
Last week, I noticed that 
local retailers were 
already placing “Back 

to School” advertising inserts 
in the Sunday newspaper. 
The ads had photos of 
smiling pre-teenagers with 
backpacks, notebooks, jeans 
and T-shirts. When I was a kid, 
the words “Back to School” 
didn’t make me smile. “Back 
to School” signaled that the 
end of summer was rapidly 
approaching.

Even as an adult, the 
summer season passes all too 
quickly. While there are still 
several weeks of summer 
remaining, it is appropriate 
to savor the things that make 
summers in Northern Utah 
particularly enjoyable. 

For me, outdoor concerts 
are one of the joys of summer. 
Some of my fondest summer 
memories are of times spent 
at outdoor concerts. So, I’m 
delighted that Northern Utah 
is fortunate to have several 
excellent venues for outdoor 
performances.

In downtown Ogden, the 
Ogden Amphitheater plays 
host to a eclectic mix of 

musical performances. The 
Ogden Nature Center has a 
summer concert series which 
is now in its second year. 
The Ed Kenley Centennial 
Amphitheater in Layton is the 
home for a summer concert 
series hosted by the Davis Arts 
Council.

All three venues are 
small and intimate settings 
which allow concert goers to 
bring their own chairs and 
blankets. If you aren’t inclined 
to pack your own seating, 
the Kenley Amphitheater 
rents lawn chairs and 
the Ogden Amphitheater 

provides hundreds 
of Adirondack chairs 
scattered on the grass. 
Regardless of your 
seating preference, 
every seat in these 
small venues provides 
a great view of the 
performers.

Each of these 
venues benefit from 
being situated at the 
base of the Wasatch 
mountains. Whether 
Mt. Ogden, Ben 
Lomond or Farmington 

Peak, the mountains provide 
a perfect vista for a summer 
concert.

It is interesting that this 
summer, which is the 40th 
anniversary of what has come 
to be known as the Summer 
of Love, a fair number of 
musicians who established 
their reputations in the late 
1960s are performing in these 
Northern Utah venues. 

A couple of weeks ago, 
John McEuen gave a great 
solo concert in the Ogden 
Amphitheater. McEuen is one 
of the founding members of 
the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, 

which released its first album 
in 1967.

In June, Greg Allman, 
along with several members of 
the original Allman Brothers 
Band, played at the Kenley 
Amphitheater. Allman played 
both old and new songs, 
including “Melissa,” which was 
written in 1967, and is the first 
song he ever wrote.

It is probably just a 
coincidence that performers 
who were starting their 
careers in the 1960s are 
visiting Northern Utah on 
the 40th anniversary of the 
Summer of Love. Nonetheless, 
for an aging baby boomer, 
these vintage performers 
make the summer concert 
season even more enjoyable. 
Even though these performers 
have been making music for 
four decades or longer, I get 
the sense that they still love to 
play music and are especially 
happy to perform  for any 
appreciative audience. 

But, I don’t want to leave 
you with the impression that 
the concert venues I have 
mentioned specialize in 1960s 
music. The Northern Utah 

concert series has scheduled 
a variety of jazz, Latin, folk, 
blues and country performers. 
Concert goers of any age 
should be able to find at least 
a few performances which 
match their musical tastes.

The fact that tickets are 
inexpensive (some concerts 
are even free) encourages 
people to experiment with 
music which may be new to 
them. It is not uncommon to 
see families at these concerts 
with one generation enjoying 
the music of another.

I have enjoyed many 
outdoor performances 
in Northern Utah, and I 
appreciate the time and effort 

that goes into these events. 
Northern Utah outdoor venues 
rely heavily on a staff of 
volunteers to organize summer 
concerts. These volunteers do 
everything from stage setup, 
to ticket taking, to lighting, to 
attending to the whims of the 
performers. They do a great 
job and deserve the thanks of 
the audience.

If you haven’t enjoyed 
a concert this season, the 
remaining weeks of summer 
are a perfect time to do 
so. Even though it seems 
there is no end in sight for  
temperatures close to 100 
degrees, summer will be gone 
before you know it.

Outdoor concerts are a cure for the summertime blues

By Mona Eltahawy

Special to The Washington Post

VELEN, Germany 
— If turning 40 isn’t 
challenging enough, 

try preparing for this 
milestone when you’re as old 
as one of the worst defeats 
Arab armies ever suffered at 
Israeli hands. Wars mark time 
and generations in the Middle 
East, so it’s difficult not to take 
the humiliation personally.

My birth at the end of July 
1967 makes me a child of 
the naksa, or setback, as the 
Arab defeat during the June 
1967 war is euphemistically 
known in Arabic. There was 
no Summer of Love for us 
in 1967. We Children of the 
Naksa were born not only on 
the cusp of loss but also of the 
kind of disillusionment that 
whets the appetite of religious 
zealots.

My parents’ generation 
grew up high on the Arab 
nationalism that Egyptian 
President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser brandished in the 
1950s. By 1967, humiliation 
was decisively stepping into 
pride’s large, empty shoes.

As the region marks the 
40th anniversary of the Arab-
Israeli war, it’s been a relief 
to be watching from another 
country, one where the stain 
of wars and defeat have 
marked several generations. 
But no relief or distance can 
silence this question: Is this 
what we fought all those wars 
with Israel for?

My country, Egypt, fought 
four wars against Israel 
between 1948, when the 
Jewish state was created, and 
1979, when Egypt became the 

first Arab country to sign a 
peace treaty with Israel. Two 
of my uncles were rocket 
engineers during the 1973 
war, the last conflict between 
the two countries.

Watching the Palestinians’ 
whiplash descent into civil 
war in Gaza this summer, 
it is difficult not to question 
the past. Israel’s occupation 
of Palestinian land has 
caused no end of misery, 
poverty and frustration for 
the Palestinians. It has even 
scarred the Israeli people’s 
conscience. But occupation 
doesn’t explain the reckless 
and often corrupt leadership 
that seems to be the curse of 
the Palestinians.

You might think society 
would have evolved 
differently in the two 
countries that have peace 
treaties with Israel — Egypt 
and Jordan — or that their 
treaties have rendered 
conflict out of the question. 
Think again.

Has Egypt or Jordan 
logged better records on 
human rights or political 
freedoms because of those 
treaties? Has development 
or progress taken the place 
of war? Ask the thousands 
of political prisoners and the 
silenced dissidents of both 
countries.

Egypt has been at peace 
with Israel for 28 years. For 
the past 25 years, we have had 
the same president, who has 
never visited Israel — just 
the tip of the iceberg known 
as the “cold peace” between 
the two countries, which 
Egyptian officials usually 
blame on negative public 
opinion of Israel’s occupation 

of Palestinian land.
We have subsumed so 

much into the Palestinian 
cause, channeling efforts 
that should have gone into 
development into a near 
obsession with Palestine, 
for little apparent good. 
Egypt boasts that it can talk 
to both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, but even that 
has done little for its influence 
in halting intra-Palestinian 
fighting in Gaza.

I visited Israel for the first 
time in September 1997. Soon 
after, I moved to Jerusalem as 
a correspondent for Reuters. 
I wanted to see things for 
myself and not have to rely on 
the “official” narrative given 
by our media.

To this day I remain under 
the suspicion of my country’s 
security services. When I 
returned to Egypt after my 
year in Israel, a state security 
officer — whose nom de 
guerre was Omar Sharif 
— held up a thick file that he 
said was full of orders to have 
me followed and my phone 
tapped.

My generation, sadly, 
might be lost to defeat and 
humiliation. If so, the best gift 
we can offer those coming 
behind us is clear advice: 
Don’t walk in our footsteps, 
and know that the best way 
you can help Palestinians is to 
help your own countries.

The Arab leaders of the 
1967 era are gone, replaced 
in Jordan and Syria by 
their sons; preparations 
for a similar handover are 
under way in Egypt. The 
Palestinians are led by 
the dangerously impotent 
combination of a weak 

president and a prime 
minister who is a religious 
zealot.

And still there is no 
Palestine.

Why has time stood still for 
the Arab world? The Syrian 
town of Quneitra is exactly as 
it was when it was destroyed 
after the 1967 war with Israel, 
untouched so that we never 
forget. Yet how many German 
cities, almost leveled during 
World War II, have been 
rebuilt and are thriving again?

The 1967 war was one 
of the many conflicts with 
Israel that bookend our ages. 
Looking around the Arab 
world today, we must ask: 
What were they all for? It’s 
time to move on.

Eltahawy is an Egyptian 
commentator.

What use were all the wars for the Arab world?
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Stop by any KeyBank branch, call 1.888.KEY4BIZ or visit key.com/smallbiz.
Also ask about our personal checking offers.

For your multifunction life.

Get a free 
multifunction
printer.1

Open a Key business checking account 
along with a business debit card and 
an approved business MasterCard®2

by September 21 to receive a 
complimentary Canon PIXMA MP530 
Office All-In-One Printer. 

Becoming a Key client opens your 
business to a wealth of resources that 
make a multitasker’s life easier – from 
payroll and credit card processing 
services to electronic deposit, leases 
and lines of credit.² 

Features of the Canon PIXMA 
MP530 Office All-In-One 
Printer include:

• Color printer 

• Scanner

• Color copier

• Fax

¹�Offer available to businesses without an existing Key business checking account as of July 22, 2007, who open a Key Business Free, Key Business
Reward, Key Business Money Market or Key Business Sweep checking account by September 21, 2007 with a Key Business Debit Card,
KeyMiles Debit Card or KeyMiles Preferred Debit Card and an approved KeyBank Small Business MasterCard credit card by October 26, 2007.
You will receive your printer by December 15, 2007. Limit one printer per business. Offer valid while supplies last. The value of the printer 
will be reported on Form 1099-INT. Accounts closed within 180 days of account opening will be charged a $25 early closure fee. Accounts
overdrawn or closed as of November 19, 2007 are not eligible for this offer. You must have a U.S. mailing address on October 26, 2007 to be
eligible for this offer. Employees of KeyBank, its affiliates and subsidiaries are not eligible for this offer. The printer model shipped may differ from
the printer model shown. Offer is subject to cancellation without notice, and cannot be combined with any other offer.

²�All credit products are subject to approval. Credit cards issued by Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. and are subject to credit approval.
Key Business Free Checking has no monthly maintenance service charge. Up to 200 combined transactions per month at no charge.
No minimum balance requirement. A minimum opening deposit of $250 is required. Other service charges may apply.
Canon & PIXMA are registered trademarks of Canon, Inc. in the United States and may be registered or trademarks in other countries.
©2007 KeyCorp KeyBank is Member FDIC

BAKER’S DIESEL
YOUR DIESEL IS OUR SPECIALTY

• FORD • DODGE • GM
• POWER UPGRADES • DIAGNOSTIC • REPAIR
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2518 S. 2050 W., Ogden
www.bakersdiesel.com

(801) 731-2921 • (800) 448-8677
Baker’s Diesel

Back Pain?
Davis & Weber County residents-

According to a recently released back pain 
relief report, most back pain sufferers have 
no idea how to eliminate their pain. Some 
use heat, others ice. From sleeping on the 
floor, to pillows underneath the legs, back 
pain relief techniques vary. But thanks to a 
free report, local back pain sufferers finally 
know exactly what to do. To get a copy of 
the free “Back Pain Relief Report”, call 
toll-free, 1-800-754-2013. (Toll-free, 24 

hour recorded message). Or go to 
www.utahdiscpainreport.com 

491042 7-1-07

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top	of	Utah	Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu
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