is immigrants.

In the prior century, the proportion of 
Utah’s population composed of those classified 
as racial and ethnic minorities increased 
fivefold. This common classification considers 
all nonwhite populations and all Hispanic 
populations as minorities. This trend is 
especially pronounced among younger 
Utahns. Today, more than 30 percent of Salt 
Lake County residents under the age of 35 are 
classified as minorities.

If you look forward a generation or longer, 
what you see is a growing number of older, 
retired folks. You also see the proportion of 
the population in the workforce declining. This 
will be true across the nation and Utah will 
not escape the trend. The ratio of working-age 
population to retirement-age population will 
decline.

This means that those in the workforce are 
likely to carry a heavier tax burden that those 
of prior generations. Recent decisions being 

made in Washington, D.C. are not going to 
alleviate this situation.

Will future generations of Utah workers 
be up to the task? There is cause for concern 
because of the changing demographics of 
Utah’s labor force. More than 90 percent of 
native-born Utah females have a high-school 
degree. The number is only three-tenths of 
a percent less for males. Slightly more than 
30 percent of native-born Utah males have 
earned a college degree. In contrast, well over 
a third of foreign-born Utahns do not have a 
high-school diploma.

This means that, 
with a few notable 
exceptions, Utah’s 
foreign-born workers 
are disproportionally 
concentrated in low-
wage jobs. Among 
the most popular 
jobs for foreign-born 
workers are: maids, 
fence erectors, sewing 
machine operators, 
packers, dishwashers 
and baggage porters. It 
almost reads like a list of 
job titles from the 19th 
century.

However, there are notable exceptions. 
Medical scientists, astronomers and physicists 
also top the list of Utah jobs held by foreign-
born workers. Consider two specific examples. 
Utah’s Nobel Prize-winning geneticist Mario 
Capecchi is a foreign-born worker. The chair 
of the Utah Science Technology and Research 
Initiative, Dinesh Patel, was born in Zambia, 
Africa. Patel is an entrepreneur who has 
founded more than 20 high-tech companies.

If Utah and the nation are going to be 
more dependent upon foreign-born workers, 
it should be apparent that everyone will 
be better off if more of these workers are 
scientists, engineers and entrepreneurs, 
and fewer of these workers are maids and 
dishwashers. It should also be apparent that 
the path to this result is paved by education. 
Utah needs to take steps to provide foreign-
born residents, and especially their children, 
with the highest levels of education possible. 

On occasion, dramatic changes strike 
unexpectedly. Yet, in most cases major 
demographic changes may be anticipated 
by those willing to examine the available 
information. Perlich has provided Utah policy-
makers with the information. Those interested 
in Utah’s future should take the time to 
consider the implications.

Utah is changing in demographics

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top	of	Utah	Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

Orton

On StandardNET:

TRUDY RUBIN: The Phila-
delphia Inquirer columnist on 
the very real threats that Paki-
stan and Afghanistan present.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

What are legal, taxpaying 
citizens to do? A law is 
passed that shows the 
wishes of the majority 
of Utahns. A local police 
department, with the 
blessing of the mayor, 
spats upon that law and the 
citizens.

If the police are scared 
to do their jobs without the 
help of illegal trespassers, 
they need to find a different 
occupation. I want to 
know how this can be. Is 
the governor going to do 
anything? Do people need to 
do the job of the local police 
along with doing the job of 
the federal government?

The police say “they 
may not get the cooperation 
of illegals to solve 
investigations.” My next 
question would be, “do 
they really put that much 
credence in what an illegal 
invader has to say?” 

The illegals in this 
country are way too 
comfortable with being 
illegal, as it is. They need 
to start looking over 
their shoulders and start 

looking for a way back to 
where they came from. 
If they want to be in our 
country there is a way to 
do it legally. When they get 
here (legally) they need to 
learn English, and use that 
English in public to show 
people that they intend to be 
Americans.

One thing that really sets 
me off is the fact that, if the 
Latinos are to get an upper 
hand in this country, what 
side of the issues would 
they be on? Would they 
fight to save our country or 
would they join some kind 
of invading force? With the 
experience I have had, my 
observation would be the 
latter.

Recent reports show that 
Utah is doing very well in 
the economic scheme of the 
U.S, but just think where 
we would be if we had no 
illegals robbing taxpaying, 
legal citizens of jobs, health 
care and education.

These are questions that 
beg for answers.

Robert Girton
Clearfield  

Police should enforce bill regarding illegals

 Whenever an event of 
natural or other disasters occur, 
the main and everlasting factors 
which determine the various 
outcome/results of the damages 
are: What does the populous, 
that is, individuals, families, 
neighbors, communities, 
schools, and other entities, 
know about, and know what 
to do?  They need to take the 
immediate, active steps to 
ensure that the most people 
are not involved, not injured, 
or experience life-termination 
incidents . 

As part of our community’s 
efforts to bring attention, to 
educate, to give samples of 
“what to do now,” and the 
myriad of other most important 
facts related to earthquakes 
and their ensuing effects upon 
all of us, a most enormous 
thank you needs to be extended 
to the Standard-Examiner 
and affiliated agencies. The 
combined efforts of these 
community-dedicated entities 
have produced a great, must-
have, printed presentation. 

On April 5, those who have 
subscriptions to the Standard-
Examiner, received one of the 
most comprehensive, well-
prepared, and “down to earth” 
publications on the subject of 
earthquakes.  

The multi-page document, 
entitled: “Putting down roots in 
earthquake country,” is a most 
superb accomplishment and it 
talks about us. Each and every 
home in the Wasatch Front 
area should have one of these 
presentations available. The 
only way that you will be able to 
gain a full understanding of all 
of the above information is to 
obtain, and save, and keep close 
at hand, a copy of this extremely 
important information. 

This is one that should 
go into the memory books 
of everyone in the area for 
an extremely long time. As 
an active participant in the 
Community Emergency 
Response Team program. 
This is a major contribution 
to what this neighborhood-
center organization desires to 
accomplish. 

Leon R. Seifert
 Coordinator

Neighborhood Watch
26th Street group

Ogden

Quake information  
a must for Utahns

Once again a proposal 
is before the Layton City 
Council to request a zoning 
change to allow a high 
density development in a 
known landslide-prone area. 
The geologically unstable 
location is in East Layton off 
of Antelope Drive.

After Gov. Jon Huntsman 
visited the site in 2007 
to publicize the Utah 
Geologic Hazards Working 
Group, local residents 
believed site development 
in this geologically 
unstable location would be 
prohibited. 

We were shocked to learn 
of a new proposal which 
includes 330 residences to 
be built by reshaping the 
landscape.

It is inconceivable how a 
high density proposal such 
as this could be approved 
in an area where eleven 
homes have been destroyed, 
condemned, moved or 
significantly damaged by 
unstable ground. 

In fact, one condemned 
home has not been 
demolished three years 
after it became a safety 
hazard. This home continues 
to be a blight on the 
neighborhood as well as a 
continual reminder of the 

instability of the region. 
The new developer 

is proposing massive 
movement of earth from 
existing hillsides toward 
Kay’s Creek. Disturbing 
existing soil compaction 
it a known trigger to 
landslides and erosion. 
This experiment in geo-
engineering threatens 
existing homes east of 
the development by 
destabilizing the lower 
elevation beneath them.

We don’t need a repeat of 
the heartache experienced 
by the families on Heather 
and Sunset Drives. 

The owners of the 
Adams property should 
be encouraged to obtain a 
conservation easement on 
their land as an alternative 
to high density development.

Valerie Merges
Layton

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“330 residences to 
be built on a potential 
landslide area is crazy!!! 
Not to mention how this 
would affect traffic on 
Antelope Drive and Sunset 
Drive. Layton city council 
should never approve this 
development!” — Concerned 
Layton Citizen

Layton shouldn’t develop landslide-prone site




