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Course Objectives
             •           Introduce students to sociological research, its connection to theory, and the ethical issues involved in doing social research.
 

             •           Teach students through a community-based research project how to structure social research. Issues of research design, conceptualization, operationalization, measurement of concepts, sampling, data compilation, and data analysis will be explored.
 

             •           Provide students an opportunity to employ various modes of observation, such as, survey research, qualitative field research, content analysis, and experiments by conducting evaluation research for a community agency.
 

             •           Engage students in data analysis and hone their written and oral communication skills by providing them the opportunity to compile and present a report of their research findings to their peers and representatives from the community agency.
 

Required Texts:            Babbie, Earl. (2005). The Basics of Social Research, Third Edition. Wadsworth Publishing.
 

Kirkpatrick & Feeney. (2003). A Simple Guide to SPSS for Windows. Wadsworth Publishing.
                                       ASA Code of Ethics. American Sociological Association: Washington, D.C.
                                                                 http://asanet.org/page.ww?section=Ethics&name=Ethics
 

Other assigned readings/handouts.
                                                    Youth Impact Report
                                                    Evaluation Research Example – #22 Wysocki
Course Evaluations
             Evaluation of performance in this course will, in large part, be based on a research project (described in more detail below), as well as four tests, class attendance and participation, and a group evaluation rating. The tests are not cumulative. Each test addresses a specific set of chapters and readings (see course schedule below). Class attendance and participation are essential for successful performance in this course. And finally, the research project is a group project, therefore, each member of the group will have the opportunity to rate the performance of all group members according to the following criteria:
a) an above average contributor, driving force behind the project, 
b) an average contributor, or
c) below average, just doing enough to get by.
 

Youth Impact Project: Collecting, Compiling, and Analyzing Data from Experimental and Control Groups
             All assignments in this course are related to the Youth Impact project, a community based research project. Community based research is research that is driven by a community agency’s need for information. You and I provide the research skills to help the agency carry out that research. In this project, we are working with Youth Impact, a youth development program situated in downtown Ogden. You will be engaged in program evaluation research of the Youth Impact program. This research is valuable in that Youth Impact is interested in the effectiveness of their program and how it has influenced the lives of its participants in four program outcome areas: academic performance, social skills, emotional well-being, and behavior problems. Ultimately, the findings of this research will be used to improve or maintain the Youth Impact program in Ogden. 
             This research project employs a variety of research methods with an eye toward collecting data from the youth, their parents, their teachers, and their schools. The design of the project is quasi-experimental in that we will be collecting data about the Youth Impact participants (the experimental group) as well as collecting data about a group of youth in the Ogden City School district who are similar to the Youth Impact participants in terms of demographic characteristics (the control group). You are involved in the first wave of data collection for a twenty year study. Data collection instruments were constructed and pre-tested by methods students in previous semesters. You will be required to read their reports in order to know where your group needs to go with this project.
             Students will work in groups (estimated 5 groups total), each focusing on a particular piece of the overall Youth Impact research project (see individual project descriptions below). More specific details regarding the project will be given from both the instructor and representatives of Youth Impact.
             There are several written assignments that each group must turn in to me as they are working on their particular piece of the overall project. These assignments are designed to culminate in a final research report which will be distributed to both myself and Youth Impact (see descriptions of these in the Written Assignments section below).
Project “Task List” for each Group of Student Researchers:
 

Group 1: Assessing Academic Performance of Participants - Using Secondary Data - Grades
                          •           Read background literature and previous students’ report.
                          •           Use the already pre-determined sample of Youth Impact participants and their comparison group from the Ogden City School District.
                          •           Contact the schools in which our sample subjects are enrolled and obtain the academic records (current academic year report card or transcript).
                          •           Collect and analyze these data.
                          •           Create focus group interview questions.
                          •           Identify Youth Impact participants in our sample and run several focus groups to collect data regarding the participants’ perception of the program’s influence on their academic performance.
                          •           Analyze focus group data.
                          •           Create PowerPoint presentation for oral presentations to two audiences: 1)Youth Impact staff and board members; and 2)Peers at the Annual Department of Sociology & Anthropology Research Conference.
                          •           Write final report on findings.
Group 2: Assessing Academic Performance of Participants - Using Secondary Data - Attendance Records
                          •           Read background literature and previous students’ report.
                          •           Use the already pre-determined sample of Youth Impact participants and their comparison group from the Ogden City School District.
                          •           Contact the schools in which our sample subjects are enrolled and obtain the academic records (academic year to date attendance record).
                          •           Collect and analyze these data.
                          •           Create focus group interview questions.
                          •           Identify Youth Impact participants in our sample and run several focus groups to collect data regarding the participants’ perception of the program’s influence on their academic performance.
                          •           Analyze focus group data.
                          •           Create PowerPoint presentation for oral presentations to two audiences: 1)Youth Impact staff and board members; and 2)Peers at the Annual Department of Sociology & Anthropology Research Conference.
                          •           Write final report on findings.
 

Group 3: Assessing Academic Performance of Participants - Using Survey Data - Work/Study Skills
                          •           Read background literature and previous students’ report.
                          •           Review/revise teacher survey constructed by previous students.
                          •           Use the already pre-determined sample of Youth Impact participants and their comparison group from the Ogden City School District.
                          •           Identify the teachers to whom the survey needs to be administered.
                          •           Administer the survey.
                          •           Compile and analyze the data.
                          •           Identify work/study skills measures from the parent survey administered Fall 2005 semester and use these data in your analysis as well.
                          •           Create PowerPoint presentation for oral presentations to two audiences: 1)Youth Impact staff and board members; and 2)Peers at the Annual Department of Sociology & Anthropology Research Conference.
                          •           Write final report on findings.
 

Group 4: Assessing Social Skills - Using Teacher Surveys & Parent Surveys
                          •           Read background literature and previous students’ report.
                          •           Review/revise teacher survey constructed by previous students.
                          •           Use the already pre-determined sample of Youth Impact participants and their comparison group from the Ogden City School District.
                          •           Identify the teachers to whom the survey needs to be administered.
                          •           Administer the survey.
                          •           Compile and analyze the data.
                          •           Identify social skills measures from the parent survey administered Fall 2005 semester and use these data in your analysis as well.
                          •           Create PowerPoint presentation for oral presentations to two audiences: 1)Youth Impact staff and board members; and 2)Peers at the Annual Department of Sociology & Anthropology Research Conference.
                          •           Write final report on findings.    
             Group 5: Assessing the impact of the program from the perspective of program alumni
                          •           Read background literature and previous students’ report.
                          •           Work with Robb Hall, Youth Impact Program Director, to identify approximately 15 program alumni to be interviewed.
                          •           Create a set of interview questions and consent form for participants to sign.
                          •           Conduct the interviews.
                          •           Compile and analyze the data.
                          •           Create PowerPoint presentation for oral presentations to two audiences: 1)Youth Impact staff and board members; and 2)Peers at the Annual Department of Sociology & Anthropology Research Conference.
                          •           Write final report on findings.    
Non-written Assignments
All Groups involved in Youth Impact Research Project must complete the following:
             1. Human Subjects Review Assignment                                         Due by: January 26th 
On internet – all group members must complete and get the certificate for the group to acquire full credit for the assignment. More details forthcoming.
 

             2. Participant Observation at Youth Impact                                    Complete by: February 9th 
Everyone in the group is required to be involved in a minimum of 6 hours of participant observation. This activity needs to take place on at least three separate occasions (i.e. 2 hours each time would satisfy the requirement) rather than one 6 hour experience at Youth Impact.
 

Sign up as a volunteer in the program and go be a participant observer. Keep field notes of your experiences. These notes should be helpful to you when engaging in your specific piece of the overall project. Each group member must submit to me a copy of the sign-in sheet wherein volunteer hours are recorded. Submit these sheets at the end of the semester with the final paper.
 

             3. Participate in Data Collection                                        Complete by: March 21st 
Everyone in each group is required to participate in some form of data collection via focus groups, interviews, gathering academic records, and/or administering surveys. This will involve going to Youth Impact on several occasions to conduct interviews and/or focus groups. It may also involve contacting Ogden City Schools to acquire academic records of the participants in our sample. It could also involve administering surveys to teachers of the participants in our sample.
Written Assignments
The following is the list of assignments each group needs to complete over the course of the semester:
             1. Research Objectives                                                       Due: January 31st  
What exactly is your group going to study? Why is it worth studying? Does the proposed study have practical significance?
 

 

             2. Proposed Research Plan:                                                Due: February 9th 
(see Babbie pp. 115-116 for more specific description of each part of the research plan)
            I. Research Objectives
What is your group studying specifically and what is your research trying to accomplish?
II. Concepts
What concepts are important to this research? How is your group defining these concepts?
            III. Methods
                        A. Subjects for Study
Who is going to be studied in this research? How many? How are they being selected? Etc.
                        B. Data Collection Methods
Are you interviewing, administering a survey, using participant observation, using content analysis or some other method? What are the particulars of this methodology for this research? Why is this the most appropriate method for this research?
                        C. Measurement
How are you measuring those concepts you identified above? In other words, what questions are you asking in the interview, on the survey, or whatnot to operationalize the concepts?
            IV. Results
What analysis do you plan to use to come up with some findings from your data collection efforts?
            V. Conclusions
What major points will you be able to conclude from your findings? Go back to your objectives and you should come full circle here.
 

VI. Schedule
What is the time-line your group has set for itself to complete this project?
VII. Assignments
Who in the group is responsible for what part of the project?
 

             3. Data Collection Instruments & Consent Form                            Due: February 16th 
Your group may be responsible for reviewing and revising the data collection instruments created by Research Methods students in previous semesters or your group may be creating a new set of focus group or interview questions to be asked of the Youth Impact participants in our sample. These data collection instruments need to be approved by the IRB before your group employs them.
 

             4. Oral Presentations                                             Due: April 18th, 19th, and 27th  
Your group will present your research findings orally on three different occasions. On April 18th, your group will present to the class (a practice run for the second presentation). On Wednesday, April 19th, your group will present your findings at the Annual Department of Sociology & Anthropology Research Conference. And finally, on Thursday, April 27th, your group will present the research findings to Youth Impact administrators, staff, board members or others affiliated with the program with an interest in this research.
 

             5. Written Research Report (first draft)                                          Due: April 25th 
This is a first draft of your final written report. The outline of this report should look like the following:
                        I. Research Objectives
II. Brief Background on Youth Development Programs and Concepts
                        III. Methods
                                A. Subjects for Study
                                B. Data Collection Methods
                                C. Measurement
                        IV. Results
                                    V. Conclusions 
 

             6. Final Written Report                                         Due: May 4th 
This is the “clean” version of the first draft of the Written Research Report turned in to me on the 25th of April. Your group needs to submit 2 copies of this report – one for me and one for Youth Impact.
Grades
                          Test #1                                                                  20 points 
                          Test #2                                                                  30 points
                          Test #3                                                                  40 points
                          Test #4                                                                  15 points
 

Evaluation Research Project:
                               Non-written Assignments
                                       Human Subjects Review                          10 points 
                                       Participant Observation                           10 points
                                       Data Collection Experience                     10 points
                                Written Assignments
                                       Assignment 1 (Objectives)                       5 points
                                       Assignment 2 (Research Plan)                  10 points
                                       Assignment 3 (Survey)                             10 points
                                       Assignment 4 (1st Draft Report)               35 points
                                       Assignment 5 (Oral Presentations)           20 points
                                       Assignment 6 (Final Draft Report)           55 points
                                       Group Contribution Rating                       30 points
                ----------
        Total 300 points
                            The final grades will be determined as follows:
                                           270 - 300 = A- to A
                                           240 - 269 = B- to B+
                                           210 - 239 = C- to C+
                                           180 - 209 = D- to D+
                                           below 180 = F
Extra Credit
             There will be NO extra credit assignments in this class.
Note to Students with Special Needs:
             Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in room 181 of the Student Service Center. SSD can also arrange to provide course materials (including this syllabus) in alternative formats if necessary.


Course Schedule
(subject to change)
 

Tuesday, Jan 10-            Introduction: Theory, Research, and Ethical Issues
  Tuesday, Jan 17                         Reading: Chapters 1, 2 & 3 (Babbie), ASA Code of Ethics
Guest Lecturer from IRB
Human Subjects assignment
Consent Forms – examples 
 

Thursday, Jan 19            Youth Impact Project Orientation
                                                    Guest Presenter from Youth Impact
 

Tuesday, Jan 24             Evaluation Research: What is it and how does it relate to Youth Impact project?
                                                    Reading: Chapter 12 (Babbie)
                                                    Reading #22 from Wysocki – Handout
 

Jan 25 - 28       TEST #1
 

Thursday, Jan 26            Youth Impact Project: Assign Groups and Development of Research Objectives
 

Tuesday, Jan 31             Research Design
                                                    Reading: Chapter 4 (Babbie)
 

Thursday, Feb 2             Research Design of Youth Impact project
 

Tuesday, Feb 7              Conceptualization, Operationalization, and Measurement
                                                    Reading: Chapters 5 & 6 (Babbie)
                                                                    Youth Impact Report
 

Feb 8 - 11         TEST #2
 

Thursday, Feb 9             Types of Research Methods: Focus on Qualitative Methodologies
                                                    Reading: Chapters 9, 10, & 11 (Babbie)
Tuesday, Feb 14            Youth Impact Project: Group work on creating focus group and interview
  Thursday, Feb 16          questions. Group 3 get teacher survey out to appropriate teachers. 
 

Tuesday, Feb 21-           Research Methods other than Qualitative Field Work
   Thursday, Feb 23                      Reading: Chapters 9, 10, & 11
 

Tuesday, Feb 28-           Sampling
   Thursday, Mar 2                       Reading: Chapter 7 (Babbie)
 

Mar 3 - 10        TEST #3
Tuesday, Mar 7 -           Data Collection Time – conduct interviews, run focus groups, compile grades,
   Thursday, Mar 9          compile attendance data, etc.
Mar 13 - 17      Spring Break (an excellent time to continue with data collection)
 

Tuesday, Mar 21            Learning SPSS (meet in SSLab)
                                                    Reading/Reference: A Simple Guide to SPSS for Windows
 

Thursday, Mar 23-         Data Processing Issues (meet in SSLab)
  Thursday Mar 30                       Reading/Reference: A Simple Guide to SPSS for Windows
 

Tuesday, April 4            Analysis of Data (meet in SSLab)
   Tuesday, April 11                     Reading: Chapters 13 & 14 (Babbie)
                                                    Reference: A Simple Guide to SPSS for Windows
 

Thursday, April 13        Preparation for presentation – create power point presentation (meet in SSLab)
 

Tuesday, April 18          Oral Presentation of Findings to Class
Wednesday, April 19     Oral Presentation of Findings at Annual Department Research Conference
Thursday, April 20-       Alter power point presentation for Youth Impact audience
   Tuesday, April 25
 

Thursday, April 27        Presentation of Findings to Youth Impact (Oral Presentations)
 

May 1 - 4          TEST #4
 

Thursday, May 4            Final Written Report due (2 paper copies and an Electronic copy)
