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JOHN M. CRISP: The 
Scripps Howard News Ser-
vice columnist writes that in 
the Republican presidential 
nomination race, it’s too early 
to count out Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry.
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Apparently it’s not just in-
vestments that shrink when 
bubbles burst.

Fewer dollars and more 
financial worries are causing a consis-
tent decline in U.S. 
birth rates. For 
the third consecu-
tive year, births in 
the United States 
declined. It’s no 
coincidence that 
2008 — when the 
decline started — 
was the year the financial bubble burst 
and threw the U.S., and much of the 
world, into a very severe recession.

The demographic that’s most af-
fected is young mothers, the ones 
likely to start families. It’s a clear in-
dication that shrinking wallets, along 
with financial stress, are causing some 
couples to delay having children.

What’s even more interesting is 
that U.S. births set a record in 2007, 
with more than 4.3 million, when the 
bubble was still expanding with over-
priced homes, derivatives and other 
investments. 

But in 2010, birth rates for teens 

continued to slide, dropping 9 per-
cent from 2009. Birth rates declined 
4 percent from 2009 among single 
moms, and for women ages 20 to 25, 
the rate dropped 6 percent.

Because of the re-
cession, the average 
number of children 
a woman in the U.S. 
can be expected to 
have, if the rates 
stay the same, is now 
1.9. Previously, the 
average number had 

been 2.1. An even steeper drop has 
occurred among Hispanic women, 
from almost 3 to 2.4 children on aver-
age.

We wonder if there’s a chance that 
the birth rate will stay below aver-
age even if paychecks increase. We 
may be entering an era when smaller 
families become more acceptable. 

Besides, if and when an economic 
recovery finally occurs, the long-
term debt and other financial insecu-
rities associated with entitlements, 
health care and a global economy 
may continue to be a drag on roman-
tic passion.

Financial birth control

It will take more upbeat 
economic news to get 

more parents in the mood 
to create babies. 

After Thanksgiving, I was searching 
for some gift ideas. A good friend 
who is an accomplished shopper 

suggested buying some gift cards from 
25th Street merchants. This led me to 
revisit a column I wrote four years ago 
encouraging Christmas 
shoppers to purchase 
a few of their gifts 
from local merchants. 
Given current economic 
conditions, I thought it 
would be a good time to 
revisit the topic. 

In my original 
column, I mentioned 
more than half a dozen 
Ogden merchants. 
I named both long-
established Ogden 
retailers and newly 
established firms. 
My hope was that, 
by putting in a 
plug for specific 
retailers, I would 
direct some 
business their 
way. In the course 
of rereading the 
piece, I discovered 
something 
interesting. All of the retailers mentioned 
in the original article are still in business 
four years later. 

In light of the struggling economy, this 
is a miraculous accomplishment. Based 
upon national patterns, approximately 
half of the new businesses and at least 
one of the established firms would have 
been expected to fail during the four-year 
period. The fact that none of the retailers 
failed suggests that Ogdenites are doing 
a tremendous job of supporting local 
businesses. 

Ogden residents should take pride in 
their support of local businesses. Why is 
buying locally something praise-worthy?

First, shopping at locally owned 
businesses rather than national chain 
stores means that more money stays in the 
community. 

Specifically, it has been estimated that 
73 percent of the dollars spent with local 
merchants stays with the local economy, 
while only 43 percent of the dollars 
spent with chain stores stays in the local 
economy.

In economic terms, this means that 
buying from local retailers not only helps 

the retail sector, but it also spills over to 
many other sectors of the economy.

Apart from the economic benefit, local 
businesses also shape the character of the 
community.

Several years ago, Utah’s public 
television station 
KUED produced a 
series of programs 
featuring interviews 
of Utah residents 
reminiscing about 
their home towns 
in the 1950s. The 
video, titled “Ogden 
in the ’50s,” was 
largely defined by 
recollections of 
the retailers found 
on 25th Street 
and Washington 

Boulevard. The 
fact that Ogden 
residents were 
more likely to 
remember local 
retailers than city 
elections or local 
political scandals 
demonstrates the 
degree to which 
local businesses 

define a community. 
Finally, it is worth noting that people 

are increasingly viewing shopping locally 
as the “green” way to shop because it 
reduces the impact on the environment. 
The Sierra Club has compiled a large list 
of reasons why shopping locally leaves 
a smaller footprint on the environment 
than shopping at national big-box stores. 
The cited benefits of local shopping 
range from walkable downtown areas to 
reducing the blight that occurs when big-
box stores are abandoned.

Despite the benefits of buying locally, 
it is unrealistic to expect a large number 
of consumers to completely avoid national 
retailers and online merchants. All but 
the most dedicated will find their way 
to Target or Walmart. A great many will 
purchase something online.

However, small steps do help Everyone 
should be able to purchase some 
Christmas gifts from local retailers. If 
nothing else, one can do as my friend 
suggested and purchase a gift card from 
a local merchant. Doing so will increase 
the likelihood that the Ogden retailers 
operating today will be here in the future.

Miracle on 25th Street

Michael
Vaughan
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

Everyone should be able to 

purchase some Christmas 

gifts from local retailers.

I am writing this in 
support of upholding the 
Hatch Act and firing Ogden 
Police Chief Jon Greiner 
(Dec. 14 editorial, “Greiner 
must go”). 

The Hatch Act clearly bars 
state and local government 
employees from running for 
public office, “even if their 
position is funded almost 
entirely with local funds.” 
This act is there to prohibit 
the misappropriation of 
federal funds being used at 
the local or state level. 

If people have been 
following Greiner and 
Mayor Matthew Godfrey, 
they are well aware that 
Greiner is breaking laws at 
the city level by rehiring 
retired police officers and 
allowing taxpayer dollars to 
fund their “double-dipping” 
retirement accounts as well 
as his own. Greiner has been 
able to allow this by holding 
two offices and breaking the 
law.

Since Greiner’s election 
in 2006, the Hatch Act has 
been in force, and Greiner 
is not abiding by it. Our 
country is worse off by the 
unrighteous ruling of people 
in power who cannot uphold 
the law and Constitution.  

This type of misuse of 
funds by Greiner to benefit 
certain individuals, in a 
secretive fashion so others 
don’t know, is exactly why 
we need the Hatch Act and 
why it came about in the 
first place. 

The fact that Greiner ran 
for public office to begin 
with, while holding position 
as chief of police, shows he 
does not uphold current law 
and apparently believes he 
is above the law. 

He hasn’t resigned 
because he believes 
Ogden city will continue to 
appoint him and pay him 
despite knowing of all this 
dishonesty and misuse of 
federal and state tax dollars 
for himself and his special 
handful of unlawful officers. 

Shame on this city and 
on Mayor Godfrey for not 
already firing him..

Mayor-elect Mike 
Caldwell, if you are reading 
this, I hope you do the right 
thing and let Greiner go. 
The city of Ogden does not 
need to lose money in federal 
grants to keep an unlawful 
and crooked chief around. He 
didn’t do that good of a job!

Christy Francis
South Ogden

Greiner seems to think he’s above the law

I have been following 
with interest Dr. Dewey 
MacKay’s story for a while 
now. It appears most of his 
patients were in need of his 
services for chronic pain 
control (Dec. 12, “MacKay 
helped many who had 
chronic pain”). 

Most chronic pain clinics 
will schedule an initial 
evaluation for 30 minutes. 
Subsequent face-to-face 
visits generally last 15 
minutes.

Doing the math, if the 
provider sees no new 
patients that day, then he/
she is safely able to see 32 
patients in one eight-hour 
day.

 It has been reported 
Dr. MacKay was seeing 
upwards of 120 patients in 
one day. This gave him four 
minutes to converse with 
each patient concerning 
their problems and 
concerns, do a physical 
examination, discuss 
his findings and his plan 
with his patient, write 
any prescriptions he felt 
necessary, and then chart 
all this information. 

If he worked 10 hours 

nonstop, that would give 
each patient a whole minute 
more, a total of five minutes 
of his time. 

A grueling 12-hour shift 
with no bathroom breaks 
and no meal-time increased 
his patients face-to-face 
time to six minutes, still 
less than half the time 
spent by practitioners at 
professional pain clinics. 

I cannot understand 
how anyone could think a 
doctor who spent just five 
minutes or less of his time 
with us could do a very 
good job evaluating our 
pain, monitoring our use 
of these potent narcotic 
medications, making sure 
we are getting the correct 
pain medications and in the 
right amounts in order to 
gain the most benefits with 
the least side effects. 

In the time it takes us to 
read the editorials in the 
Standard-Examiner, Dr. 
MacKay would be off to see 
another patient. 

Dr. MacKay truly is 
either “Superman” or the 
“Candyman.”

Cindy Haacke
Syracuse

MacKay visits with patients likely too speedy

I’ve finally had it with the 
big-box stores. 

We are seniors and can’t 
get around like we used to. 

It is a known fact that 
women shop more and take 
longer than men, so what do 
we have to do? 

Do we leave the men in 
the parking lots and hurry? 

“Misplaced males,” or 
“M and Ms,” as I call them, 
are on their own as to where 
they sit down if they get 
tired. 

There are three choices: 
try on shoes, go to the 
restroom or sit in a changing 
room. 

These aren’t very 
interesting places to wait for 
the Mrs.

Wouldn’t it make more 
sense to have a small area 
where the M and Ms could 
put up their feet, have a nice 
hot drink or soda and watch 
football, etc., on a TV? 

The Mrs. could slow down, 
the store would make more 
money, and everybody would 
be happy. 

Or, maybe we could just 
roll the windows in the car 
down a little more for the 
M and M as he watches the 
hours go by. We can’t do it 
anymore!

Merry Christmas to all 
you tired seniors.

Lois Larsen
North Ogden

 

Stores need waiting area 
for ‘misplaced males’


