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Last week, I spent 
several hours 
driving around town 

trying to buy copies of the 
current issue of Outside 
Magazine. The August 
issue ranked the city of 
Ogden as the third-best 
city for those seeking 
an active and healthy 
lifestyle.

One aspect of my job 
is recruiting employees 
from out of state. I wanted 
to buy copies of the 
magazine to pass along 
to prospective employees. 
Apparently other people 
had similar ideas because 
copies of the magazine are 
hard to find.

When I finished my 
quest for copies of Outside 
magazine, I decided to 
spend a little time and see 
how much positive press 
Ogden had received in 
other national media over 
the course of the past few 
months. For my research, 
I used the subscription 
information service, 
Lexis/Nexis, which is 

much better for this sort 
of research than Google. I 
also limited my search to 
articles that appeared in 
2007 and 2008.

My research uncovered 
an abundance of articles 
in the national media 
touting Ogden as an 
outdoor recreation hotspot. 
Since 2007, The New York 
Times has published six 
articles praising Ogden’s 
ski resorts, back country 
skiing and rock climbing. 
The Wall Street Journal 
also has featured Ogden as 

a recreational gem in 
two different articles.

Given what Ogden 
has to offer, I wasn’t 
surprised to see 
that our town was 
getting some much 
deserved national 
attention. However, 
I was a bit surprised 
by the sheer 
number of national 
articles featuring 
Ogden. I was also 
taken aback by the 
fact that Ogden is 

attracting a considerable 
amount of attention in the 
international press.

In a December 2007 
article, the Birmingham 
Evening Mail, one of the 
largest local newspapers 
in the United Kingdom, 
praised the skiing found 
at Powder Mountain and 
Snowbasin. 

The paper also 
complemented the 
availability of off-piste 
skiing. The British paper 
went on to say, “There is 
nightlife to rival anything 

that Europe has to offer, 
ranging from booming bars 
to five star restaurants.” As 
they might say in the U.K., 
the unqualified flattery of 
Top of Utah nightlife left 
me gobsmacked.

Indeed, the 
international press 
has been unexpectedly 
complementary of the 
music and arts scene 
in Ogden. The Times of 
London wrote of Ogden’s 
Peery’s Egyptian Theater 
in an article about Art 
Deco design and Egyptian 
motifs. The Toronto Star 
has written of Ogden as a 
host for the Sundance Film 
Festival.

The Dominion Post, a 
New Zealand newspaper 
located more than 7,000 
miles from Ogden, 
described the Junction City 
as having a “jumping party 
scene.” The article was 

especially complimentary 
of the Wine Cellar, which 
the paper described as “a 
funky blues place” with 
“the nicest atmosphere I’ve 
seen in a bar for years.”

In the past 20 months, 
dozens of articles in the 
national and international 
press have praised Ogden. 
This explains why you 
can’t spend a day skiing at 
Snowbasin without hearing 
at least a little French, 
German or Italian being 
spoken in the lift line.

I generally agree with 
the assessments of the 
national and international 
media. Ogden is a great 
place to live. 

As I read through the 
many articles praising 
Ogden, I found myself 
thinking of a lyric from a 
song by John Lennon. In 
the song, “Beautiful Boy,”

 Lennon sang, “Life is 

what happens to you while 
you’re busy making other 
plans.”

Many people in Ogden 
keep waiting for things 
to get really good. They 
seem to think that Ogden 
needs one or two or three 
remarkable projects to 
make the city a nice place 
to live.

It is necessary to make 
plans for the future. Yet, 
making plans shouldn’t 
prevent Ogden residents 
from enjoying what we 
already have.

Things in Ogden are 
pretty good right now. The 
national and international 
media have recognized that 
fact. Residents of Ogden 
need to take a moment 
to pause and enjoy the 
city’s many benefits that 
have resulted in the well-
deserved praise Ogden is 
receiving.

Pausing to consider how others see Junction City

A couple of front-page stories in 
Tuesday’s papers — one from the 
East Coast, the other from the West 

— frame a pretty effective portrait of these 
United States in this election year.

With unemployment climbing across 
the country, The New York Times reported 
that “for the first time since the women’s 
movement came to life, an economic 
recovery has come and gone, and the 
percentage of women at work has fallen, not 
risen, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports. 
Each of the seven previous recoveries since 
1960 ended with a greater percentage of 
women at work than when it began.”

Working women now earn a third of 
America’s total household income, and by 
and large, only those homes with a working 
wife have made real gains in their standard 
of living over the last eight years. Yet over 
that same period, the percentage of women 
employed outside the home has fallen to 
where it was 12 years ago. Meanwhile, the 
median hourly pay of women 25 to 48 years 
of age has fallen from $15.04 in 2004 to 
$14.84 last year.

This corrosive pattern holds true, 
according to the federal statistics, for all 
American women, regardless of education, 
race, ethnicity or marital or familial status.

In other words, things are tough all over, 
particularly if you’re a woman — unless, of 
course, you’re Candy Spelling.

As the Los Angeles Times’ Roger Vincent 
reported last week, television mogul Aaron 
Spelling’s widow has paid $47 million for 
a 16,500-square-foot, two-story penthouse 
condominium atop a new building going up 
in Los Angeles. The lower floor of the Widow 
Spelling’s new digs will include a living 
room, a dining room large enough to host a 
25-person dinner party and “staff quarters.” 
The upper story will include a 4,000-square-
foot master suite, massage and exercise 
rooms, a conservatory with rose garden and 
a pool.

Actually, Spelling is downsizing and will 
be practically camping out by comparison 
with the 123-room, 56,500-square-foot 
home — L.A.’s largest — that she and her 
husband built in the late 1980s. How she’ll 
get by without the gift-wrapping room or 
the doll museum is anybody’s guess. After 
all, even when you’re reducing your carbon 
footprint, you need a place for all those 
shoes. As Vincent wrote: “At a time when 
headlines are focusing on plummeting home 
prices, foreclosures and bad loans, the 
sale highlighted the vast differences in the 
region’s housing market.”

You bet it did, particularly when you 
consider a set of numbers that came out 
later in the day. DataQuick, which keeps 
reliable track of the California real estate 
market, reported that a record number of 
Los Angeles County households — 21,632 — 
defaulted on their mortgages in the second 

quarter of 
this year. 
That’s 
a 108.1 
percent 
jump over 
the same 
period last 
year and 
eclipses the 

record set in the first quarter of the 1996 
housing bust. To make a grim picture still 
darker, Los Angeles was one of the more 
fortunate California counties. Mortgage 
defaults increased 146.2 percent in Orange 
County, 129.9 percent in San Bernardino 
and 125.2 percent in Riverside. Things 
were even bleaker in Northern California, 
where mortgage defaults increased by 197.8 
percent in Sonoma County and 194.2 percent 
in Santa Clara County.

Now none of this is the Widow Spelling’s 
fault, and she hardly can be expected to stay 
put in a 16-bathroom mansion with nobody 
but “staff” for company if she doesn’t want 
to.

Taken together, though, the plight of 
working women and Spelling’s let-them-
eat-cake, $47 million extravagance point 
to the fact that, all but unnoticed, America 
has slipped into a new Gilded Age, with all 
the inequalities that historical appellation 
implies. From the late 1940s through 1978, 
the U.S. economy excelled at distributing 
opportunities. According to Census Bureau 
figures, median family income increased by 
more than 100 percent during that period. 
But it has grown by less than 25 percent in 
the 30 years since. It’s doubtful that even 
that anemic increase would have occurred 
if millions of women had not entered the 
workforce during those decades.

The census’ inflation-adjusted numbers 
show that a median American family made 
$61,000 in 2000 and, despite the economic 
expansion through most of the Bush 
administration, just $60,500 in 2007. That 
was the first time in history that the U.S. 
economy expanded without increasing 
ordinary families’ standard of living.

What did increase was the share of 
household wealth in the meticulously 
manicured hands of people like Spelling. 
Recent data suggest that the richest 1 
percent of U.S. households — those with 
annual incomes of $348,000 or more — now 
control 34.3 percent of the nation’s net 
worth, while the bottom 40 percent of 
households dispose of just 0.2 percent of 
America’s wealth.

What do you suppose the chances are 
of getting either John McCain or Barack 
Obama to hit this issue head on? They’re 
probably about the same as the odds that the 
Widow Spelling will end up sleeping in her 
car.

E-mail: timothy.rutten@latimes.com.

The real issue this election year
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"Pay full price...
are You kidding??? "

Why pay full price later when you can get a
Top-of-the-li ve air conditioner and furnace
now and save $1,400-$2,700?

If your air conditioner or furnac e are ten

I h J nmu �w'en !!runnmg - you re coo mg your ame on
borrowed time and paying up to 50%E

So, why wait to replace your system
at full price? Instea d, you can do us
both a HUGE lavor and replace it now,

I.877�WHIPPLE

helg us keep our guys bosy, pay mach less than list
price, cut your utility bills for this year and years ahead,
PLUS taka advantage of this end of the reason offer ;

a

 $1,400-$2,700 off the tegolat list price of a top quallty furnace and
air conditioner package.

 $0 down and 0 payments for 6 full months" (you don't need ta pay a penny until 2009).
 As mach as $300 in tebetes
 Unbelievably low monthty payments efter six months

The sate price and tebete alorre add up to savings of $1,7000 to $3,000. Plus you'll
probably save $50 - $150/monthty on utilities the rest of this year and thousands of
dollars in years to come. All totaled, that's a chunk of money - especially when
your air conditioner and furnace will soon need to be replaced anyway.

Cell today : Offer must end July Sist
Cell 444-FAST (444-3278) right now and mention the Standard Examiner
when making an appointment and get a FREE, no obligation, in-honve
Gomfort Analysis.
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INTRODUCING A BREAKTHROUGH
IN PERSONAL FINANCE

It's east' make 10 Visa® Check Card purchases ,
set up 1 ACH payment or Payroll depos it and
pay at Isri t 4 bills using Centen nial's free
online bill payment service each statement cycle
(monthly) and you will earn an Inoredible "400%
APY. There are no maintenance feel or hidden
servi ce charges , )ust great interest . Ask us about
additional benelits including three trea
bank-to-bank transfers per month

A,, .,u IAPY) pmdan ,,., _ r idI ,em.rdn ue III I q i m .,..[, ., ,e m,. u y.. d. s.1 .., a.e
aIi. a ndLL' a, aw an dar ll 11101111 Oka a.rs u.awut w mw ar me

rollmMtgmmM1T,APYfcelrea0be]une H, OWeF aNssv anableant eu%entm otlenge

4(C53. I lorroon 727 W. ISCM N. 1333 N.HII IIdd Rd.




