 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Land Use Planning Techniques and Practices (Geography 4410)
Dr. Bryan Dorsey

Office:  SS310
Phone: 626-6944    E-mail: bdorsey@weber.edu

Office hours: M, 12:30; T, Th, noon; or by appointment

Course Description/Objectives:  Land use planning skills may be beneficial to those pursuing a career in planning or related fields, or to those looking toward greater involvement in land use decisions in their community.  This course will provide basic planning skills including land use management, sustainable community development and some environmental planning.  Classes are structured to encourage as much student participation as possible, particularly when working on group planning projects.  This course provides an essential foundation for Advanced Planning Techniques (4420) offered during spring semester.  During both planning courses, students are engaged in community-based research and service-learning projects with local planning agencies or entities.  Projects are meant to benefit all participants (students and public partners). 
Text: The same text will be used Fall and Spring semester courses:

Platt, R. 2004.  Land Use and Society, revised edition.  Washington, D.C.: Island Press

On-line texts:  

Call, C. 2005.  A Utah Citizen’s Guide to Land Use Regulation.  Published by the State of Utah.
Go to www.utahlanduse.org  Scroll down to publications, then click on View the Full Text of the Citizen's Guide, or purchase hard copy for $15
Urban Planning Tools for Quality Growth

Go to www.envisionutah.org  Click on “toolboxes” scroll to bottom, click on “your community toolbox” open Electronic Copy of Envision Utah Toolbox

Other useful Websites: www.planning.org; www.nr.state.ut.us; www.governor.utah.gov/gopb (Utah Office of Planning and Budget)

Exams:  There will be 2 exams given during the course, one at mid-term and another during the final exam period.  The final exam will be comprehensive, but only to a limited extent, i.e., only 15-20 % of the exam will cover material prior to mid-term.  Both exams will consist of multiple choice, matching, true/false, short answer and/or essay questions.  Exam scores may be curved to reflect average class performance.  Exam content will focus primarily on material covered in class (including guest lectures, videos, etc.), though some questions will be generated from text readings.

Planning meeting reports:  You are asked to attend 2 public planning meetings early in the semester.  Following each meeting, submit a 2-3 page paper giving your reaction and thoughts on the meeting.  Do not simply describe what was covered in the meeting.  Rather, you should be writing a critical review of the meeting and decisions made at the meeting, i.e., did you agree/disagree with the decisions, explain why, why not.  Comment on both content and process of the meeting.

Group planning projects: You will select a team with whom you will be asked to work closely to develop a project report for a selected planning issue/problem in the region, e.g., transportation planning, community development, environmental impact, etc.  Team members will then be partnered with local planning agencies to work on current planning issues.  
Please note:  "Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in room 181 of the Student Service Center. SSD can also arrange to provide course materials (including this syllabus) in alternative formats if necessary."

Grading:  Grades will be based on exams, projects and their presentation.  So that you may keep track of your progress during the semester, the following point system will be used:

Exam 1 (Midterm):              
    75 pts  


90-100% = A- to A
Exam 2 (Final):

    75 pts.


80-90% = B- to B+  etc.
Group project:
 

  100 pts.


Two planning meeting reports:   50 pt.s (25 pt.s each)


Total points possible:

  300 pt.s

Please note:  In fairness to those who complete work on time, papers and projects turned in late will be penalized.

Tentative Class Schedule:
Please note: It is expected that you will have finished assigned readings before class so that you are prepared to discuss lecture topics.


Chapter outline notes/reading guide available on e-reserve.






Week:
Lecture Topics:

Readings:  LUS = Land Use and Society 






UCG = A Utah Citizen’s Guide to Land Use Regulation
1-2  Intro. concepts to land use planning
​

E-Reserve: "What Planners Do"









LUS Ch. 1
UCG Ch. 1
2-3
 Land resources; geography and law


LUS Ch. 2

3-5
 Brief history of land use, problems of sprawl
LUS Ch.s 3-6


 Begin group planning projects



 First planning meeting report due by Tuesday, Oct. 13





6-7  Individual property owners as planners

LUS Ch. 7
UCG Ch. 2

 Local gov. land use planning concepts

LUS Ch. 8

7
Balancing development & the environment:
     
 

UCG CH. 3


sustainable community planning


Envision Utah Tools for Growth


Midterm exam
8
Land use zoning and growth management

LUS Ch. 9

9-10  Constitutional & policy issues of planning

LUS Ch. 10

11
Creating sustainable communities continued

Envision Utah Tools for Growth


Second planning meeting report due by Tuesday, Nov. 17





12-13
Group project preparation


Project draft report due

14-15
Project presentations


All project reports are due at the beginning of the 1st day of presentations

Final Exam:   See final exam schedule
​
