
At home, I’m known 
as the guy who says 
— maybe more 

than anything else — “You 
better go ask your mother.”

But if my children were 
regular readers of the 
letters to the editor section 
of the Standard-Examiner, 
they might think I’m the 
guy who is destroying 
American society. I’m a 
journalist, and we always 
take it pretty hard on the 
chin.

As exhibit No. 1, I 
direct your attention to 
today’s letters section, 
and in particular the 
missive from George Jones 
of Washington Terrace 
(“Houston’s dismal future 
was of his own making”). 
His letter just happens to 
be one of those that every 
now and then breaks the 
camel’s back — in this 
case, mine. We receive, 
and publish, lots of letters 
that take us to task. That’s 
one of the reasons we 
have a letters section: So 
people can kick us in the 
shins when they disagree 
with us. Most often, we 
simply run them without 
response. Once in a while, 
we’ll attach an editor’s 
note in response — but we 
generally don’t like doing 
that.

Back to the Jones 
letter. He obviously found 
distasteful our May 6 news 
story, headlined “To die in 
prison,” about Utah’s first 
juvenile offender to be 
sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility 
of parole. He writes that 
it “bemoans the dismal 
future” of the convicted 
rapist and murderer Robert 
Cameron Houston. He 
describes the story as an 
“oozing love fest for one 

of Utah’s more heinous 
criminals.” And he accuses 
the story of being “filled 
with the usual moral-
relativist platitudes.”

Finally, Jones concludes: 
“Instead of asking what it 
is like ‘To die in prison,’ the 
Standard-Examiner would 
better serve its readership 
by asking what it is like to 
die alone in the dark at the 
hands of someone you were 
trying to help.”

Without question, 
George Jones is entitled 
to his opinion. But it irks 
me when someone tries to 
tattoo us with the charge 
of publishing an “oozing 
love fest for one of Utah’s 
more heinous criminals” 
that was, by any objective 
standard, anything but. 
We’ve been reporting 
on Houston’s murder of 
Raechale Elton since it 
happened in February 
2006. We have described, 
in agonizing detail, the 
monstrous nature of his 
crimes — in multiple 
stories. We have chronicled 
his history of sexual 
assaults, his use of weapons 
in previous crimes.

In fact, I’d be willing 
to venture a guess that 
most of the information 
George Jones has learned 
about the Elton murder 
and Houston’s crimes 
has probably come from 
the Standard-Examiner’s 
exhaustive reportage.

Yet, because we decided 
to publish a story with 

news value — again, 
Houston is the first juvenile 
offender to be sentenced 
to life in prison without 
the possibility of parole 
— we’ve allegedly done 
something inappropriate. 
Because our reporter was 
thorough and interviewed 
people who are both in 
favor of life without parole 
for juveniles and those 
who are not in favor of 
life without parole for 
juveniles, it’s described 
as an “oozing love fest.” 
Because our reporter noted 
that eight states and the 
District of Columbia forbid 
the sentence of life without 
parole for juveniles, and 
because we include the 
opinions of mental health 
experts, we’re accused of 
having engaged in “the 
usual moral-relativist 
platitudes.”

I know newspaper 
journalists have always 
taken a shellacking from 
some readers because 
we are the bearers of so 
much bad news. If we 
report on a high school 
brawl, for example, people 
forget all the so-called 
“good news” stories 
about high-achieving 
students, all those sports 
stories and everything 
else we’ve done, and 
accuse us of only focusing 
on the negative. Same 
goes for governments, 
police, courts, utilities, 
transportation — 
everything.

So I’d like to take this 
opportunity to remind 
our readers of something 
that ought to be obvious, 
yet often seems to escape 
their view: Our job is to 
report news. Sometimes 
that means the unusual, 
the disturbing. If we didn’t 

report it, we’d be accused 
of helping someone to 
cover it up. You don’t have 
to love us for it; that’s not 
what we’re asking for. We 
would, I think, like people 
to sit back and think about 
what role newspapers play 
in our society. We provide 
the news and information 
to help you know what’s 
going on in your world, 
in your community. The 
Standard-Examiner is 
particularly interested 
in conveying local and 
regional information, 
because the national and 
state news is available 
from any number of other 
sources.

Complain about the 
things we do wrong. We’re 
not perfect.

Tell us to do things 
differently. Maybe we will, 
but maybe we won’t.

But reporting the news, 
providing context and 
offering our views on the 
opinion page is our job 
— our mission every day. 
We think you’re better off 
knowing the background 
story of Houston’s sentence 
by a Davis County jury. It 
gave those who read it an 
insight into an aspect of the 
justice system they haven’t 
seen anywhere else in Utah 
media. We’re proud of that; 
it’s what keeps journalists 

thrilled about doing the 
job. And it’s something I 
think my children, when 
they reach a certain age 
and start reading letters to 
the editor, will take a little 
pride in.

Porter is the Standard-
Examiner’s editorial page 
editor. E-mail him at 
dporter@standard.net.

A simple reminder to our readers: It’s our job to report the news

This isn’t going to be a feel-
good piece.

When I was 9 years old, 
I was sitting in Mrs. Simpson’s 
fourth-grade classroom. The 
principal’s secretary walked in 
and handed our teacher a note. A 
few seconds later, Mrs. Simpson 
told us that President John F. 
Kennedy had been killed.

That is my earliest memory of 
someone being killed by a gun-
shot. Unfortunately, it is one of 
many memories. Given my age, 
I remember the deaths of Bobby 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King 
Jr.

I remember the December 
day that  John Lennon was shot 
outside his apartment building. On 
April 20, 1999, I had just finished 
a daylong business meeting 
in Atlanta when I returned to 
my hotel room and found the 
television filled with nonstop 
news coverage of the Columbine 
shootings.

My memories aren’t confined 
to the national news. When I was 
in high school, a prison escapee 
robbed a late-night grocery 
store in my hometown. After the 
robbery, he took three employees 
with him. A few miles out of 
town, he made them lie down in a 
ditch and he proceeded to shoot 
each one in the head. One of the 
victims was a well-known high 
school athlete; another was the 
son of my sociology teacher.

Of course, the Feb. 12 Trolley 
Square shootings are fresh in the 
minds of Utahns.

The Trolley Square shootings 
had not yet faded from memory 
when news that 32 students and 
faculty were killed by a gunman 
at Virginia Tech University 
caught the nation’s attention.

Inexplicable violence is the 
common thread linking these 
events. Yet, the reaction to these 
events has changed over the past 
four decades, and the change has 
not been for the better. 

It seems people are 
increasingly willing to openly 
exploit tragic events for their 
own economic interests. Consider 
those who are using the Virginia 
Tech tragedy as an opportunity 
for a financial windfall. 

Shortly after the shooting 
I received a forwarded e-
mail message from a wireless 
messaging company promoting 
a cell-phone-based technology 
as a means to communicate with 
students during times of crisis.

Apparently, I was not alone. 

The online edition of the Chronicle 
of Higher Education reported 
university administrators had 
been overwhelmed by solicitations 

from companies 
offering emergency-
alert systems. The same 
article reported that one 
company that markets 
a software product to 
send text messages 
to students during an 
emergency raised its 
prices 150 percent in 
the wake of the Virginia 
Tech shootings.

At least two writers 
indicate they will write 
a book on the shootings.

 One has signed a 
major contract for a 
book to be released this 
summer. 

You could generously 
hope that the rush to 
complete the book is 
motivated by the desire 
to capture accurate 
accounts of the events 
while memories are 
fresh.

It would be difficult 
to be equally generous 
toward the man who 

purchased more than 
40 Web addresses shortly after 
the shootings. In the world of the 
Internet, individuals frequently 
purchase domain names, not 

because they plan to use them, but 
because they believe they can be 
resold at a higher price at a later 
date.

The purchased Web addresses 
include: campuskillings.com, 
massacreinblacksburg.com, 
virginiatechpictures.com and 
virginiatechthemovie.com. As of 
last week, the man was making 
the offer, “For Sale — Virginia 
Tech Media And Story Domains.” 
The offer also stated, “Special 
preference given to people 
directly related to the tragedy.” 
In a perverse sense, the man who 
purchased these domain names 
does show a special preference 
for victims.

When we meet people who are 
grieving we are often at a loss 
for how to express our sympathy. 
Words seem inadequate; other 
expressions of sympathy often 
seem inappropriate. 

Yet, some reactions to grief 
are never appropriate. You can be 
certain that the friends, families 
and colleagues of those killed 
in the Virginia Tech shootings 
are not comforted by the words, 
“Show me the money.” 

Regretfully, in the world 
today, victims must grieve while 
profiteers circle nearby.

Too many exploit tragic events in the rush to make money
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Back Pain?
Utah − According to a recently released back pain 
relief report, most back pain sufferers have no idea 
how to eliminate their pain. Some use heat, others 
ice. From sleeping on the floor, to pillows underneath 
the legs, back pain relief techniques vary. But thanks 
to a free report, local back pain sufferers finally 
know exactly what to do.

To get a copy of 
the free “Back 
Pain Relief Re-
port”, call toll-free, 
1-800-754-2013.
(Toll-free, 24 hour 
recorded message) 
Or go to www.
utahdiscpainreport.
com.
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Severe Back 
Pain

or 
Herniated

Disc?
UTAH - Have you tried pills, 

therapy, injections, massages, 

surgery and failed? Have you 

wondered if your severe back, 

sciatica, or leg pain will ever 

go away? Now there is a back 

pain guide that your doctor may 

not even know about that you 

can receive for free entitled, 

“The Severe Back, Sciatica, 
And Disc Pain Guide,” that 

reveals a relatively new 

surgery-free, non-invasive 

technology designed to treat 

severe low back, buttock, and 

leg pain, along with herniated 

and slipped discs. To receive 

the guide free, call 1-800-

765-3779 (Toll-free 24-Hour 

recorded message) or go to 

www.urgentpainreport.com
Joel Templeton, D.C.

It seems people are increasingly willing to openly 

exploit tragic events for their own economic 

interests. 

We would, I think, 

like people to sit 

back and think 

about what role 

newspapers play 

in our society. We 

provide the news 

and information 

to help you know 

what’s going on in 

your world, in your 

community.
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Call Classifieds
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