
Breakout Sessions #1 
Time Facilitator  

 
Narrative Location 

9:30 AM Adrienne Gillespie Understanding Learning Disabilities with the Learning Disabilities Association of Utah 
Deanne Shields will explain what learning disabilities are, different types like dyslexia, and some of the ways they 

affect the performance of individuals in school and at work.  She will also give examples of simple accommodations 

that will help individuals with learning disabilities be more successful.   

Presenter - Deanne Shields, Learning Disabilities Association of Utah 

Shepherd  
Union 
Room 305 

 Omar Guevara Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Panel Discussion 
By exploring the multiple perspectives of professional, students, and parents, our panel  would like  to raise 
awareness both about (1) promoting early detection of A.S.D. and (2) encourage aggressive early intervention for 

children that may be at risk. Because much about A.S.D. is poorly understood by medical science, we should not be 
surprised that even less is understood by parents struggling to identify – and help – their struggling children.  The 

panel composition is intentional: It seeks to simulate an interaction between the most important care givers and 

influences on a young autistic child’s life, and building synergies between and among these “first responders” is 
essential to helping a child with A.S.D. manage – and in some cases, even overcome – a life-long struggle with 

learning disabilities. 
Presenters - Amy Peters - M.Ed., CCC-SLP, BCBA, Program Specialist @ Utah Personnel Development Center 

                     Nicole Nordello – A.B.A. Behavioral Therapist, Graduate student in Psychology Department @ WSU 

                     Veronica Guevara – Former Acting Assistant Director of Forensics/Adjunct Instructor @ WSU 

Shepherd 
Union 
Ballroom 
A 

 Angela McLean The ADA: Past, Present & Future 
Since the implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, many issues have surfaced – some 

anticipated and others unexpected.  Melissa Frost will introduce the history of disability law and also discuss its 
most recent changes – specifically the ADA Amendments Act of 2008.  Panel responders will help discuss the 

clarifications and interpretations of the law over the past 20 years and implications for future practice.  
Presenter - Melissa Frost, Utah Division of Risk Management/ADA Coordinator 

Panel Responder, Barry Gomberg, Director, WSU AA/EO & ADA Coordinator  
Panel Responder, Don Guthrie, Director, WSU Services for Students with Disabilities 

Shepherd 
Union  
Room 316 

 Colt Mortenson Transitioning to WSU from High School 
This session will focus on the transition issues that students with disabilities, especially students who have recently 
graduated from high school, may face such as the eligibility and college readiness. 

Presenter - Roxanne Holbrook, Disabilities Services Specialist, Services for Students with Disabilities 

Shepherd 
Union  
Room 321 

 Dr. Mark Stevenson Disability at Work: A Panel Discussion 
This panel addresses some of the challenges and opportunities faced by individuals with disabilities, employers and 

educators regarding preparation for the workforce, training, and employment opportunities.  The panel will 
highlight the work of the Pioneer Adult Rehabilitation Center in creating employment opportunities for individuals 

with disabilities, and of WSU Career Services in working to place WSU students in the federal Workforce 
Recruitment Program for College Students with Disabilities.   

Presenting - Dr. Winn Stanger, Director, WSU Career Services  

                  Robert Daniels, CEO, Pioneer Adult Rehabilitation Center  
                  Ben Price, former Workforce Recruitment Program Intern  

Shepherd 
Union 
Ballroom 
C 

 Prasanna Reddy Hidden Victims:  Abuse of People with Disabilities Part I 
This two-part presentation introduces the spectrum of sexual and domestic violence and the abuse of people with 
disabilities. Current statistics, signs of abuse, and specific issues pertaining to this community will be discussed. 

Presenter – Deborah Dilley, M.A., Utah Coalition against Sexual Assault 

Shepherd 
Union 
Room 312 



Breakout Sessions #2 

Time Facilitator Narrative Location 

10:30 AM Barry  

Gomberg, Esq. 

 

Perceptions & Attitudes about Disability - A Mind Walk Exercise 
Public attitudes and perceptions about disability can form real barriers to equality.  Through a “Which Disability 

Would You Choose?” activity and related discussion, participants will explore their attitudes and feelings about 
various types of disabilities.  Basic knowledge of these types of disabilities will be presented as a method for 

introducing attitudinal change. 
Facilitator - Barry Gomberg - WSU Executive Director EO/AA, x6240/bgomberg@weber.edu 

Shepherd  
Union 
Room 305 

 Angela McLean Issues of “Reasonable” Accommodations for Students  
Documenting a disability and the need for an accommodation is only the first step in the process of receiving an 
accommodation.  Decisions for academic accommodations in higher education hinge on whether or not the 

accommodation needed is reasonable.  Presenters in this session will explore the idea of “reasonableness” in terms 
of academic accommodations in K-12 and postsecondary education.   

Presenters - Donald Guthrie, Director, WSU Services for Students with Disabilities 

                  Melina Alexander, WSU Assistant Professor, Special Education 
                  Melissa Frost, JD, Utah Division of Risk Management/ADA Coordinator 

Shepherd 
Union  
Room 321 

 Dr. Dianna K. Abel Managing Caregiver Stress: Taking Care of Yourself Too 
Providing care for loved ones with disabilities can be a stressful experience, and caregivers often neglect 
themselves in the process. In this session, panelists will describe caregiver stress and offer strategies to prevent 

burnout, share personal experiences of caregiving, and facilitate a focused meditation exercise. 
Presenters: Jennette Wood, LCSW, WSU Counseling & Psychological Services 

Sue Womack, Ph.D., WSU Department of Teacher Education 
Craig Oreshnick, Ph.D., WSU Counseling & Psychological Services  

 

 Charles D. Chandler Accommodating Student Veterans with Traumatic Brain Injury and Post-traumatic Stress Disorder: 
Tips for Campus Faculty and Staff 
Service members and veterans transition from deployment to higher education bring with them a degree of 

maturity, experience with leadership, familiarity with diversity, and a mission focused orientation that exceed those 

of nearly all of their peers.  However, many veterans acquired these assets at great personal expense, including 
battlefield injuries.  Cognitive injuries are among the most prevalent.  These conditions express themselves uniquely 

to the experience of the veteran.  The challenge is to identify or encourage the veteran to self refer for counseling 
or disability services.  This session will discuss ways to help veterans adjust to the university environment and in 

some cases, accommodate.   

Presenter & Facilitator - Charles D. Chandler, US Army, (Retired), M’Ed, M.S., Coordinator, WSU Veteran Services 

                                   Veteran Panel 
 

 Shepherd 
Union 
Ballroom 
C 

 Prasanna Reddy Hidden Victims:  Abuse of People with Disabilities Part II 
The second half of this presentation continues the discussion of the nature of power and control and its abusive 
manifestations within the community of people with disabilities. Advocacy tips will be explored. By increasing 

knowledge about the nature of abuse we, as a community, can decrease the risk of harm to this vulnerable 
population. 

Presenter – Deborah Dilley, M.A., Utah Coalition against Sexual Assault 

Shepherd 
Union 
Room 312 

 
 



Breakout Sessions #3 
Time Facilitator Narrative Location 

11:30 AM Maria Parrilla de Kokal Disability & Sexuality 
Advocating for the sexual rights and expression of people with disabilities has been the primary focus of Dr. Linda 

R. Mona’s career. She has worked in a variety of professional settings addressing the need for a deeper 

understanding of the sexual lives of people with disabilities. Specifically, she has assisted with increasing 
appropriate educational and clinical services available to people with disabilities seeking knowledge about ways of 

enhancing their sexual satisfaction.  
Presenter – Dr. Linda Mona 

Shepherd 
Union 
Ballroom 
C 

 Ruby A. Licona Speaking in the Context of Disabilities: Toward More Inclusive Communication Practices 
Dr. Scott Gust will present how the contexts of education, teacher-student relationships and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act shape the communication needs of people with invisible disabilities. 

Presenter – Dr. Scott Gust, Associate Prof. of Communication @ Westminster College 

Shepherd  
Union 
Room 305 

 Roxanne Balay 
Holbrook 

Accessing Utah Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
Utah’s Vocational Rehabilitations Program provides services to eligible individuals with disabilities who want to 

engage in employment and increase their independence.  VR Counselor Marnie Jeffries will share strategies for 
accessing VR services – specifically best practices for working with a VR counselor. 

Presenter, Marnie Jeffries, Counselor, Ogden Vocational Rehabilitation Office 

Shepherd 
Union  
Room 316 

 Dr. Jodie Benabe Mood Disorders as Invisible Disabilities: Coping Well on Campus and at Home 
Mood disorders, though often invisible to others, can create significant challenges for individuals, their loved ones, 

and the campus community. In this session, panelists will outline the symptoms of several disorders, including 
Major Depressive Disorder, Generalized Anxiety Disorder, Bipolar Disorder, and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, as 

well as common treatment approaches. The roles of loved ones and the academic community in supporting 

individuals with mood disorders will also be discussed. 
Presenters:  Jodie Benabe, Psy.D., WSU Counseling & Psychological Services 

Angela McLean, Disability Specialist @ WSU Services for Students with Disabilities 
Margaret Jackson, National Alliance on Mental Illness, Suicide Survivor Advisory Board & Weber Coalition  

Shepherd 
Union  
Room 321 

 Melina Alexander Academic Achievement & Traumatic Brain Injury: A Panel Discussion 
This session concerns itself with recent research, discussion and personal experiences regarding concussion and 
other traumatic brain injury for athletes and their impact on academic goals and life adjustment.   Whether in 

service in US armed forces or amateur or professional competitive sports, the increased focus on traumatic brain 
injury has brought forward cause for critical concern.  This panel will address where we are, what we can expect 

and where we need to move to next. 

Presenters - Dr. Jordan Hamson Utley, WSU Assistant Professor of HPHP & Athletic Training Program Director 
                  Dr. Rod Hansen, WSU Assistant Professor of Nutrition  

                  Dr. Matt Schmolesky, WSU Assistant Professor of Psychology 
                  Charles D. Chandler, US Army, (Retired), M’Ed, M.S., Coordinator, WSU Veteran Services 

                  Dennis Ray, M.A. Ed. 

Shepherd 
Union 
Ballroom 
B 

 Sandra Powell Helping Companies Hire People with Disabilities 
Utah Business Employers Team (UBET), a part of the Weber chamber of Commerce, has a program to work with 

employers who are thinking of hiring people with disabilities.  They will talk about the tools and programs that they 
have to help employers. Benefits as well as costs will be discussed with emphasis on reasonableness of 

accommodation. Tax credits and other tax related information will also be discussed. 

Presenters - Mike Taylor, UBET Chairman mke@mataylor.com  
          Dave Hardman, President/CEO of the Ogden-Weber Chamber of Commerce 

          Leslee Hintze, Director of the Governor’s Committee on Employment of Persons with Disabilities 

Shepherd 
Union 
Room 312 

 

mailto:mke@mataylor.com

