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“The True Wealth of Nations: Theodore Roosevelt and the 
American Conservation Ethic” 

This election year, like so many others, brings up the name of Theodore Roosevelt as a model 
of presidential leadership on environmental matters. But it's not always clear today what 
Roosevelt stood for or accomplished and how he might serve as a model.  His legacy is great 
and profound, but also more complicated and disturbing than candidates or voters may realize.  
That legacy now raises many questions.  We need to understand this president's ideas on 
conservation better and ask whether they are still relevant today. 
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