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Weber State University (WSU), in
partnership with local school
districts, seeks to strengthen Utah
communities’ engagement in the
humanities with folklore presented
through oral history. The WSU
Storytelling Festival is devoted to the
presentation, preservation, and
interpretation of memories and oral
traditions. The Festival serves a

< ale >

ece

a Time

TS

which people gain a greater appreciation of both our
commonalities and differences.

WSU draws from national and regional participants. The
Festival, now in its eleventh year, typically enjoys a mix
of cultures: Native Americans, Hispanic Americans, Black
Americans, and Anglo Americans. The melding of these
histories defines the context for Utah’s social and
political posture today. Furthermore, as participants
gain information about the motivations of Utah ’s
communities, understanding of the complex processes
of societal development creates a more united
community. Oral history, or storytelling, merges past
and present into the answers to historical questions.
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Funding Opportunities

Funding opportunities are available! Click on
the link to see current opportunities:
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The WSU Storytelling Festival is unique in that it is the
only one in the nation sponsored by a university in
partnership with local school districts, and serving a large
community. A conference format of concurrent sessions
over a three-day period allows listeners to select from a
variety of storytelling genres. Workshops on the art of
storytelling provide teachers from sponsoring school
districts, students, and other interested adults opportunity
to enhance storytelling proficiency and strengthen literacy
skills.

The evening events include the Storytellers Dinner, a
sponsorship dinner, on Tuesday evening with public
events geared to families and listeners on Monday and
Wednesday evenings.

This year the national storytellers will include:
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