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WSU Strings Project

Carrie Maxson, the Project’s Master Teacher is the 
instrumental director at Ben Lomond High School.  A 
graduate in Music Education from WSU, Carrie is currently 
completing her Master’s Degree in Education with a music 
emphasis.  She serves as the assistant conductor of the 
Weber State Symphony Orchestra.  Michael Palumbo, the 
Project Director is the Chair of the Department of 
Performing Arts, and is the Director of Orchestral Studies 
and Professor of Viola at WSU.

Primary goals of the WSU String Project include the 
following:
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The Weber State University String 
Project is one of 25 String Projects 
that make up the National String 
Project Consortium.  The Project, 
funded with a contract through OSP,  
was begun as a method to develop 
string music education beginning in 
the third through fifth grades in the 
public schools and continuing into 
the upper grades as the children
become more proficient.  Students attend classes at 
WSU for two hours a week and perform a public concert 
at the end of each semester.   WSU string music 
education students teach these students. Each semester 
a new beginning class is started and the older, more 
advanced students continue into more sophisticated 
instruction.  This program is tied in with the large WSU 
Summer Strings program that meets at WSU.  Last year 
junior and senior youth orchestras were added to the 
Project to allow access to the program for students who 
did not begin their string instruction in the String Project.  
In order to assure that the Project is not competing with 
any existing public school programs all students that 
participate in the Project are required to participate in 
the string programs in their schools provided such 
programs are available.

The students rent or buy instruments from local music 
merchants.  The Project is currently trying to raise 
money to purchase small string basses for students to 
rent since these instruments are generally not available 
for rent from local merchants.

In addition to providing children with string instrument 
instruction the program is designed to employ string 
music education majors to encourage them to become 
public school teachers and help alleviate the nationwide 
shortage of teachers.  There are currently over 150 
students in the program, with 9 university students 
serving as teachers.  A Master Teacher and the Project 
Director supervise the student teachers. 


