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On StandardNET:

MICHAEL SMERCON-
ISH: The Philadelphia Inquirer 
columnist reminisces about 
the fast-food restaurant Md-
Donald’s and how the bad 
economy is drawing more 
kids working there.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

There’s good news for Leg-
acy Parkway trail users. 
Davis County and most of 
the cities that comprise the 

trail have reached an agreement to 
do maintenance work on the trail.

It’s about time. The Utah Depart-
ment of Transportation fulfilled its 
part by maintaining the 14-mile trail 
until November 2009. At that time, 
maintenance stopped. For almost 18 
months, there has been no official 
maintenance.

UDOT will maintain responsibility 
for structural quality of overpasses 
and lighting, as well as monuments, 
but signs, weeds, asphalt, snow, etc. 
is the responsibility of Davis County.

Under the maintenance agree-
ment, Davis County and four Davis 
County cities will maintain the areas 
of trail that move through a particu-
lar jurisdiction. 

The four cities are Farmington, 
Centerville, Woods Cross, and North 
Salt Lake, which is still in the pro-

cess of working out issues with 
UDOT before signing the mainte-
nance deal. It’s possible a third party 
will handle maintenance for the 14-
mile trail and each government will 
be billed.

We urge West Bountiful to also 
sign the maintenance agreement. 
Frankly, any city that fails to be a 
part of this deal is being ungrateful. 
The Legacy Parkway trail, which 
runs from Farmington to North Salt 
Lake, adds beauty and value to south 
Davis County. UDOT is not respon-
sible for its maintenance and hasn’t 
been. It is the responsibility of Davis 
County governments to make sure 
that the trail remains an attractive, 
healthy, outdoor activity.

The Legacy trail will eventually 
join with other trails and allow users 
to journey from Roy to North Tem-
ple in Salt Lake City. That’s absolute-
ly amazing, and worth a maintenance 
contribution from Davis County and 
its cities.

Cities should pay for trail costs

On Friday, Weber State 
University will conduct its 137th 
commencement ceremony. In 1896, 

the first year WSU conferred degrees, 
there were three graduates. By 1921 this 
number had grown to slightly more than 
100.  In 2011, WSU will confer more than 
4,000 degrees. 

In the 19th century 
and for the better part 
of the 20th century, 
virtually all of the 
degrees awarded by 
WSU were conferred 
to residents of Utah. 
In fact, most degrees 
were awarded to 
residents of Weber 
County. On Friday, 
the majority of the 
degrees will still 
be conferred to 
Utah residents, but 
there will also be a 
significant number 
of degrees awarded to students from 
Brazil, Canada, China, 
Germany, Kenya, 
Saudi Arabia, Taiwan, 
and other countries.

On a surprisingly 
regular basis, I am 
asked why WSU 
bothers to recruit 
international students. 
The underlying 
assumption seems 
to be that because 
WSU is a Utah 
university it should 
focus exclusively on 
educating students 
from Utah.

There are several 
answers to this 
question. One answer 
is that domestic 
students learn about 
different cultures 
by interacting 
with students from 
different cultures. This response is 
true, but it is also incomplete. The best 
international students not only further 
understanding of their own cultures, 
they also enrich the general intellectual 
discourse on campus. 

Consider a simple analogy. No one 
would expect a college football coach to 
field a competitive team if they confined 
their recruiting efforts to a 20-mile radius 
around campus. 

It is taken for granted that coaches 
need to go wherever needed to find the 

most talented players. Since coming to 
WSU coach Ron McBride has recruited 
numerous players from the South 
Pacific, and no one in under the mistaken 
impression that his primary goal is to 
deepen the fans’ appreciation of Polynesian 
culture. He is looking for talent.

Talented athletes not only contribute 
to the team through 
their own efforts, 
they also increase the 
performance of other 
players on the team. You 
know this if you have 
ever played a sport with 
someone a little more 
talented than yourself. 
Playing with, or against, 
a talented player forces 
you to raise the level of 
your own game.

The same is true 
in the classroom, 
laboratory, and concert 
hall. This year at WSU, 

students from Shanghai studied economics 
alongside students 
from Ogden. A 
pianist from Taiwan 
performed a duet with 
a student from Idaho. 
Science students from 
Box Elder County 
did field work with 
students in Mexico. 
These experiences 
have enhanced Utah 
students’ capabilities 
in music, business, and 
the sciences.

It is also worth 
noting that the 
contribution 
international students 
bring to the campus 
does not cost Utah 
taxpayers a dime. By 
state law, international 
students must pay 
the full cost of their 
education with no 

subsidy from taxpayers. This means 
that the cost of tuition for international 
students is more than twice the cost 
for Utah residents, while enriching the 
learning experience for everyone on 
campus.

As the New York Times columnist 
Thomas Friedman incessantly reminds 
us, today’s students will need to function 
in a global society and compete in an 
international economy. The college 
classroom is a good place for the global 
experience to begin.

From Kaysville to Kenya

Michael
Vaughan
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu
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I would like to thank 
Commissioner Ryan Tingey 
for keeping his campaign 
promise and moving the 
commission meetings from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

I never understood why 
the meetings were held in the 
daytime when most people 
are at work. The school 
board holds their meetings at 
6:30 p.m. and the city holds 
their meetings at 7 p.m. I’m 
wondering why the county 
commission could not do the 
same. 

The staff that needs to be 
in attendance for the twice-
a-month meetings could be 
compensated with comp 
time. I’m still hoping that the 
meetings can be moved one 
hour later for those citizens 
who are just getting off work 
at 5 p.m.

Commissioner Tingey also 
needs to be thanked for his 
idea to have the commission 
meetings every other week 
instead of every week. 

He also proposed to have 
a public meeting on the fifth 
Wednesday, which equals 
about four months out of 
the year, for people to come 
at 6 p.m. and voice their 
concerns, opinions and ideas 
about anything that is going 
on in the county. The meeting 
of March 30 was attended 
by many citizens who voiced 
their thoughts.

I would like to propose 
an idea that at the regular 
meetings, there be a time 
period for public comment; 
it would be nice to be able to 
comment on the issues being 
discussed instead of waiting 
the four times during the 
year. 

I encourage more citizens 
to become involved in 
expressing their ideas on 
what can be done to become 
less dependent on county 
government and to also 
reduce its size and cost.

DeAnna Hardy
Brigham City

Box Elder meetings need time for public comment

It was an astonishingly 
honest admission. Asked 
recently why the state 
legislature continues to 
pump huge amounts of 
money into road-building, 
but is stingy with the public 
schools (Utah still ranks 50th 
in per pupil expenditure), Lt. 
Gov. Greg Bell responded 
that there was a cadre of 
Republican legislators that 
were still angry that the 
public voted down vouchers 
for private schools. 

Consequently, to punish 
an ungrateful public, they 
were determined to “starve 
the beast” (public schools).

Now, couple that 
admission with the public’s 

legitimate questioning 
about why the Legislature 
would force the closing of 
profitable liquor stores.

 If we understand that 
profits from the sale of 
liquor fund the lunch 
program in the public 
schools, the pieces of this 
puzzle start falling into 
place. 

These legislators can 
starve the schools and the 
hungry kids at lunchtime 
and implement creeping 
prohibition, both at the same 
time.

Voila! Two problems 
solved.

M. Jensen Ogden
North Ogden

Legislators seem to want to starve schools, kids

I have been frustrated 
with the government as of 
late. The Republicans’ and 
the Democrats’ constant 
bickering is doing nothing. 
We pay them to sit around 
and argue about things which 
are so far from reality, it’s 
almost funny. But it’s not. It’s 
frustrating. 

The fault, however doesn’t 
lie with the parties. It lies 
with the people who elected 
them. The people of this 
country need to wake up and 
realize that not everything is 
going the way it’s supposed 
to. 

People need to understand 
that if we don’t change, 
things aren’t going to get 
any better. People think that 
they can’t change anything 
because they’re only one 
person. 

They think it won’t make 
a difference. But I tell them 
this: You have no effect if 
you do nothing. 

They need to realize that 
“our”’ elected officials aren’t 
doing us any good. Now, 
here’s the real kicker. It’s not 
my fault. I’m only 16. 

Chris Scott
Clearfield

We get the lawmakers we vote for

In December 1773, a group 
of people sent a message that 
they were tired of “Taxation 
without Representation.” Their 
efforts became known as the 
Boston Tea Party and it forged 
a new nation. 2011 presents 
a different type of problem, 
one that will destroy this great 
nation. Our problem is that 
of “Representation without 
Taxation.”

I have recently learned 
that approximately 50 percent 
of the adult population 
pays no federal income tax. 
Surprisingly, it appears that 
the IRS not only doesn’t collect 
money from this group of 
Americans, but distributes a 
huge amount of money back to 
many in this same population 
under the guise of Earned 
Income Credit (EIC!) The EIC 
can generate up to $5,600 per 
family. It appears to me that 
many people can’t wait for tax 
day; it becomes the day they 
strike it rich as Uncle Sam 
doles out money that he just 
doesn’t have.

The national debt is over 
$14 trillion. I can’t comprehend 
that number, but understand it 
better when I break it down to 
$46,000 per person. I guess my 
family of six owes $276,000. 
If 50 percent are not required 
to pay anything, I guess I 
owe double that. We have 
come to a point where credits, 
deductions and exemptions 
have become a joke. No one 
understands the tax code, 
including wise accountants. 

It is time that we moved 
to fairness in taxation. Every 
adult should pay a percentage 
of their income in a flat tax. 
Why should some pay 35 
percent while others pay 
nothing? Or even worse, get 
money handed to them for 
doing nothing? I am grateful 
to pay taxes to run this great 
country. Our defense, public 
safety and infrastructure 
are amazing. I pray for wise 
politicians to not only spend 
this money wisely, but collect 
it fairly.

Alan Brooks
Morgan

We need fairness in 
taxation


