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On StandardNET:

STAR PARKER: The 
Scripps Howard News Ser-
vice columnist writes that 
the conservative Republican 
opposition to presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney is just 
getting into full gear.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

There’s a disconnect between 
“economic growth” and 
“worker growth” in Amer-
ica.

For example, there’s been a fairly 
consistent movement forward in the 
economy the past few months. In 
fact, the economy grew at a rate of 3 
percent last quarter. Also, more than 
200,000 Americans — each month — 
has joined the workforce during the 
past three month.

Nevertheless, polls also show that 
most of us still think the economy 
stinks. A recent poll from the New 
York Times and CBS News reveals 
that 80 percent of us think that 
things are worse of now than they 
were four years ago. That’s an alarm-
ing indication of pessimism and dis-
satisfaction. 

Yet there’s an easy answer to the 
disconnect between provable eco-
nomic growth in the U.S. and stub-
born, widespread economic blues 
from most of us — the prosperity pie 
is offering smaller and smaller slices 
to Americans.

As former U.S. Secretary of La-
bor Robert Reich noted in a recent 
column, there are 6 million fewer 
Americans in the workforce than 
there were in 2007, when the eco-
nomic recession began. Some of this 
is due to innovation and development 
that is logged over time. 

It’s the nature of entrepreneurs to 
find ways to lower production costs, 
and by association, provide lower 
costs at the store.

Nevertheless, the loss of 6 million 
jobs puts fewer dollars into the wal-
lets and purses of Americans. It’s not 
a good thing for the middle class and 
poor Americans to not share in eco-
nomic growth. Fewer workers and 
fewer dollars in paychecks translate 
into lower savings and higher entitle-
ment costs deficits.

Despite the statistical “economic 
resurgence,” our leaders and busi-
nesses face a daunting challenge. 
It’s finding a way to teach 6 million-
plus Americans, many of which are 
middle aged, the skills necessary to 
survive in today’s changing economy.

A smaller slice of prosperity
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A few weeks ago, I found myself 
involved in a watercooler 
conversation about Mitt Romney. 

Although no one taking part in the 
conversation was a “friend of Mitt,” 
everyone had experienced one or two 
chance encounters with Romney. Based 
upon our shared experiences, we pondered 
the question of whether Romney’s income 
and blue-blood heritage would inhibit 
his ability to empathize with the average 
person.

For much of the country, Romney’s class 
and wealth constitute a clear 
impediment to his capacity 
to govern. In his recent book, 
“Coming Apart,” Charles 
Murray suggests that 
concerns about the ability of 
the upper class to govern are 
justified. Murray writes, “As 
the new upper class consists 
of people who were born into 
upper-middle-class families 
and have never lived outside 
the upper-middle-class 
bubble, the danger increases 
that the people who have so 
much influence on the course 
of the nation have little 
direct experience with the lives of ordinary 
Americans, and make their judgements 
about what’s good for other people based on 
their own highly atypical lives.”  

Many, if not most, Americans would 
agree with Murray. Americans want a 
president with some sense of the common 
person. This explains the preoccupation 
with the type of car Romney drives, how 
many houses he owns and whether he 
spends his weekends watching NASCAR 
races. 

Romney is not the only candidate to have 
his wealth and upbringing scrutinized. In 
his 1992 reelection campaign, George H. W. 
Bush expressed utter amazement at seeing 
a grocery store scanner for the first time. 
This incident was used by his opponents to 
portray Bush as hopelessly disconnected 
from the average person. John McCain 
suffered a minor setback in his 2008 bid to 
become president when he acknowledged 
that he didn’t know how many houses he 
owned.

Yet, this fixation upon finding a 
candidate with middle-class consumption 
habits isn’t consistent with historic 
assessments of presidential effectiveness. 
An examination of U.S. history reveals 
that many of the country’s most beloved 

and respected presidents have also been 
among the wealthiest. George Washington 
was the richest president with a net worth 
of more than half a billion in inflation-
adjusted dollars. Thomas Jefferson was the 
second wealthiest president and Theodore 
Roosevelt was the third. This means that 
of the four presidents honored on Mount 
Rushmore three were the wealthiest 
presidents in U.S. history. 

Others rounding out the list of the 10 
wealthiest presidents are Andrew Jackson, 
James Madison, Lyndon Johnson, Herbert 

Hoover, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, 
William Clinton, 
and John F. 
Kennedy. Hoover 
is the only one of 
these presidents 
widely considered 
to be an ineffective 
president. The 
majority of 
the wealthiest 
presidents 
regularly appear 
on lists of the best 
and most effective 
U.S. presidents. 

Moreover, these men didn’t make any 
attempt to hide their wealth. Jefferson 
constructed Monticello. FDR was often 
observed with a martini shaker, cigarette 
holder and other affectations of the rich. 
Kennedy spent many weekends at the 
family compound at Hyannis Port. 

If prior generations of voters had 
elected the presidential candidate who 
most closely resembled the typical 
American of the day, the nation would 
never have elected Washington, Jefferson, 
Madison, or any of the presidents named 
above. History suggests that today’s 
voters would be well served to look past a 
candidate’s consumption habits and focus 
upon the candidate’s knowledge of foreign 
affairs, monetary and fiscal policy, and 
environmental and immigration issues.

As an interesting footnote, Murray’s 
book contains a quiz called the Bubble Quiz 
designed to determine how in touch, or out 
of touch, the quiz taker is with the typical 
American. If you are interested in taking 
the quiz, you can simply type Charles 
Murray’s Bubble Quiz into a search engine, 
and you will find a version of the quiz 
online. 

Whether you agree with my viewpoint 
or not, the quiz is fun to take.

Looking for the NASCAR 
candidate

Editor,
We wish to express 

a heartfelt tribute and 
congratulations to the 
Syracuse Lady Titans for 
their success as the 2012 
state high school girls 
basketball champions, not 
only for this season, but for 
achieving a coveted record. 

For example, the last 
three years’ overall record 
has been 70 wins, one 
loss, including two state 
championships and a second-
in-state play last year, an 
amazing record that will be 
difficult to beat for years to 
come.

We recognize and 
compliment parents for 
their positive influence, 
support,  inspiration, and the 
leadership of great coaching 
staff with special recognition 
to head coach Rob Reisbeck. 
Those who insist on hard 
work, dedication, and 
focus on high scholastic 
achievements with a deep 
will to win (sometimes 
insisting on sacrificing other 
pleasures), succeed not only 
in sports but in achieving 
a better quality of life in 
general.

Coaches have the 
opportunity to influence 
players and help develop 
skills and God-given talents 
to become the best they can 
be in their performance 

on and off the court. These 
coaches may be their 
mentors forever.

We observed a well-
trained and disciplined team 
of humble young women who 
played very hard together 
as a team, always supporting 
each other unconditionally 
while maintaining good 
sportsmanship.

A great example occurred 
at one of the playoff games. 
We noticed that as one of our 
girls collided with a member 
of the other team, she got up 
and stopped to help the other 
player up. 

Some of these great 
superstars will be moving 
on with scholarships playing 
in bigger leagues, leaving 
behind very large tracks 
to follow; but with great 
coaching and enthusiasm 
from a new crop, we will 
look forward to watching big 
things to come. 

When the Lady Titans 
won the championship this 
year in the second half, it 
was very obvious that with 
the guidance and motivation 
of the coaches and their 
training and physical 
conditioning, it was as if they 
were saying “We will not be 
denied.” The final score was 
63-50. Titans, thanks for the 
memories.

John A. Flint
Syracuse

Syracuse Lady Titans achieved coveted record

Editor,
I attended a very 

impressive program 
presented by my 
granddaughter’s third-grade 
class at Uintah Elementary 
School. 

It was the students’ 
“wax museum” night and 
it highlighted more than 
100 youngsters regaled in 
costumes commemorating 
heros and heroines from 
the past. Each student had 
to select a noted historical 
figure, research that person, 
draw a picture representing 
that person and write a short 
bio-speech presenting the 
highlights of his or her life.

The costumes were 
outstanding, indicating much 
effort and coordination was 
put into the program by 
the students, their teachers 
and their parents. Available 
for inspection were Teddy 
Roosevelt, Abe Lincoln, Ben 
Franklin, Cleopatra, Betsy 
Ross, Einstein, King Tut, 
and many, many more. Even 
Elvis made an appearance 

(thank you ‘veddy’ much!).
Attendees were given a 

handful of gold coins (plastic, 
of course) and when one was 
dropped into the container 
beside each performer 
that boy or girl presented 
the short bio-speech which 
he or she had worked on 
so diligently to memorize 
during the week. These mini-
presentations were excellent 
and I learned some new 
things about history. What a 
fun way to learn!

The gymnasium was 
full of smiling parents and 
teachers as the costumed 
historical figures proudly 
presented their prepared 
speeches. The principal 
and teachers of Uintah 
Elementary are to be 
commended for a great 
parent-teacher-student 
evening, which was filled 
with enjoyment and 
togetherness. And, most 
impressive, I got a hug from 
Teddy Roosevelt!

Ron Rich
Syracuse

School’s ‘wax museum” taught kids, parents 

The March 12 news 
story, “Debt collection 
leads complaints,” referred 
to Harrison Regent, an 
independent retirement 
residence, as a nursing 
home. 

This is a serious error. 
It gives our families and 
friends the concern that 
we have suffered  a serious 
illness such as a stroke, 
incapacitating us.

To live here, one  must 
be able to come to meals in 
the lovely dining room. I am 
very old, without children, 
but in good health. Harrison 
Regent meets my needs. 

I no longer struggle to 
weed my yard and I receive 
three excellent meals a day 
and enjoy the company of 
friends.

Janet Shipton
Ogden

Harrison Regent is 
not a nursing home

Editor,
I am writing about the 

little girl who lost her life in 
a crosswalk (March 16, “Girl 
6 dies of injuries from SLC 
crosswalk crash”). 

This is also going to 
happen with school bus 
drivers. Too many people 
go around or drive past the 
bus drivers flashing lights or 
barriers. Every school bus 
driver can tell you about too 
many close calls.

Chris D. Jensen
Ogden

Passing stopped cars in 
crosswalk proves deadly


