
By LurLen A. Knight

Guest commentary

As a city councilman, 
I am aware of the 
struggles Syracuse 

has gone through.  I voted to 
change the city administrator 
to a city manager and move 
the CEO title from the mayor 
to the city manager.  

We now have 
a referendum 
vote coming up 
to decide the type 
of government 
Syracuse will 
have. Is it better to 
empower one man 
to make decisions?  
Understand that 
when a single person 
makes decisions, 
they are not made 
in public meetings 
— they may not even be 
announced or realized until 
the community faces the 
consequences.

Or, is it better for a 
governing body to discuss 
issues and have decisions 
made in public with minutes 
and a recording for citizens 
to review?

Which promotes open 
and honest government?  
Which promotes balance of 
powers?  Which promotes 
accountability?  Which 
promotes representation of 
all the people?  You need to 
decide and cast your vote 
Nov. 6.

Why was there a change 
in our government? Because 
of growth, a need developed 
to clarify and update our city 
ordinances. Two plans were 
submitted for consideration 
— one by the mayor and one 
by the council. The main 
differences in the two plans 
are that the mayor proposed 
the city manager be subject 
to control of the mayor in 
all aspects.  The council’s 
proposal was that the city 
manager be subject to the 
control of the governing body 
which includes the council 
and the mayor. Control by 

an individual rather than 
the governing body is an 
example of centralized 
power. This is really the main 
issue.

So what were the effects 
of the titles changes?

1. Clarification of the 
form of government.  Our 
ordinance didn’t state we had 
a six-member council form 

with one member of 
the council being the 
mayor.

2. Title change 
of “administrator” 
to “manager.”  
Under the mayor’s 
proposal, the 
manager answers 
only to the mayor.  
Under the council’s 
proposal, he answers 
to the governing 
body which includes 

the mayor.
3. “CEO” title was moved 

from the mayor to the 
city manager. No powers 
described in the mayoral 
ordinance were changed, 
only a title was moved.  You 
can examine the records 
by asking the city recorder 
or by going to www.
citizensforsyracuse.com 
where both proposals are 
posted.

4. Signing of contracts: 
The only difference between 
the proposal by the council 
and the mayor’s proposal is 
the mayor wants contract 
recommendations to be made 
to him only — the council to 
the governing body — again, 
centralized power.

5. Reporting to the 
governing body as a whole: 
Before the change the 
ordinance read, “The powers, 
duties, and functions of 
…city administrator shall 
be subject to the control of 
the governing body, but … 
shall report to the mayor. …” 
After the change it stated, 
“Manager shall report to the 
governing body…”

Why did the council move 
the CEO title? The mayor 
made many changes and 

decisions without following 
city or state ordinances.  
Some examples include:

• He negotiated changes 
in zoning ordinances without 
input from the planning 
commission. State law and 
city ordinance require 
a process of planning 
commission input, public 
hearings and a vote by the 
city council before any 
zoning changes can be made.

• He changed city 
ordinances. All city 
ordinances must be voted on 
by the council (park hours, 
boating on Jensen Pond, etc.).

• He rejected a contract 
bid for sprinkler work at 
Jensen Park. State code 
requires the city council 
to authorize and accept or 
reject bids.

• He transferred more 
than $1 million from the city 
utility fund to the capital 
projects fund, twice. State 
code requires any transfer of 
the public’s money from the 
utility fund to another fund 
to be preceded by a public 
hearing.  The money can be 
set up as a loan, but the city 
council must do this.

• He hired a contractor to 
do the landscaping at Jensen 
Park. State code requires 
all work that is estimated to 
exceed $136,000 be bid out.  
This is to prevent someone 
from funneling contract work 
to their friends. It levels the 
field for all contractors to 
have access to government 
contracts.  It also produces 
the best price for a job.

Although the mayor had 
no authority to do the things 
listed above, he justified all of 
his actions by stating he had 
the title of CEO. This led to 
the title change made by the 
council.

What the council did was 
legal and right. Opponents 
will point to the fact that 
the council was taken to 
court and a judgment was 
issued. That judgment is 
a “temporary restraining 
order” stating that because 

of the petition, we had to 
go back until the change 
is ratified by the voters. If 
what the council had done 
was illegal, we would not be 
voting on its adoption.

I urge Syracuse citizens 
to vote for municipal 
Referendum No. 1 Nov. 6. 
Passing this referendum will 

give Syracuse a more open 
and honest government, 
and will balance the powers. 
Decisions will have to be 
made in open meetings that 
the public can attend and 
where records will be kept.
Why would our city want or 
need a government where 
one individual can make 

decisions behind closed doors 
without public awareness?

If you have any questions 
or would like to see actual 
documentation of the 
things I have stated, please 
contact me or go to www.
citizensforsyracuse.com.

Knight is a member of the 
Syracuse City Council.

What kind of government does Syracuse need?
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Knight

Recently, I was in a serving 
line at Your Community 
Connection’s annual 

fundraising event — Real Men Can 
Cook. For those who don’t know, 
YCC is a nonprofit organization 
that helps families dealing with 
domestic violence, sexual assault 
and homelessness. Each year, the 
YCC invites amateur cooks, along 
with culinary students and local 
restaurants, to prepare food for the 
fundraiser.

As I looked around the room 
observing the dozens of volunteers 
who had contributed to the successful 
event, my mind wandered. I started 
to think of Anita Roddick, who died 
three days before the event. Roddick 
had no direct connection to the YCC 
event, but she was connected in spirit 
to the mission of the YCC.

Roddick spent most of her life 
seeking to make the world a better 
place. She was especially passionate 
about charities that helped children 
and families. During her life, Roddick 
built a fortune, which she used to 
support dozens of charities.

With no prior business experience, 
Roddick started a small cosmetics 
boutique in 1976 because she needed 
a way to make a living for her family.

The small shop, called The Body 
Shop, grew into 2,045 stores around 
the world. In the mid-1990s, The 
Body Shop was sold to a French 
conglomerate for more than $1 billion.

In 1995, Roddick set an ambitious 
goal. She set out to give away all her 
money before she died. In interviews, 
she was quoted as saying, “I don’t 
want to die rich.”

She founded Children on the Edge, 
an organization that helps children 
victimized by war or natural disaster 
rebuild their lives in child-friendly 
centers. Another of her favorite 
charities was Body and Soul, which 
helps children, teenagers and families 
living with or affected by HIV. 
Although most Utahns are unfamiliar 
with Roddick, they can appreciate the 
rewards that come from charitable 
giving because Utah citizens are 
especially generous. The Center on 
Wealth and Philanthropy ranks each 
state on the amount of charitable 
giving. In terms of charitable 
contribution per household, Utah 
ranks No. 1, with the average Utah 

household giving $3,405. This amount 
is nearly twice the national average.

Utah’s high rate of philanthropy is 
frequently attributed to the fact that 
many Utahns are members of the 
LDS religion, and their church tithes 
are considered charitable donations. 
While Utahns’ religious donations are 
certainly significant, there are other 
factors that contribute to the fact 
that Utah leads all states in charitable 
donations.

One often overlooked factor 
is that on a per capita basis Utah 
ranks above most states in terms 
of the number of millionaires and 
billionaires living in the state. As an 
example, Utah has almost three times 
the number of billionaires per capita 
as the neighboring state of Arizona. In 
the rankings, the charitable donations 
made by Utah’s wealthy boost the 
state’s overall average. Consider that 
Jon Huntsman’s $125 million donation 
to the Huntsman Cancer Institute 
amounts to $162 per Utah household.

Finally, many Utahns give their 
time, talent and money to charitable 
endeavors. The YCC’s Real Men Can 
Cook fundraising event is a good 
example.

You can probably think of your 
own. If you are inclined to help a 
charity and have some fun while 
doing so, you will have plenty of 
opportunities in the coming weeks.

On Oct. 6, the Family Support 
Center of Ogden is hosting an 

Oktoberfest fundraiser at the Kemp 
Jetway Center. The event will 
showcase many of Utah’s best micro- 
breweries.

The Ogden Schools Foundation 
will bring Poet Laureate Billy 
Collins to the Eccles Conference 
Center on Nov. 8. Collins will make 
a presentation prior to dinner 
and conclude the evening with a 

book signing. November 
marks the beginning of 
the holiday season and 
brings ample opportunities 
to help others. Dozens of 
community agencies will use 
Thanksgiving as an occasion 
to provide meals and gather 
food. One of my favorites 
is the five-mile charity 
run at the Ogden Regional 
Medical Center. The price for 
registration is a food donation 
for St. Anne’s Center. The 
run helps a good cause, and 
it is a great way to burn 
some calories before your 
Thanksgiving meal.

During the Christmas 
season, many individuals 
work with “Toys for Tots” and 
“Sub for Santa” programs. 
Despite the fact that these 
programs are well publicized, 
each year I hear that the 
number of families needing 
help exceeds those making 
donations. A good holiday 

resolution is to purchase fewer gifts 
for those who neither need nor want 
them, and give a little more to folks 
in need.

Few of us will ever be in a position 
to give millions to charity. But, you 
don’t need to give millions to make an 
important contribution. You will find 
plenty of evidence to support this fact 
in the Top of Utah.

Thinking about charity and charitable Utahns
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