
Forget the war in Iraq, the war 
on terror, or any other war 
against which Connecticut 

citizens are said to have voted by 
defeating Joe Lieberman and nomi-
nating Ned Lamont for the U.S. 
Senate.

The operative war for Ameri-
can citizens is something closer 
to home — a war of independence 
from the bickering partisans who 
have made political life in America 
a childish and tedious exercise.

Democrats aren’t wrong when 
they say that the Lamont victory 
was a defining moment. It defined 
the Democratic Party as a vigorous, 
motivated, organized force that is ... 
completely out of touch with main-
stream America.

Don’t get me wrong. Lamont is 
a perfectly respectable candidate 
— well-spoken, attractive, gracious 
and rich. What’s not to like? And 
millions of Americans of every po-
litical stripe are disgusted with the 
Bush administration’s handling of 
the Iraq War.

But what happened in Connecti-
cut allowed the rest of the country 
a close glimpse of what the Demo-
cratic Party has become — a ruth-
less machine of the far left, fueled 
by left-wing blogs and personified 
by the stubbornly adolescent Mi-
chael Moore.

Their triumph in bringing down 
Lieberman may prove to be their 
undoing in November, as well as 
in the 2008 presidential election. 
Here’s why: Americans may not 
like the war, or the deficit, or the 
Bush administration’s immigration 
stance, or pick-your-grievance. We 
enjoy a surfeit of issues to divide 
us. But Americans also share a 
reflexive resistance to Stalinist 
tactics.

What else can one call the mes-
sage now being telegraphed to 
Democratic leaders? You either 
stand with us against the war in 
Iraq, or we take you down. The 
morning after Lamont’s victory, for 
instance, Moore posted a note on 
his Web site to Democratic candi-
dates that is a threat without the 
veil.

He specifically targeted Hill-
ary Clinton, John Kerry and John 
Edwards, all likely presidential 
candidates in ’08.

Noting that nearly every Demo-
crat planning to run for president 
had voted for or supported the war, 
Moore said, “We are going to make 
sure they pay for that mistake. Pay-
back time started last night.” Even 
though both Kerry and Edwards 
have changed their minds and are 
now anti-war, that’s too late for 
Moore, who wrote: “Their massive 
error in judgment is, sadly, proof 
that they are not fit for the job. 
They sided with Bush, and for that, 
they may never enter the promised 
land.”

To Clinton, he spoke directly: 
“I’m here to tell you that you will 
never make it through the Demo-
cratic primaries unless you start 
now by strongly opposing the war. 
It is your only hope.” As for the 
rest, “To every Democratic Senator 
and Congressman who continues 

to back Bush’s War, allow me to in-
form you that your days in elective 
office are now numbered. Myself 
and tens of millions of citizens 
are going to work hard to actively 
remove you from any position of 
power.”

Moore’s manifesto, through 
which he may have lost a few gram-
marians, is straight out of Stalin’s 
playbook under ‘P’ for purge. Like 
Stalin, the operatives who ousted 
Lieberman are determined to re-
move dissidents from The Party.

Clinton, among others, snapped 
to. Looking grim before TV camer-
as, she vowed her allegiance to the 
party, promising to support Lamont 
in the general election against 
Lieberman, who is running as an 
independent. And though Clinton 
has resisted calls for a timetable 
to withdraw troops from Iraq, she 
recently hammered Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld in an ap-
parent attempt to distance herself 
from the administration.

Kerry and Edwards similarly 
have reiterated their party alle-
giance.

Genuflection noted.
Flash to Connecticut immedi-

ately after the count, and Lamont’s 
victory photo tells the rest of the 
story. There they were, those two 
perennial groupies to irrelevancy, 
the twin reverends Sharpton and 
Jackson. Heaven forbid a Demo-
crat should give an acceptance 
speech without their pandered 
presence.

Lieberman — admired by cen-
trists and conservatives — prom-
ises to stay his own course as a non-
partisan independent. His decision 
may be viewed as a blasphemous, 
punishable offense by the MoveOn/
Moore wing of his party, but he’s 

hitting a note that rings true for the 
times.

The extremes of both parties 
— whether the Michael Moore left 
or Pat Robertson right — have had 
their day, and most sensible Ameri-
cans have had enough of both. The 
independent candidate, who puts 
state and country above party, may 

be the right candidate in this cli-
mate, while the Democratic Party 
— now fully revealed as a radical, 
anti-war, far-left party — may have 
written its own suicide note.

Working title: “When Hari Met 
Kari.”

Parker’s e-mail address is 
kparker@kparker.com.

Joe Lieberman’s war of independence

Well, that was close.
Wednesday morn-

ing, I flew home out 
of London’s Heathrow airport. 
Thursday morning, British 
authorities announced they 
had broken up a terrorist plot 
to blow up U.S.-bound flights 
out of Heathrow using bombs 
in carry-on bags.

Needless to say, I am hap-
pier than usual to be home.

The word from London as 
this is written is that passen-
gers leaving Heathrow should 
expect long delays and re-
strictions on carry-on luggage 
so stringent that not even 
iPods and paperbacks will get 
by. Those few items that are 
allowed through — glasses, 
medicines, passports — will 
have to be carried in see-
though packaging.

This will, of course, re-
quire major adjustments 
for travelers, especially as 
compared with how easily I 
got through security before 
Thursday. Let them X-ray 
your bag and feel you up, 
and you were ready to fly. No 
need to even take off your 
shoes as in the United States.

Not that I would hold up 
U.S. airport security as a 
model. No one could do that 
who remembered the spate 

of incidents a few years ago 
showing that our security 
leaks like a sieve. Between 
them, travelers who were 
simply careless and a college 
student, a team of journalists 
and some Transportation De-
partment officials who set out 
separately to test security, 
managed to get knives, box 
cutters, pepper spray and 
loaded semi-automatic pistols 
past the crackerjack women 
and men of the Transporta-
tion Security Administration. 
Indeed, the Transportation 
Department test found that 
screeners missed 30 percent 
of guns, 60 percent of simu-
lated explosives, 70 percent 
of knives.

That’s why I’m gratified to 
see the U.K. taking security 
more seriously. And why I 
wish the United States would 
do the same. Yes, the (tempo-
rary?) new procedures are an 
inconvenience. Yes, inconve-

nience is a four-letter word in 
this country.

But maybe it’s a word we 
should get used to. I don’t 
know how it is in the U.K., but 

here in the States, the archi-
tects of the “War on Terror” 
have been curiously unwill-
ing to ask sacrifices of us. Oh, 
they happily impose — and 

we meekly accept — all sorts 
of infringements upon our 
civil liberties based upon all 
sorts of spurious reasoning. 
But they seem loath to truly 
inconvenience us. We — and 
I include myself — remove 
our shoes and take our lap-
tops out of briefcases and 
whine about it as if we are 
rationing nylon or collecting 
scrap.

If, however, this war is, 
as advertised, a struggle 
of civilized people against 
a culture of barbarism and 
murder, perhaps we ought to, 
as a pragmatic necessity and 
a moral duty, be willing to 
accept some real aggravation 
in exchange for real security.

It is worth noting that El 
Al, the state airline of Israel, 
a nation that knows a little 
something about terrorism, 
backstops the TSA — i.e., 
does a secondary security 
screening — at four of the 
five U.S. airports from which 
it flies and has sought per-
mission to do so at the fifth. 
Shows you what they think of 
what passes for airport secu-
rity in this country.

Yet, when asked about 
adopting El Al’s methods in 
the United States — inten-
sive interrogation of each 

passenger, hand searches 
of every bag, air marshals 
on every flight — an airline 
security expert told the New 
York Times in May that you 
couldn’t do that here because 
it would disrupt American air 
travel.

Hey, I don’t want to face 
an inquisition each time I 
fly. I don’t want to be stuck 
on a plane without my iPod 
and headphones, sitting next 
to some cranky toddler who 
has been denied his boo bear 
and pacifier. And if there are 
effective security measures 
short of that, I will gladly 
accept them. If, however, 
there aren’t, I will adapt. See, 
the one thing I “really” don’t 
want is to be blown to pieces 
in midair because somebody 
didn’t want to inconvenience 
me.

Getting killed is the big-
gest inconvenience of them 
all.

Pitts, winner of the 2004 
Pulitzer Prize for com-
mentary, is a columnist 
for the Miami Herald, 
1 Herald Plaza, Miami, 
Fla. 33132. Readers may 
write to him via e-mail at 
lpitts@miamiherald.com, or 
by calling toll-free at 1-888-
251-4407.

A little inconvenience for airline security is a fair trade
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American TV viewers have 
enjoyed a half-century love 
affair with quiz shows: “The 

$64,000 Question,” “Password,” 
“Jeopardy,” “Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire,” “Deal or No Deal.” It 
seems like at least one quiz show 
is always near the top of the TV 
ratings.

In the spirit of TV quiz shows, 
allow me to ask a couple of ques-
tions.

What Utah county recently had 
the highest closing price for newly 
constructed, single-family homes: 
a) Davis County b) Salt Lake County 
c) Utah County d) Weber County?

What Northern Utah county has 
average manufacturing wages sig-
nificantly above the state average: 
a) Davis County b) Morgan County 
c) Weber County d) all the counties 
were below the state average?

It may surprise you to learn the 
answer to both questions is Weber 
County.

This flies in the face of the com-
mon perception that the Ogden and 
Weber economies are lagging far 
behind other regions of the state. 
Yet, these are the facts.

A December 2005 study by 
the University of Utah Bureau of 
Economic and Business Research 
reported that the median price of 
new single-family homes in Weber 
County was more than $10,000 
above those in Salt Lake County, 
$30,000 higher than those in Davis 
County and $36,000 above those in 
Utah County.

A March 2006 publication by the 

Department of Workforce Services 
reported that average manufactur-
ing wages in Weber County were 
significantly above the state aver-
age. The same report found that 
manufacturing wages in Morgan 
County were very close to the 
state average, while those in Davis 
County were significantly below 
the state average.

The key to resolving the con-
tradiction between popular per-
ceptions and hard economic data 
requires digging a little deeper 
into the findings. Consider hous-
ing prices. The average price of 
new construction in Weber County 
is higher than Davis, Salt Lake 
and Utah counties. However, the 
average price of all homes sold in 
Weber County is lower. Higher-in-
come individuals are driving much 
of the new construction in Weber 
County, and the homes they are 
purchasing are among the best 
homes being built in the state. This 

explains the high value attached to 
new home sales in Weber County. 
Nevertheless, there is a large stock 
of older housing in Weber County. 
In particular, the center of Ogden 
is dotted with older homes in poor 
condition. This inventory of older 
housing drives down the aver-
age price of all housing in Weber 
County.

Now consider wages. Manu-
facturing wages, which tend to be 
higher than those in other sectors, 
are even higher in Weber County. 
Also, Weber County has created 
more manufacturing jobs per resi-
dent than Davis, Salt Lake or Utah 
counties. The high-wage manufac-
turing jobs in Weber County are 
provided by employers like Adam 
Aircraft, Albion Advanced Nutri-
tion, Autoliv, Barnes Aerospace, 
Fresenius, Goode Ski Technologies, 
Kimberly-Clark, Williams Interna-
tional and others. Together, Weber 
County manufacturers provide jobs 
for almost 14,000 employees.

Still, the average of all wages 
paid in Weber County is below the 
state average, and Weber County’s 
unemployment rate is above the 
state average. This is because 
much of the workforce in Weber 
County lacks the necessary skills 
for employment in the manufactur-
ing sector. If low-skilled individuals 
find employment, it is most likely 
to be in the service sector where 
wages are lower. Not coinciden-
tally, many of these individuals also 
live in dilapidated housing in inner-
city Ogden.

What this all means is that 
Weber County has a two-tiered 
economy. We have a lot of folks at 
the top of the economic pecking 
order; people living in the Top of 
Utah work in high-wage jobs and 
buy upscale homes being con-
structed in Weber County. The top 
of the economy in Weber County 
surpasses that of other regions in 
Utah.

Unfortunately, it is the bottom 
end of the economic order that 
tends to draw the most attention 
when people consider economic 
conditions in Ogden and Weber 
County.

Given the two-tiered nature of 
the Weber economy, what strate-
gies should guide future economic 
development efforts?

First, Weber County should 
build on its past success. This 
means creating even more high-
end manufacturing jobs. It involves 
fostering a business climate that 
rewards economic prosperity. It 
also means furnishing artistic, cul-
tural and recreational opportunities 
for present and future residents.

Second, efforts must be directed 
toward improving the prospects for 
those at the bottom of the econom-
ic ladder. It is ironic that Weber 
County has an unemployment rate 
above the state average, yet many 
of Weber’s manufacturers can-
not find enough skilled workers. 
The way to remedy the situation 
is through education. Fortunately, 
Ogden/Weber Applied Technology 
College and Weber State University 

provide Weber County the neces-
sary tools. However, it is essential 
to make sure that students are suc-
cessful in the secondary-school sys-
tem, so they can take advantage of 
the higher education opportunities 
in Weber County.

The third part of the strategy is 
critically important. Residents of 
Weber County need to spend more 
time promoting the positive and 
less time decrying the negative. 
I am pretty sure that residents in 
neighboring communities to the 
south could give you a long list of 
the economic problems in Ogden.

I will also bet that most folks 
living in the cities to the south are 
largely unaware of the economic 
success stories in Weber County. 
They probably don’t know that 
manufacturing wages in Weber 
County are significantly above 
the state average. They probably 
don’t know that Weber County has 
created more manufacturing jobs 
per resident than other counties in 
the state. They may not know that 
Weber County is home to some of 
the leading aerospace, composite, 
medical equipment and nutrition 
companies in the world.

Regrettably, one reason they 
don’t know is because the citizens 
of Weber County don’t tell them. It 
is time for that situation to change. 
Much like a correct response on 
a game show, sharing positive 
messages about Weber County’s 
economy can pay dividends. And 
the potential stakes far exceed any 
game show prize.

Weber County: A tale of two economies
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