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On StandardNET:

JOHN KASS: The Chi-
cago Tribune columnist mocks 
probable Republican presi-
dential candidate Newt Ging-
rich for saying that it was his 
deep patriotism for America 
that led to his adulteries.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

After Utah Gov. Gary Her-
bert failed to do the right 
thing and instead signed 
the anti-open government 

bill, HB477, opponents of the new 
law began a movement to gather 
signatures for a referendum vote to 
repeal it.

That won’t be easy, though. The 
dominant party in our Legislature, 
along with Herbert, have just passed 
and signed into law Senate Bill 165, 
which explicitly blocks online sig-
natures from being used for refer-
endum petition drives and increases 
the number of signatures needed 
from about 65,000 to 97,000. 

To sum up, Herbert and his Re-
publican followers on Capitol Hill 
are doing everything they can to 
thwart grassroots, citizen-motivated 
politics. They want a Utah govern-
ment where the populace stays quiet 
and takes what the “old-boy” net-
work gives them.

That will not be tolerated. SB165 
needs to be stopped. One avenue is 
the courts. SB165 contradicts a prior 
Utah Supreme Court ruling that al-
lowed a third-party gubernatorial 
candidate to be on the ballot last 

year. It is also a deliberate swipe 
at the ethics reform petition drive 
by Utahns for Ethical Government. 
Lt. Gov. Greg Bell had refused that 
group’s online signatures but had 
suggested that state lawmakers re-
view the law.

They did, and decided to make it 
even harder for populist reforms to 
clean up our corrupt Legislature. 
The excuse by Herbert and his cro-
nies that an online signature doesn’t 
count because there is no third party 
witness is an insult to every Utahn 
who securely uses online procedures 
every day for personal and govern-
ment purposes. We repeat: The Utah 
Supreme Court needs to review 
SB165, disqualify it, and pave the 
way for UEG and other referendum 
movements, such as the effort to 
repeal HB477, to gather online peti-
tions.

If Herbert and legislators want 
to continue acting like caricatures 
of out-of-touch despots desperately 
clinging to power, that’s their busi-
ness. 

The rest of us are ready to live 
in an open, transparent, ethical 21st 
century state government.

Ethics versus Utah’s leaders

Last month, the web site Livability.
com ranked Ogden as one of the 
top 10 “Death Defying Cities.”  

According to the web site, the cities that 
made the list are the best adventure cities 
for things like skiing, rock climbing, and 
other adventure sports. 

Although I wouldn’t necessarily use 
the phrase “death defying” to describe 
Ogden, there is no doubt that Ogden 
offers a myriad of opportunities for 
outdoor recreation. Ogden has promoted 
itself as a destination 
for outdoor enthusiasts 
and received 
recognition in the 
national publications 
Runners World, Ski 
Magazine, and Forbes.

In recent years, the 
quantity and variety of 
cultural experiences 
available in Ogden have 
also expanded. Consider 
the numerous activities 
that took place on the 
first weekend in March. 
Under the direction 
of Tracy Callahan, 
Weber State University’s Department 
of Performing Arts presented the play 
“Lion in Winter.” Victor Uzer’s Bonneville 
Chamber Music Festival brought artists 
from Brazil, Russia, Montenegro, and 
Italy to Ogden to perform with a talented 
group of local musicians. Diane Stern 
and the WSU Office of Cultural Affairs 
brought the Punch Brothers band to 
perform at the Perry Egyptian Theater 
where they played traditional bluegrass 
as well as music spanning from the 
Beatles to Bach. 

In smaller venues, the guitarist Carlos 
Emjay performed at the Borrowed Earth 
Emporium. The singer and guitarist Amy 
Lamarr performed at Rovali’s Ristorante 
Italiano. Other live entertainment options 
could be found at many eating and 
drinking establishments on 25th Street 
and beyond. 

The first weekend in March wasn’t 
atypical. You can find similar events 
on most weekends. Later this month, 
the National Undergraduate Literature 
Conference will bring the nationally 
renowned authors Russell Banks, Sharon 
Olds and Terry Gifford to Ogden for 
public readings.

Several interesting factors contribute 

to the cultural and artistic scene found 
in Ogden. The Brownings, the Dees, the 
Eccles, the Goddards, the Lindquists, 
the Stewarts and other prominent 
Ogden families have long recognized 
the importance of the arts and shown 
their support by building state of the 
art venues and providing permanent 
endowments to support the arts. The gifts 
of these large donors are supplemented 
by the generosity of hundreds of other 
donors and the work of countless 

volunteers who 
serve on boards and 
committees. The 
community members 
who give their time 
and money to the arts 
are key to bringing 
the Utah Symphony 
and Ballet West to 
Ogden.

In recent years, 
the RAMP funds have 
provided funding 
to support arts and 
culture. RAMP funds 
provide a critical 
subsidy to the arts 

which makes world-class performances 
available to the Ogden community at 
astonishingly affordable prices.

Undisputably, Weber State University 
is a linchpin for both the visual, 
performing, and literary arts. WSU 
sponsors many cultural events, and 
WSU faculty and students provide an 
appreciative audience for arts events 
sponsored by others in the area.

Finally, dozens of entrepreneurs 
have enlivened the arts scene in Ogden. 
This is evident from the numerous 
independently-owned galleries and the 
small music venues in downtown Ogden.  

Across the country, communities are 
competing to attract creative and talented 
people because doing so is important to 
economic development. The communities 
that are attracting creative people are 
culturally rich, offering an eclectic 
menu of contemporary music, theater, 
symphony, galleries, and museums. 

Ogden is deservedly proud of the 
reputation it has earned for outdoor 
sports. The city would be well served 
to also promote itself as a regional 
center for arts and culture. Doing so 
would foster both the arts and economic 
development.

Art and death in Ogden

Killing feral cats, is that 
foolishness? Have we learned 
nothing from the past? If 
you kill the predators, the 
vermin population explodes. A 
dispassionate look at our own 
history shows that. 

My grandmother lived in 
Promontory as a girl. She told 
me that their crops were eaten 
three years in a row by rabbits 
and finally they surrendered 
and moved to town. Why? 
Because we tend to kill coyotes 
and wolves and they tend to kill 
rabbits and such. 

One plus one still equals two. 
Alley cats, feral cats, if you will, 
kill vermin such as mice, rats. 

They don’t run in packs, kill 
livestock our attack children. 
The only reason I can come up 
with for Curt Oda’s focusing on 
the poor creatures is that they 
poop in Ms. Oda’s flower beds 
and she gave him his orders. I 
could be wrong. 

In  Boy Scouts, we teach our 
kids that if they kill it, they eat 
it. Obviously there are limits as 
some animals are an inherent 
danger to humans, but cats?  
Really? 

Speaking for another 

segment of the population, 
what will the swamp foxes 
of Farmington Bay eat if we 
get rid of alley cats? They 
don’t have a cat problem in 
Farmington. It’s the great 
pyramid of life. 

Maybe if somebody 
explained why we should hate 
cats, we could all agree.  We 
could run around the city 
shooting willy nilly and oops! 
Sorry about the “collateral 
damage.” How about stray 
dogs then? Where do we stop? 
There are always foolish people 
among us who will consider it 
open season on anybody’s cats. 

We as a species don’t always 
have all the facts, and so we 
sometimes mess things up 
trying to “fix” our environment. 

Oh, and Ms. Oda, there is 
a pepper-based product that 
will keep the kitties out of your 
petunias.

Mike Grimsby
Clearfield

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“So would the populatuon 
of kill Deer and other native 
ground birds. I’ll take my 
chances.” — Jon

Rodents will increase without feral cats

Recently there has been an 
on-going investigation into the 
American Muslims that has 
been headed by Republican 
Pete King from New York. 
To paint every American 
Muslim with the same brush 
is like blaming every white 
American for the terrorism 
that was brought on by such 
individuals like John Dillinger, 
Baby Face Nelson, Machine 
Gun Kelly, Bonnie Parker and 
Clyde Barrow. 

It’s the result of ignorance 
and prejudice that draft-
dodging Rep. King is doing 
to all the American Muslims 
who have served, and many 
have given their lives for this 
country. He should hide his 
face in shame and be banned 
from ever representing any 
American in Congress. 

It’s shameful and 
Islamophobic to punish a 
whole group of people for 
what a few have committed. 
Even our president has been 
scrutinized for not being a true 
American because of his last 
name and color of his skin. 
Yet, he is the epitome of what 
can be accomplished in this 
country. This reminds me of 
the McCarthy hearings and 
how they made him look like 
the fool that he was. 

I guess King didn’t go 
by the rule that if we don’t 
remember our past mistakes, 
we’re bound to repeat them. 
Allow me, a south Texas 
native who lived through the 
racial prejudice of having 
darker skin and a Hispanic 
last name, to say there’s no 
greater American patriots 
than the ones who put their 
lives on the line regardless 
of color, religious preference 
or surname, so that others 
like Peter King can have the 
privilege to live and act like 
they do in this wonderful 
country. 

Jewish Americans, 
Hispanic Americans, and 
Japanese Americans, have 
all gone through what the 
Muslims have to endure today; 
and those like King and others 
haven’t learned a thing. 

Don’t judge me until you 
walk in my shoes. If you 
know me and don’t like me, it 
is one thing, but not to know 
me and not like me is sinful 
and ignorant. It hurts me to 
no end to have served in my 
country’s military for over 20 
years and have someone like 
Representative King act in this 
manner.

Miguel R. Serda, Jr.
Clearfield

Don’t paint every Muslim with the same brush

Some people in the 
Legislature seem to have 
a vendetta against state 
employees, thinking that 
state workers, like federal 
politicians, are the cause of our 
problems. 

But, for several years 
now, state workers have been 
asked to take on the workload 
of retiring employees whose 
positions have not been 
replaced. Our work has been 
like the increasing burden of 
bricks required by Pharaoh. 

Unfortunately, over the 
past ten years, salary and cost 
of living increases have been 
granted to us only five times at 
a rate of only 1.5 percent per 
year, while consumer prices 
have gone up 2.5 percent per 
year. Pharaoh’s workers have 
not been compensated well 
for the increasingly effective 
services they provide.

Now the Legislature wants 
state workers to make their 
own straw to hold the bricks 
together. What has kept state 
employees going, are the 
meager increases in benefits 
over that stretch of time. The 
Legislature wants to radically 
reduce benefits and make 
workers more like private 
sector employees. However, 
private sector employees can 
get bonus incentives for hard 
work, where state employees 
cannot. 

We state workers are 
taxpayers, so we pay for part 
of our own wages and benefits! 
The public needs our services. 
It will be very hard when the 
economy gets better, to keep 
the great state employees we 
have now. They will join in 
a great Exodus to go where 
their work is respected and 
compensated.

Verna “Buni” Phillips
West Bountiful

State workers don’t 
get bonuses


