CBR Course Development Worksheet

Brenda Marsteller Kowalewski
Community Involvement Center

Weber State University
bkowalewski@weber.edu
Course: ___________________________________________________________________

Semester to be taught: _______________________________________________________

ESTABLISHING LEARNING OBJECTIVES
· List your primary course objectives.

· What do you want your students to gain from the community-based research experience?

ESTABLISHING POSSIBLE CBR EXPERIENCES AND PARTNERS
· What types of research activities would be appropriate for your learning objectives (e.g. program evaluation research, oral histories, testing soil samples, etc.)?  Describe possible research activities through which students will learn and/or apply the course objectives, skills, and/or behaviors.

· Who are the possible community partners in need of the research activities listed above?  How might you find appropriate partners?

· How will you establish the research needs of the community organization?  

· How will you ensure a beneficial relationship between you, your students and the community organization?   (establishing who owns the data and what it can be utilized for beyond the organization’s needs, establishing expectations of both you and the community organization, etc.)

PREPARING YOUR STUDENTS for CBR
· How will you prepare your students for the CBR project?  List possible preparation assignments or activities (e.g. readings/presentations explaining the difference between CBR and traditional research, interviewing the community organization about their research needs, community partner presentations in class, library research, making sure students are certified to work with human subjects, etc.).
COURSE INTEGRATION
· Will CBR be required of all students, optional, extra credit, etc.?

· Can the project be completed in one semester or will it need to span semesters?  If it spans semesters, how will you sustain the project from one semester to the next?

· Do you need to consider working with another class in another discipline area to conduct the requested research from the community?  If so, which discipline?  Which faculty member in that department?  And what would this interdisciplinary experience look like for students?

· How many research projects will you take-on in this course?  In other words, will you have one research project for the class which is broken up into smaller research projects or projects from multiple community organizations?

· Is the project best for small groups of students, individuals, or the whole class?
· Are there a minimum number of hours students must contribute to the research for the organization? If so, how many and how will you track those hours?
· What course assignments, (readings, texts, guest speakers, writing assignments, etc.), will relate to the CBR experience?

· What will be the final outcome or research product (e.g. a report, paper, presentation, video, etc.)?  Is the community organization the only audience with whom the research findings will be shared?  How will the findings be shared with the community organization?

· How will you evaluate/assess/grade the CBR component (e.g. class participation, grades for each CBR related assignment, points for meeting specific tasks, etc.)?

THINGS THAT NEED TO HAPPEN AND WHEN
· What are your deadlines for: confirming their placement; filing their contract; reflective assignments (in-class and out-of-class); and turning in and/or completing hours?
	Action
	By When:

	Identifying community organizations with appropriate research needs for your course objectives.
	

	Identifying specific research objectives with the community organization(s).
	

	Establishing due dates for CBR assignments:

	     Assignment 1:  

	

	     Assignment 2:

	

	     Assignment 3:

	

	     Assignment 4:


	

	    Assignment 5:

	

	    Assignment 6:

	

	Re-writing your syllabus to include the CBR project.


	

	Getting IRB approval for the project.


	

	Preparing your students to engage in CBR:

	     Becoming familiar with the community organization.


	

	     Being certified to work with human subjects.


	

	     Other:


	

	     Other:


	

	Turning in and/or completing hours (if required)


	

	Reporting findings


	

	Other:

	

	Other:

	

	Other:
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