Welcome to the Bachelor of Integrated Studies Program

The Bachelor of Integrated Studies (B.I.S.) is an interdisciplinary degree, which meets all the requirements of a Weber State University bachelor's degree.
Instead of choosing a major and a minor, B.I.S. students complete coursework related to three interdisciplinary areas of emphases and then integrate their three areas of emphases into a single capstone project, or senior thesis. The capstone project follows the format of a Master's thesis in that students work with a committee consisting of faculty representatives from each of their three emphasis areas in order to complete a capstone project that reflects scholarly knowledge development in each of the three chosen areas.  A final oral defense is held when the project is completed.

Upon request, any student who has completed, or who will complete a technical associate degree at Weber State University or another regionally accredited institution may request to have one of three emphasis areas waived and fulfill the requirements for the  bachelors of Integrated Studies degree by completing two areas of emphasis in addition to the technical associate degree. Requests will be reviewed by the director of the BIS program, and students will be expected to fulfill all other WSU and BIS program requirements.

The B.I.S. degree exemplifies the idea that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Here are some examples: One student combined coursework in physics, mathematics, and Spanish to create a project meant to facilitate physics education for Hispanic students. Another student combined coursework in Art, English, and Telecommunications/Business Ed (TBE) to create a magazine that celebrated the accomplishments of non-traditional female students at Weber State University. A third student combined coursework in zoology, psychology, and health promotion to complete a portfolio aimed at supporting future entrance into a master's degree program in physical therapy.

B.I.S. students creatively design their own degrees, selecting areas of emphases and capstone projects that will prepare them for graduate school or a particular career path. Completion of this degree requires independence, inventiveness, and ingenuity…and also a great deal of resolve. Completing a BIS degree is remarkable accomplishment!

I am here to advise, support, and encourage BIS students. I am never more than a phone call or e-mail message away. Student learning and success are my goals!

Dr. Kathleen Sitzman

BIS Coordinator

