
 

 

Vibes 

 I was discharged from active duty in the 

Navy in April 2007, and I enrolled in Weber 

State University the Fall Semester of that 

same year. When school first started, I was 

still adjusting to civilian life, 

and, after five years of Navy 

service, my arithmetic and 

written skills needed to be 

refined to college level. 

 I went to the Vet-

eran’s Services Office on 

campus where I found out 

about Veterans Upward 

Bound.  From the start, I 

received open and willing 

assistance from the VUB 

staff. In fact, I had not even 

finished filling out all of the 

necessary paperwork before 

receiving services. 

I was especially interested in receiv-

ing tutoring in Math and English Composi-

tion. With the help of VUB, I was able to pro-

gress to Calculus II, a required class for me 

to reach my goal of earning a degree in Elec-

trical Engineering. I have received excellent 

grades in physics, math, and English, using 

the skills learned through VUB.  In addition, I 

have been able to excel in my general edu-

cation classes, maintaining an overall GPA 

above 3.4. 

 

I also received VUB help beyond 

normal classroom assistance. I wanted to 

concentrate on school and not have to worry 

so much about my family’s well being, so I 

was looking for scholarships 

to help with my college ex-

penses. The VUB staff helped 

me locate scholarships that I 

qualified for. While enrolled 

with VUB, I have earned sev-

eral scholarships: the Navajo 

Nation Chief Manuleto Aca-

demic Scholarship, a General 

Motors Academic Scholar-

ship, the Utah Department of 

Veterans Affairs Scholarship, 

the Veterans of Peace Aca-

demic Scholarship, and the 

American Indian Services 

Academic Scholarship. 

 I am on track to gradu-

ate May 2009 with an A.S. from Weber State 

University, and I have been accepted to the 

University of Utah’s School of Engineering. I 

am very thankful for the financial and tuto-

rial assistance that I received from VUB. I 

don’t believe I would have been able to ac-

complish my educational goals and be on 

the track to achieving my career goals with-

out the assistance of VUB. 

Christopher Bowman 
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A hearty congratulations to the following VUB participants who recently 

graduated from Postsecondary programs: 

 

 Samuel L. Anderson, BS, Computer Science/Software 

 Irma C. Rivera, BS,  Nursing 

 Roderick K. Ramos, AS, General Studies 

Samantha D. Tostenson, BS, Microbiology 

 
Veterans Upward Bound is fully funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
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Director’s Take     Donna Rigby 

Post 9-11 GI Bill, Proceed With Caution 
By Dan Czech 

W ith all 

the new in-

formation 

and mis-

information surrounding the 

impending start of the “Post 9-

11 GI Bill,” it is important that 

anyone considering a switch to 

this program proceed with cau-

tion.  The Post 9-11 GI Bill, also 

known as Chapter 33, has both 

pros and cons.  

    As in any new program there 

will be a time of adjustment for 

the Veterans Administration, 

program participants, and edu-

cational institutions.  So unless 

the Post 9-11 GI Bill (Chapter 

33) is your only option, there is 

no hurry to jump into it.  You 

may want to wait until the dust 

settles and the bugs are 

worked out. Especially since 

the Post 9-11 GI Bill is irrevoca-

ble. Once you elect it,  you can-

not return to benefits under 

any other chapter. 

       The VA website 

www.gibill.va.gov  has valuable 

information to help you make a 

decision as to whether  or not 

this new program will benefit 

you.  There are scenarios 

listed that can help with the 

decision, a comparison chart 

of the programs, and a list of 

frequently asked questions.  

     For example, those of you 

already participating in the GI 

Bill (Chapter 30) normally 

would be limited to 36 

months worth of benefits.  

The Chapter 33 benefits allow 

for 48 months of benefits, but 

there is a catch.  If you are 

part way through your original 

36 months of coverage and 

make the switch, then, under 

Chapter 33, you are only enti-

tled to the remainder of the 

36 months you would have 

had under Chapter 30.  But, if 

you exhaust the “old” benefits 

and then make the switch, 

you will then be entitled to an 

additional 12 months, to 

equal 48 months of benefits. 

     Another example pertains 

to the Chapter 33 “Housing 

Allowance.” Participants could 

be eligible for E-5 housing 

allowance, if they are going 

over half time, but the actual 

monetary amount would 

be based on the student’s 

"Rate of Pursuit.”   This 

means that if 12 credits is 

considered full time, and 

the student is taking 9 

credits, then he or she 

may receive 75% of the 

housing allowance for 

each month that semes-

ter.  Housing allowance 

will not be paid for months 

not in school. 

As you can see, there 

are many things to con-

sider before making the 

switch to the new Post 9-

11 GI Bill.  If you are think-

ing about applying for this 

new program, you should 

do your homework and 

make an informed deci-

sion. “Look before you 

leap” has always been 

good advice and is just as 

relevant when deciding 

whether or not to select 

Chapter 33 benefits. 

 

 

ing to troops in their first 

few weeks of Basic Train-

ing was probably the most 

memorable highlight for 

me. 

These are great men and 

women who will mostly 

face the rigors of war. It 

gave me a renewed re-

spect for the courage and 

T his past 

month, VUB 

Enrollment 

Advisor, Daniel 

Czech and I  

participated in 

an Army Educator’s tour of 

Ft. Benning, Georgia. 

The opportunity of speak-

commitment required by 

those who elect to serve in 

the military, for whatever 

reason.  

I salute each of our VUB 

students for having done 

what these new recruits 

are now doing, and much 

more.  

Me with  a 

parachute on 

my back—

the closest I 

hope to get to 

ever using 

one. 

 

 

Scholarship 

Opportunity 
 

The Department of 

Veterans Affairs State 

of Utah has donated 

2 scholarships in the 

amount of $500 each 

to Veter-

ans Up-

ward 

Bound.  

To be 

eligible 

to apply 

for the scholarships, 

you must: 

1) Currently be at-

tending a univer-

sity or other post-

secondary institu-

tion AND 

2) Be an active 

member of 

Utahõs VUB pro-

gram or have 

completed the 

program. 

 

Applications are due 

to the VUB office by 

July 17, 2009.  The 

application is avail-

able on our website, 

or you may call the 

office to have one 

sent to you. 

VIBES 

Veterans Upward Bound is fully funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
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VUB End-of-Year Activity and Picnic 

Attention VUB Project Participants. 

Food! Fun! Prizes! Awards!  The 

VUB Picnic will be held on Satur-

day June 

20, 2009 

from 

11:30 – 

1:30 at 

Veterans 

Grove on 

the Weber 

State University campus.  A short 

active army as an Army Aviator.   

 I have been a member 

of the 1/211 ARB Utah National 

Guard working on Apache attack 

aircraft for five years and have 

loved it.  As the Veteran’s Sena-

tor, I intend to work with other 

senators and members of the 

student government to give our 

veterans every opportunity to 

receive higher education.  Every 

member of the U.S. Armed Forces 

has made numerous sacrifices to 

M y name is Brian Balls, and I 

am excited to be represent-

ing the military personnel at We-

ber State this year as the Military 

Veteran’s Senator for Weber 

State University Student Govern-

ment.  I am currently a Criminal 

Justice major with an emphasis in 

Law Enforcement.  I am also cur-

rently an ROTC cadet and hope to 

commission next May into the 

serve our country and preserve 

our way of life, and I feel it is 

my duty to work hard to give 

back opportunities, as well as 

my gratitude, to those who 

served.  

 Leslie grew up in the Air 

force, and he has lived in New Mex-

ico, Alabama, Nebraska, and Ger-

many.  He now lives in Kaysville.  

Currently, he is preparing to return to 

school this fall and plans to continue 

working with Veterans Upward 

Bound while he pursues his gradu-

ate degree.  He looks forward to 

meeting the VUB students and help-

ing them excel in math. 

 

[The math tutoring schedule is found 

on the back page of the newsletter.] 

V eterans Up-

ward Bound is 

happy to intro-

duce Leslie 

Morrill as the 

new Math Tutor at Salt Lake Commu-

nity College. 

 He has a Bachelor’s degree 

in Mechanical Engineering and has 

successfully completed several 

courses in math, including Calculus 

II, Linear Algebra, and other math 

courses specific to his major.  

New Faces in Old Places 

WSU Veteran Senator, 2009-2010 

Brian Balls, WSU Mili-

tary Veteran’s Senator  

Thank Them! 
Finished with those scholarship appli-

cations?  Think again!  If you are 

awarded a scholarship send a thank 

you letter to the person, persons or 

organization that was gracious 

enough to provide you a chance for a 

better education.  Sending a thank 

you letter will not only show your 

thanks but will show your support for 

future recipients and your college.  

Visit http://www.collegescholarships. 

org/scholarships/thank-you-

letter.htm for help writing your schol-

arship thank you letter. 

 

NOTE: College Scholarships.org is a 

great resource for accessing scholar-

ships topics.   

program is planned for 12:30 p.m. 

We will have food, prizes and 

awards. RSVP to 801-626-7173. 

Northern Utah Veterans Nursing 

Home:   Completion of the project is 

on schedule. Your tax deductable 

donations are still needed. Visit  

http://veterans.utah.gov for dona-

tion options.   
DWS Veteran’s Employment Work-

shops: Help with resume building, 

interviewing skills, and job searching 

at two locations: 

 

Clearfield 801-776-7800 

July 1, Aug. 5, Sept. 2, and  

Oct. 14. 

 

Ogden 801-626-0300 

June 17, July 15, Aug. 19, Sep. 

23 and Oct. 28. 

Call for 

more infor-

mation or to 

reserve your 

space. 

 

Leslie Morrill 

“All life is an experiment. 

The more experiments 

you make the better.”  

ñ-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

VIBES 

Veterans Upward Bound is fully funded by the U.S. Department of Education 



 

 

Weber State University  
ANNEX 12 

 

Math Instruction  

May 11 - August 7  
Monday -Thursday  

8:00am -4:30 pm  

Friday  

8:00am -12noon  
 

Enrollment Advisor  

Appointments Encouraged  

801-920-4735 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

8:00 am - 4:30pm  
 

English & computer literacy  

Instruction available by appointment,  
801-626-7173  

Salt Lake Community College 
REDWOOD CAMPUS 
 

Math Instruction  

May 18 -August 7  
Monday & Wednesday, CT 194, 1:00pm - 5:00pm  

Tuesday & Thursday, SC 059, 3:00 -7:00pm  

Friday, SC 059, 10:00am -2:00pm  
 

Enrollment Advisor  

Appointments Encouraged  

801.920-4735 

 
REDWOOD CAMPUS 

Tuesday   & Thursday, 8:00am -10:00 am  

 

SOUTH CAMPUS 

Thursday, 12:30 -2:30 
 

VUB Summer 2009 Instruction & Advising 

Schedule 


