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Utah lawmakers can’t be ac-
cused of fiddling while our 
health care insurance access 
problems get worse. The 

Legislature did pass a few measures 
that address this 
growing problem, 
which is a real 
crisis. For that, 
legislators deserve 
credit.

The most im-
portant reform 
measure so far is 
House Bill 188. 
This requires 
health insurers to 
create plans that can fit within budgets 
of cash-strapped individuals. 

These cheaper plans would have 
fewer coverage requirements. HB188 
should be signed by Gov. Jon Hunts-
man. It would provide relief for people 
who have lost their jobs or have work 
hours reduced. It could also help small-
er businesses and individuals trying to 
fit an insurance plan in their budget.

There are other health care bills 
waiting for Gov. Huntsman to sign or 
veto. Some are more ideological in na-
ture. Senate Bill 79 is designed to make 
it harder for a patient to win a malprac-
tice lawsuit against doctors in an emer-

gency room. 
We like the idea of House Bill 339, 

which would have forced lawmakers 
to buy their own health insurance after 
receiving in cash what Utah pays for 

their health insur-
ance. Legislators 
likely would have 
learned a valu-
able lesson about 
what the rest of 
us deal with. But, 
not surprisingly, 
HB339 died.

Other health-
related bills in-
clude:

• SB87, which requires prior permis-
sion for a doctor to fill off-list prescrip-
tions for Medicaid patients.

• HB17, which allows a physician to 
prescribe antibiotics to a patient’s part-
ner who has gonorrhea or chlamydia.

• HB132, which mandates that hos-
pitals and clinics inform sexual assault 
victims of contraception options.

These bills address a variety of 
health care controversies, includ-
ing cost of insurance and the privacy 
rights of patients. We hope all of this is 
just a start to addressing and resolving 
the many current dysfunctions of our 
health care system.

Right moves on health care

The most important reform 
measure so far is House Bill 

188. This requires health 
insurers to create plans that 

can fit within budgets of 
cash-strapped individuals. 

If headlines are any indication, the 
most important law passed during 
the recent legislative session was 

the change in Utah’s liquor laws. The 
day after the legislation passed, the 
front page of the Standard-Examiner 
proclaimed, “Lawmakers agree to dump 
private club system for bars.” The Salt 
Lake Tribune wrote, “Huntsman and 
lawmakers strike a historic deal on 
Utah’s alcohol laws.”

On the same day, Obama’s renewal of 
stem cell research and the condition of 
the financial markets were deemed to be 
less newsworthy. I don’t quite understand 
why a change in liquor laws qualifies as 
Page One news. I also believe that Utah 
may come to regret the change.  

I know this viewpoint contradicts 
most news reports. My reservations are 
neither because I am a teetotaler nor 
because I think Utah should go to great 
lengths to restrict alcohol consumption. 
I am concerned that the liberalization of 
Utah’s liquor laws may not be good for 
locally owned restaurants and bars.

Over the past 20 years, Ogden has 
seen the end of small neighborhood 
groceries, shops and hardware stores. 
When I first moved to the city, two 
grocery stores were within a few blocks 
of my home. 

A hardware store was within a five-
minute drive. I could even buy a suit and 
tie in downtown Ogden. Now, the closest 
grocery is more than two miles from 
my home and other retailers are even 
farther away.

For the most part, this doesn’t have 
anything to do with Ogden’s economy 
or policies. The ascendance of large, 
national retailers led to the demise 
of many smaller, regionally owned 
businesses. You would see a similar 
pattern in almost any city in the nation. 
If you have friends or relatives in other 
states, chances are that they buy their 
milk, paint, lumber and shoes from 
exactly the same company that you do.

One exception to this pattern is found 
in Ogden’s restaurants and bars. Without 
a doubt, there are more fine restaurants 
in Ogden than any time in the past. Most 
of these are locally owned. The best 
examples are found in the dozens of 
locally owned restaurants and bars that 
line 25th Street.

There are numerous reasons why 
Ogden’s locally owned restaurants and 
bars have flourished. The city’s efforts to 
revive downtown Ogden are important. 
The entrepreneurial acumen of local 
restaurateurs can’t be overlooked. Also, 
in an odd way, Utah’s quirky liquor laws 

have helped.
Utah’s liquor laws were so complex 

than many national franchises avoided 
the Utah market. Several national 
restaurant chains have openly stated that 
fact. Local entrepreneurs devoted the 
time and effort to negotiate the complex 
regulatory system. Many nationwide 
restaurants were simply unwilling to 
undertake the task.

Northern Utah has several locally 
owned sports bars, but Ogden has never 
had a Hooters franchise. I don’t think 
that is bad. Ogden has Roosters Brewing, 
but not a Beef ‘O’ Brady’s, a national pub 
franchise operating in over 250 locations.

Dozens of national sports bars, 
microbreweries, wine bars and pubs 
have avoided Northern Utah. In this 
environment, Roosters, the Wine Cellar, 
the City Club, Brewski’s and dozens 
of other local businesses were able to 
succeed. 

This may soon change. The loosening 
of Utah’s liquor laws could spur an 
influx of national franchises to compete 
aggressively with locally owned 
businesses.

Proponents of loosening Utah’s liquor 
laws believe that it will make Utah like 
the rest of the country. In some ways this 
is good. Conventioning Shriners won’t be 
intimidated when they order a drink. In 
other ways, it is bad.

When I was in junior high school 
my hometown got its first McDonald’s 
franchise. All the kids thought it was 
great. Now we were just like thousands 
of other cities. In hindsight, being just 
like a thousand other cities isn’t as great 
as we thought.

Loosening Utah’s liquor laws will 
make Utah more akin to other states. 
Ogden moves a little closer to being Des 
Moines, Iowa, with mountains. 

Is this a desirable aspiration? In 
coming years, we may look back with 
fond memories of a time when Utah was 
different.

Be careful what you wish for

On StandardNET:

JACK Z. SMITH: The Fort 
Worth Star columnist on the 
importance of having options 
during a recession.

***
See these columns and 

more at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

I’ve experienced and heard 
radical homosexuals and their 
allies try to verbally beat up 
others and twist their words. 
We need to ensure we stand 
firm in support of those who 
recognize the importance of 
traditional marriage.

I think Senator Waddoups 
hasn’t fully considered the 
travesty of justice caused by 
his actions against Senator 
Buttars. This travesty needs 
to be corrected immediately 
— time is running out in this 
legislative session.

 Because Sen. Scott McCoy 
has publicly admitted he’s 
homosexual, he and Sen. 
Buttars are equally “biased” on 
the subject, on opposite sides.

Sen. Buttars has been 
removed from his committee 
and authority positions and 
told not to speak on the Senate 
floor. 

The same instructions and 
actions need to be given to 
Sen. McCoy, or  Sen. Buttars 
needs to be fully restored to 
his committees, positions and 
authorities and told he is free to 
speak on the Senate floor, just 
as all other senators are.

Sen. Buttars’ constituents 
voted for him to speak and 
act for them. No one has the 
right to remove his freedom of 
speech, which Sen. Waddoups 
has done, although it’s been 
disguised as something else.

Correcting this situation 
will require courage, but Sen. 
Waddoups has demonstrated 
courage in the past. I trust he 
will continue to be courageous 
on this issue.

I recommend Sen. 
Waddoups fully reinstate Sen. 
Buttars.

Becky Maddox
Washington Terrace 

Buttars should be 
restored to committee

This is a response to the 
March 1 article “For Top of 
Utah phones, it’s dial 8-0-1-
y-o-u-m-u-s-t.” We all should 
“flinch” at the new 10-digit 
dialing system. 

This is a huge mistake 
made by the Utah Public 
Service Commission, and it 
should be explaining why 
this decision was made. Did 
it think about the unintended 
consequences of this policy?

 I would like to have Julie 
Orchard or someone else on 
the Public Service Commission 
explain the factors that made 
the overlay the best decision. 
The only argument for the 
overlay area code that I have 
heard is the extra cost that 
businesses will pay to change 
their signs. Which businesses 
are they talking about? 

Since I have businesses 
with phone numbers on the 
signs that I will now have to 
change to add the area code, 
I’ve been looking at signs more 
closely. Phone numbers are 

not on every business, but in 
the places that have phone 
numbers, about 90 percent of 
them do not have area codes 
on them. What will be the 
cost for them to change? Why 
wasn’t this an issue when the 
435 area code was made? 

This new plan is very 
confusing, especially for the 
older generations and young 
children. Numbers will be 
harder to dial and remember. 
There will be different area 
codes at the same residences 
or businesses? Government 
offices will be very confusing. 
Will they be able to transfer 
our call to another division 
across area codes? 

 David Pearson
Clinton

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“If a split were used, 
some businesses would need 
to change their area codes, 
which can be an issue if you 
do business in other states. ...” 
— Scott

Ten-digit area codes create difficulties

This is a reply to the 
March 1 letter “Humans too 
intricate to have evolved”: 
Sorry that your pride has been 
hurt over this matter. My 
argument begins with human 
unintelligent design from 
nature’s eye view.

 Nature shows us 
mountains of evidence in 
the geological, fossil and 
biological (DNA) record that 
supports small mutations 
and change occurring over 
billions of years, not thousands 
— 98.6 percent of our DNA is 
identical to that of our nearest 
relative, the chimpanzee. I’m 
sorry, just do the math starting 
backward from 100 percent to 
find the total difference.

It is true, however, as 
Richard Dawkins and many 
other great scientists have 
noted, that we may never 
know exactly how life began 
on our planet or in this 
universe, but let me say one 
thing: We will never be able 
to accept your alternative. 
I’m referring to the biblical 
account of Genesis where life 
began in a magic garden from 
puffs of smoke, dirt, a rib and 
a talking snake.

I personally don’t believe 

in aliens’ seeding our planet; 
however, I would be more 
inclined to do so than to put 
my belief in a talking snake. 
Charles Darwin’s little theory 
of 1859 has proved over the 
last 150 years to be as much 
of a scientific fact as the 
theory of gravity or Einstein’s 
relativity, or that simply, the 
earth is in fact round and not 
the center of the universe.

I’m sure Darwin would be 
amazed and proud at what 
science has discovered and 
learned from his theory over 
the time since it was first 
published. 

If you’re looking for books 
to read and movies to watch, I 
suggest for starters the book 
“Letter to a Christian Nation” 
by Sam Harris or the recently 
released DVD “Religilous” by 
Bill Maher for laughs, or just 
try the Discovery Channel— 
you’ll be surprised at what you 
can learn.

If all else fails, try starting 
at the beginning with Charles 
Darwin’s “On the Origin of 
Species.” It just may change 
your view of life on this planet; 
it did mine.

  Troy Williams
South Weber

We share 98.6 percent of DNA with chimps

It seems the only negative 
motto I’ve ever enjoyed is 
the Ten Commandments. The 
Third Commandment is to 
“honor thy parents” — amazing 
grace! Anyone can seek much 
wisdom as they have wisdom 
— common knowledge and 
education. Older people are like 
walking encyclopedias. 

The words “disciples” (there 
are 12) likely comes from the 
word discipline. I encounter 
it daily. Other words seem 
related as well: Ain’t — saint — 
complaint, pay — pray — obey, 

repent — resent — relent and 
earn — yearn — learn. 

The Judas priest or bad spirit 
usually betrays — defy — deny 
or rely. When it beholds me, I 
indemnify it. If it betrays me, I 
condemn it.

Yes, I disciplined my beloved 
children, and they taught me 
character and talents. Everyone 
has ESP and it should be the 
sixth sense. 

And, we are all gods and 
goddesses in the image.

Ann Christine Christoferson
Layton

Reader shares wisdom in some words




