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On StandardNET:

TINA DUPUY: The Cagle 
Cartoons columnist is con-
cerned that President Barack 
Obama’s current policies are 
making it sure that Repub-
licans never have to defend 
President George W. Bush.
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We’re not surprised that 
there is another bad im-
migration bill festering in 
the Utah state Legislature. 

Sen. Stephen Urquhart, R-St. George, 
is tired of those “durned” illegals and 
he wants to get rid of the 40,000 or 
so Utah driver privilege cards that 
illegals are using. Under Urquhart’s 
bill, on Jan. 1, these drivers would no 
longer be allowed to drive legally on 
Utah’s roads.

However, we are a little surprised 
that the Senate Transportation, Public 
Utilities and Technology Committee 
passed Urquhart’s bill, SB138, 4-1. It 
now goes to the full state Senate.

Look, we’re as frustrated and op-
posed to illegal immigration as the next 
Utah pol trolling for cheap, high-oc-
tane, emotional issues to garner public 
support. But passing chest-thumping, 
political Viagra bills, whether they are 
sponsored by an Urquhart, a Wimmer, 
a Sandstrom, or a Buttars, is not the 
way to solve the problem with illegals. 
In fact, Urquhart’s SB138 is counter-

productive. It takes 40,000-plus ille-
gals, most presumably working, out of 
the system and back into the shadows. 
Without a driver privilege card, law 
enforcement will not know who is on 
Utah’s roads and more accidents will 
go unreported, more liabilities will not 
be met, and more illegals will have no 
incentive to work with police or locals 
governments.

We need immigration reform that 
makes sure state officials and law en-
forcement personnel know who Utah’s 
illegals are. That way we can get rid 
of those who are committing criminal 
acts. Also, we can decide the future of 
those who are here, whether it includes 
a long path to citizenship, a guest-work-
er status, or expulsion from this nation.

But if we instead satisfy a cheap 
emotional need, such as that which 
SB138 does, making it illegal for these 
workers to drive, we are just tossing 
them back underground. Nothing will 
be accomplished. We hope there are 
enough smart legislators to toss SB138 
out the car window and into the trash.

Another bad immigration bill

Now that the Super Bowl is over, 
I want to give you an interesting 
perspective on the annual event. 

A few days before the game, my wife 
received a brief e-mail from her Aunt 
Joyce saying that she 
wanted the Steelers 
to win the game. This 
was surprising because 
Joyce had spent her 
entire life in Wisconsin. 
In fact, for many years 
she lived less than 
an hour away from 
the Packers historic 
Lambeau field.

When asked to 
explain, Joyce said 
many of her memories 
of Packers football 
games were less than 
positive. She remembers 
getting up at 4 a.m. to make holiday 
dinners. On many occasions her efforts 
were rewarded by family members and 
guests who were unwilling to come to 
the table because the 
Packers were still 
playing.   

One of her clearest 
memories is of New 
Year’s Eve, 1967. She 
and her husband had 
planned a large New 
Year’s Eve dinner. A 
week before the party, 
the Packers earned the 
right to play in the NFL 
championship game 
which would be played 
on New Year’s Eve.

The game pitted 
Green Bay against the 
Dallas Cowboys, and 
it was one of the most 
memorable games in 
NFL history. It was a 
hard-fought contest 
between two evenly 
matched teams. The 
Packers were behind for 
almost the entire fourth 
quarter. On their final drive, the Packers 
took the ball to the Cowboys’ 3-yard line. 
After two unsuccessful attempts to score, 
the Packers used their final time out. With 
16 seconds left in the game many thought 
they should play for a tie by kicking a field 
goal. 

The Packers’ quarterback Bart Starr 
suggested a quarterback sneak to coach 
Vince Lombardi. Coach Lombardi’s 
response was, “Well, run it and let’s get the 
hell out of here.” Starr did run the play for 
the winning touchdown.

The game is also remembered because 
of the weather. Dubbed the Ice Bowl, the 

temperature at kickoff was 15 below zero. 
The marching band had trouble playing 
their instruments because the woodwinds 
would freeze and the mouthpieces of 
the brass instruments would stick to the 

musicians’ lips.
Despite the weather, 

Joyce’s husband and 
son went to the game, 
and they have fond 
memories of the 
historic contest. Joyce 
remembers trying to 
grill steaks in sub-
zero temperatures 
and entertain 25 New 
Year’s Eve guests by 
herself.

Was Joyce 
exaggerating the 
influence football 
games can have on 

family gatherings? I don’t think so.
I recall the first time I traveled to 

Wisconsin to meet my wife’s family. When 
we walked into their home both the living 

room and dining 
room were filled 
with women. I 
had just sat down 
when her uncle 
stuck his head 
inside the door, 
looked at me and 
said, “The men 
are outside.”

In the back 
yard, I found all 
the men drinking 
beer and sitting 
on lawn chairs 
pulled around 
a television 
connected to 
a long, orange 
extension cord.  
The television had 
seen better days, 
and in the glare 
of the summer 
sun the image was 
almost completely 
washed out.

I asked what they were watching and 
the terse response was “the Packers.” I 
thought this was a little unusual because 
it was early July and the football season 
hadn’t started. After a few minutes 
I realized that they were watching a 
replay of a Packers’1967 championship, 
a game played decades before my trip to 
Wisconsin. 

Over the course of the afternoon, none 
of the women came outside to check on the 
game. I guess Joyce and the other women 
in the family have a crystal clear memory 
of the 1967 game that does not require 
periodic refreshing.

Different memories of a classic game

The game is also remembered 

because of the weather. 

Dubbed the Ice Bowl, the 

temperature at kickoff was 

15 below zero. The marching 

band had trouble playing 

their instruments because the 

woodwinds would freeze and 

the mouthpieces of the brass 

instruments would stick to the 

musicians’ lips.

I just want to speak out 
against the popular norm 
here and share a little bit 
about what we’re going to 
lose if we allow our leaders 
to repeal health care.

As for me, the price would 
be slim. Repeal would mean 
my daughter-in-law would be 
once again without insurance 
that is currently provided 
under this law.

For so many others, it will 
be a lot worse. People with 
pre-existing conditions will 
lose their coverage and some 
will lose free preventative 
care.

If people thought their 
insurance costs are high 
now, picture this: We’ll tell 
insurance companies they 

have to cover pre-existing 
conditions and pregnant 
women and then we’ll tell 
them they aren’t going to get 
more people to offset the cost 
of covering these higher cost 
people. That cost is going to 
come out of our pockets if 
we’re insured.

Republicans in Congress 
want to unravel the law that 
holds insurance companies 
in check, allowing insurance 
companies to once again 
deny coverage to children 
with pre-existing conditions, 
cancel coverage when people 
get sick, and limit the amount 
of care we can get, even if 
we need it.

David Perry
Pleasant View

Insurance companies will again deny care, cancel us

The health care bill was 
passed last year and for 
the past 30 years there has 
been a constant battle for 
improving the health care for 
all Americans. 

The Republicans have 
fought against it with all 
they have and used all the 
reasons they can muster to 
keep Americans from having 
the excellent health care that 
this country can provide. 
Americans who are old 
enough to get into Medicare 
are realizing some of the 
benefits. 

The health care bill has 
provided benefits at this 
time. Children can remain on 
the health insurance of their 
parents until age 26, those 
with pre-existing conditions 
can get health insurance that 
they would not otherwise get 
without the health care bill. 
The coverage gap, called the 
donut hole, is closing slowly 
but surely and the cost of 
medicine will start to come 
down. 

There were all the cries 
against socialized medicine 
and the health care in other 
countries as not being as safe 
as here. 

Where are most of the 
drugs made? The other 
countries have free or low-
cost health care and the 
drugs are just as safe, if not 
more so than in this country. 
The Republicans should get 
together with the Democrats 
to improve the health care 
law and make it better. 

They claim to have ideas 
that would do just that, so 
why don’t they put their 
ideas into amendments that 
improve the law, rather than 
try to repeal it? 

Don’t throw the baby out 
with the bath water!

Clifford Tornow
Roy

Improve health care 
law, don’t repeal it

I feel that recent media 
coverage of Ogden’s Sexual 
Orientation/Gender Identity 
ordinance mischaracterized 
my position (Feb. 2, “Many 
support ordinance”).  Sexual 
preference is inborn — I 
have no wish to impose my 
beliefs on anyone. 

When I first read the Salt 
Lake City ordinance (upon 
which all others in Utah are 
based) I had two issues. First, 
it has an exception for small 
landlords, which are those 
most likely to live in the 
same city as their property, 
participate in the discussion 
and vote if unhappy with the 
outcome.

Second, it makes no 
exception for “strangers 
sharing an apartment” 
as they do in our student 
housing. As it turned out, 
this situation was never 
discussed. I feel when like 
minded people (straight 
and/or LGBT) decide to live 
together that’s their choice. 
When strangers share an 
apartment it becomes a 
different animal.  

Our students come from 
all over Utah, the U.S. 
and even the world, with 
reasonable expectation as to 
their roommates’ behavior. 

Of course reasonable is in 
the eye of the beholder, but 
with the right attitude, some 
self-control and respect for 
others — things I have no 
control over — most tenants 
get along great.  

Sharing an apartment 
implies there will be other 
roommates — an economic 
necessity for our business. 
When tenants complain and/
or move-out with the same 
person at the center of the 
problem, and when efforts 
to resolve the issues have 
failed, that person needs to 
go live somewhere else.  

Under the SLC ordinance 
(and Ogden’s without this 
exception), there is a high 
probability a $500 fine will be 
assessed when those issues 
involve LGBT people.

We have been doing this 
for 42 years — attempting 
to accommodate everyone 
— and for the most part, 
everybody gets along great. 
I feel that the Ogden City 
Council is only hearing from 
one side of this issue and 
many of those folks live out 
of town. Please contact your 
council representative and 
weigh in.

Larry Campion
Ogden

Writer says media mischaracterized his position


