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RECENT EXCAVATIONS AT TRAPPER CLIFF 
SHELTER, CASSIA COUNTY, 

SOUTHCENTRAL IDAHO

large amounts of lithic tool production debris, 
fresh water mussel shells, and processed animal 
bones.  This excavation trench extended from 
the base of the cliff directly south out onto the 
lip of the living area which had been truncated 
by road construction many years ago.  

All soils were removed by hand-held tools such 
as trowels, brushes and dust pans; and all soils 
were sifted through 1/8 inch mesh screens, thus 
allowing us to recover most artifacts and food 
debris. 

Our crew consisted of six students, myself, and 
several professional volunteers, all of whom 
made substantial contributions to the project 
and helped to carefully excavate a relatively 
large amount of soil over the course of four 
weeks.  Upon completing the 1 x 8 meter trench, 
we determined that artifact-bearing soils in this
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During the summer of 2006, the 
Weber State University 
Archaeological Field School began a 
multiple-year investigation of a 
prehistoric rockshelter located on the 
eastern flank of the Cassia 
Mountains (a.k.a. the South Hills) in 
southcentral Idaho.  This project will 
facilitate student learning, faculty 
research, and federal cultural 
resource management and interpretation, and is 
being conducted under a Cooperative Agreement 
between Weber State University and the USDA 
Forest Service.  The site occurs on public lands 
administered by the Minidoka Ranger District of the 
Sawtooth National Forest, and was seasonally 
occupied by local Native American peoples since at 
least A.D. 100.  It lies along the south-facing base 
of a large ash-flow tuff outcrop that was formed 
during a late Miocene volcanic event in the middle 
Snake River region some 10 million years ago.  
Although this location was first documented by 
professional archaeologists in 1959, it had never 
been formally excavated until now.  Luckily, illegal 
digging of site soils by untrained individuals has 
been minimal and the site’s archaeological deposits 
are largely intact. 

In order to establish a basic understanding of the 
role that Trapper Cliff Shelter played within the 
local prehistoric settlement and subsistence system, 
the 2006 investigation sought to recover data that 
would address several basic research topics such as 
site chronology, season(s) of occupation,  
subsistence focus, site function, and site formation 
processes.  The initial excavation area consisted of 
a 1 meter wide x 6 meters long trench consisting of 
three contiguous 1 x 2 meter pits in the middle of 
the main shelter area, which contained relatively
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