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On StandardNET:

STAR PARKER: The 
Scripps Howard News Ser-
vice columnist lists the posi-
tives and negatives of Michael 
Steele continuing as the 
chairman of the Republican 
National Committee.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary
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We are pleased that the 
$1.2 trillion omnibus U.S. 
spending bill was scuttled 
by senators. 

After all, the bill was 
rushed and did include 
acres and acres of ear-
marks totaling several 
billion dollars. Packing 
the bill full of earmarks 
— and both parties did it 
— was another example 
of the perpetual tin ear 
that Congress uses to 
listen to the American 
people, who are tired of 
the practice, which too 
often involves costly 
perks to special inter-
ests or big businesses 
with deep pockets of future campaign 
cash.

As defenders of earmarks never fail 
to tell us, the amount is a mere trickle 
in the large bucket that is the U.S. 
economy. However, that’s not the point. 
People are tired of our government be-
ing run in ways that are ethically chal-
lenged when compared to how most 
Americans run their businesses and 
family budgets. Earmarks need to be 
voted on; just like any other proposed 
expenditure.

Having said all this, we take no 
pleasure in the preening of Republican 
senators taking credit for killing the 

omnibus bill. Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., was correct when 
he called some of his Republican col-

leagues “hypocrites” 
for huffing and 
puffing against the 
earmarks, many of 
which they request-
ed. It is hypocrisy to 
denounce sin, or any 
action perceived as 
wrong, while engag-
ing in same sin or 
action. (For a brief 
refresher on hypocri-
sy, one only needs to 
look back at speech-
es by former Rep. 
Newt Gingrich — 
noted womanizer — 

in the 1990s denouncing then-President 
Bill Clinton — noted womanizer — for 
dalliances with an intern.)

Despite the comedy, the earmarked-
omnibus is gone and by the time this 
editorial is read it’s likely Congress 
will have passed a continuing resolu-
tion to fund the U.S. government for a 
few months. Early next year, we will 
resume a serious debate between Re-
publicans and Democrats over how big 
the next omnibus spending bill should 
be. 

We await that debate, and hope it’s 
waged with more integrity than we 
saw last week.

The Senate’s omnibus comedy

People are tired of our 
government being run 
in ways that are ethi-
cally challenged when 
compared to how most 

Americans run their busi-
nesses and family bud-
gets. Earmarks need to 

be voted on; just like any 
other proposed expendi-

ture.

On Saturday, Dec. 4, I went to Snider’s 
Family Meats to purchase a few 
things for my weekend cooking. For 

more than a decade, Snider’s has been a 
frequent stop on my weekend errand route. 

When I stepped foot 
in the shop, I knew this 
visit would be different. 
Snider’s counters were 
almost empty. There 
were no other customers 
in the shop. I noticed 
a hand-lettered sign 
indicating the shop 
was closing. That day 
was Snider’s last day in 
business.

I asked one of the 
employees why the shop 
was closing. He said the 
recession had changed 
buying habits. For many 
people the type of food Snider’s sold was 
a luxury rather than a necessity. Business 
had dropped off, and the shop couldn’t 
justify staying open any 
longer. It was time to close.

Snider’s wasn’t the only 
local market to close its 
doors.  On Dec. 31, Dick’s 
Market will close. The 
Layton grocery market was 
a landmark in Northern 
Utah, having operated in the 
same location for over two 
decades under the names 
of  Tom’s, Dan’s Market, 
and most recently Dick’s 
Market.

In Ogden, the well-known 
restaurant Ye Lions Den 
closed a year ago. Having 
operated since 1964, Ye 
Lions Den was a favorite for 
many Ogdenites. For many years Ye Lions 
Den was a Standard-Examiner’s Readers 
Choice award winner. For several years, it 
won awards in multiple categories.

I don’t recall the first time I dined at Ye 
Lions Den, but I do remember the scones 
with raspberry butter. Many Ogdenites will 
miss both the restaurant and the scones.

In 2010, Hollywood Video closed all of 
its Ogden stores. One of these storefronts 
was located about a block north of Snider’s, 

and that venue was also a regular stop on 
my Saturday errand route. Since it closed, 
I still haven’t found a convenient locale to 
rent DVDs.

In 2008, the economy entered into one 
of the most significant 
downturns since the 
Great Depression. 
Given the magnitude 
of the recession, it was 
inevitable that some 
businesses wouldn’t 
survive. 

Still, there are 
obvious reasons to 
lament the closing of 
a business. Patrons 
will no longer enjoy 
the products and 
services offered by the 
business. Employees 
will be displaced, and 

with current economic conditions finding 
work won’t be easy. The community will 
lose the tax revenue that had been provided 

by the business.
To this list I would add one 

additional cause for regret. 
Even though new businesses 
will open when the economy 
turns around and consumers 
begin to spend, those new 
businesses may not bear a 
passing resemblance to those 
that were forced to close. 

Snider’s is more likely 
to be replaced by a meat 
counter in a discount store 
than a locally owned, family 
business. Hollywood Video 
will inevitably be replaced 
by downloaded videos from 
the internet, and there 
won’t be an opportunity to 

ask employees behind the counter what 
videos they would recommend. When an 
independent restaurant closes its doors, it 
is likely to be replaced by a national chain 
like Applebee’s, or Chili’s or Olive Garden.

Most of those reading this column have 
a favorite Ogden restaurant, grocery, or 
other business. You might consider making 
a special effort to give these businesses 
your patronage this holiday season. Doing 
so might keep them going through 2011.

In memoriam
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I read with interest the 
letter about Ogden city and 
its rules (Dec. 16, “Reader 
peeved about Ogden’s 
property rules”). 

I have also been down 
this road with the city. I 
do not understand why we 
pay thousands of dollars 
for those vacuum trucks, 
and the city supposedly 
won’t start using them until 
November. 

I have three trees that 
are completely bare by Nov. 
1. This year, due to health 
issues, we did not get the 
leaves bagged because they 
were wet and they were put 
in the road with the ones 
that fell there to dry out. 

Most of these leaves are 
from the neighbors because 
they don’t clean theirs up. 
But, we are grateful if they 
mow their lawns, water, pull 
their weeds or generally 
clean up their yards. The 
city will not do much about 
it when they are called. 

We received a letter 
from the code enforcement 
office because some 
gentleman from the code 
enforcement department 
saw my husband putting the 
leaves in the road to keep 
them from blocking the 

gutter. 
If we all blocked the 

gutters just right and made 
a good river, we could all 
get kayaks and float to the 
mayor’s pet park he thinks 
he needs. I ended up calling 
the streets department and 
they were very helpful. We 
got them cleaned up.

People should not 
call code enforcement, 
especially upper 
management because they 
couldn’t care less and can 
be somewhat rude. 

Isn’t it strange how the 
parking, trees, sidewalks 
and roads are city property 
until they need to be 
planted, watered, mowed 
and generally taken care 
of? 

Then, it’s the taxpayers 
problem and the city makes 
us pay taxes on it. I also see 
very little snow removal 
enforcement but I suppose 
we don’t have enough 
money to enforce that code 
either. 

Then we cannot collect 
fines. Why do we have all of 
these unenforceable codes? 
Isn’t it a wonderful merry-
go-round?

Sharon Webster
Ogden

Residents expected to maintain city’s properties

I would like to bring 
up the issue of timing the 
street lights, again. When 
gasoline prices went really 
high, everyone realized 
that the lights needed to be 
timed. 

But since the price has 
gone down again, people 
have forgotten about timing 
the lights. We need to do 
this before the next oil 
crisis, not only to reduce 
our cost of driving, but 
also to reduce the pollution 
made by cars by half, and 
make driving in our cities a 
pleasant experience. 

We don’t want to end up 
like California, drowning in 
our own pollution.

The last time people 
tried to call for timing the 
street lights, the media 
reported that there were 
many different agencies 
involved, and only the 
governor’s office could get 
them all to work together. 

So, if we want to see the 
street lights timed, people 
should write, e-mail, or call 
the governor and ask him 
to do it.

Lee Britt
Roy

Street light timing improves air, gas mileage

Regarding the Dec. 15 
guest commentary by Jeremy 
Peterson, (“Standard wrong 
about repeal amendment”) 
Bishop’s brilliant idea, and 
Peterson’s blind support, ignore 
the fact that if federal authority 
is usurped, state legislatures 

will have to take over. That’s 
pretty scary in Utah, what with 
our Legislature packed with 
cretins, crooks, and clowns. 
Looks as if we might be getting 
yet another!

Frank Cumberland
Huntsville

State Legislature takeover a scary thought

I watched a classic old 
Hollywood film the other 
night and it occurred to me 
that all the “latest” classics 
out of “Hollyweird” are 
nothing but remakes of the 
really great, old films. 

It made me wonder 
where all our old values 
have gone.

Now, we’re faced with 
“political correctness” and 
our fear for standing up 
for what we were taught 
by our forefathers 60 years 
ago. Our core values were 
far different than what 
they have become since the 
1950s. 

It seems everything 
changed, and not for the 
better. Now, we’re afraid of 
offending some political or 
religious group.

American fighting men 
gave thousands of lives 
pulling many European 
countries’ fat out of the 
fire; however, all we get are 
nothing but insults from 
many of our so-called allies. 
Because we don’t want to 
offend, even our president 
bows to some leaders who 
hate us.

I’m for going back to the 
old ways. Merry Christmas 
(not Happy Holidays).

Tom Norman
Ogden 

We seem to have 
forgotten old values




