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On StandardNET:

DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times colum-
nist says that the president’s 
speech in Oslo is the begin-
ning of the Obama Doctrine.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

If you want any more proof of 
what a monumental failure the 
college football Bowl Champi-
onship Series is, consider the 

decision of University of Cincinnati 
head football coach Brian Kelly. The 
Bearcats have just finished an his-
toric 13-0 season, along with a No. 4 
final season ranking and a BCS bowl 
invitation.

Yet, Kelly has waved goodbye to 
the University of Cincinnati to accept 
the head coaching gig at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame Fighting Irish, a 
team that limped to a 6-6 record this 
year. We understand, of course, that 
Notre Dame is a school of football 
lore, and coaching the Fighting Irish 
is a very prestigious job. But it’s im-
portant to note that Kelly’s decision 
comes with him not even coaching 
his undefeated Bearcat team in its 
BCS game.

Now, ask yourself: Would Kelly 
have deserted his team if there were 
a college football championship play-
off?

The answer is obvious — of course 
not. The sad truth is that a BCS bowl 
bid, unless it’s for that organization’s 
dubious “national championship” 
game, is of such low worth that a 
coach of a BCS-quality, undefeated 
team chooses a career move over 
making sure his team stays unde-
feated. The Bearcats are playing No. 
5-ranked University of Florida in the 
Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1, but it might 
as well be called the Toilet Bowl for 
all its real worth in college football. 
Florida is coached by Urban Meyer, 
who, Utah fans may recall, left the 
University of Utah for Florida after 

leading the undefeated Utes to an in-
consequential BCS bowl win in 2004.

We can talk about the greed of the 
BCS forever, but even more impor-
tant is that these games are mere ex-
hibitions. Witness the condescending 
BCS’s Fiesta Bowl match up between 
No. 3-ranked Texas Christian Uni-
versity of the Mountain West Confer-
ence and No. 6-ranked Boise State 
University of the Western Athletic 
Conference. 

Both schools, from non-BCS con-
ferences, went undefeated. They 
deserved BCS games against major 
conference foes such as Iowa and 
Florida. Some sportswriters have re-
ferred to the TCU, Boise State games 
as the “Separate But Equal Bowl.” 
It’s hard to argue with that tag. It 
seems clear that those who run the 
BCS are leery of another “smaller” 
conference whipping a BCS team — 
something that has happened three of 
the last four times.

As we have stated in these pages, 
we don’t support congressional action 
to reform the BCS. However, there 
is an intriguing bill in Congress right 
now. Sponsored by Rep. Joe Barton, 
R-Texas, it would bar the BCS from 
calling its championship game a na-
tional championship unless it was the 
result of a playoff.

Barton’s bill probably won’t pass, 
but we think the BCS’s bad system 
may be getting closer to change. 
There are five undefeated teams this 
year and three have no chance at a 
top ranking. Outrage has turned into 
farce. There is no real sporting value 
to the highest level of college football 
after the first week of December.

BCS = no value

Last week I received an automated 
message from Rocky Mountain 
Power on my home phone. The 

message asked me to refrain from lighting 
Christmas lights in order to conserve 
power and avoid disruptions of service. 

I had spent a good part of the 
Thanksgiving weekend stringing lights 
along the roof, wrapping 
an evergreen tree in LED 
bulbs and assembling a 
pre-lit Christmas tree. 
The irony of the situation 
was a fitting introduction 
for a season marked by 
contrasts and dissonance.

This is the season 
where many celebrate 
the birth of a man who 
said, “sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor” 
(Matthew 19:21). It is 
also the season where 
the implicit message of 
countless advertisements 
is “take all you have, and some you don’t 
have, and spend it at Wal-Mart, Target and 
Amazon.com.”

In this season of peace on earth and 
goodwill toward others, many begin 
planning holiday strategies for coercing 
their fellow citizens to display the proper 
spirit of the season. Chris Buttars, 
the Republican Senator from West 
Jordan, drafted a resolution for the 2009 
Legislature to prompt retailers to say 
“Merry Christmas” rather than “Happy 
Holidays.” This month, the Granite School 
District sent a memo to school principals 
reminding them that it was perfectly fine to 
introduce Christmas into the classroom.

Each year, reporters watch to see which 
community will be the first to deal with 
a lawsuit over some Nativity Scene. I 
understand the 2009 winner was Green Bay 

Wisconsin. I guess that diversion is more 
fun that watching quarterback Bret Favre 
lead the Vikings to victory over his former 
team.

Yet, legal and political conflicts can’t 
compare to the battles that will take place 
in countless households this holiday season. 
As F. Scott Fitzgerald observed in the 

short story, Babylon 
Revisited, “Family 
quarrels are bitter 
things. They don’t go 
by any rules.” 

At Christmas 
gatherings this 
season, somebody’s 
favorite relative 
will decide that the 
gathering of many 
family members in 
close quarters is the 
perfect opportunity to 
promote the wisdom 
of Glen Beck and 
Sean Hannity. 

The belief is that if he talks long enough 
and loud enough he can convince the family 
that President Obama is a communist and 
the country is descending into socialism.

You have to pity the family where 
some seldom-seen uncle thinks the dinner 
table is the perfect place to debate the 
LDS Church’s recent endorsement of 
two Salt Lake City gay-rights measures. 
Nonetheless, this is bound to happen.

I am certain that dozens of kind and 
well-meaning grandmothers will urge a 
vegan grandchild to try just one small piece 
of turkey. After all, Christmas comes just 
once a year.

You may have your own examples of 
irritations that disrupt an otherwise happy 
occasion. This holiday season I wish you 
peace in the kitchen and good will at the 
dinner table.

If only in your dreams

The following information 
is quoted from an article 
from the Conservative Media 
Research Center:

“According to the Census 
Bureau the number of 
uninsured in America is less 
than 46 million, and of that 
number 10 million are illegal 
aliens or “not citizens.” Of 
the remaining 36 million, 
35 million make between 
$50,000 and $75,000 dollars 
per year. It is estimated that 
25 to 75 percent of these 
could buy a health plan but 
choose not to. The Kaiser 
Family Foundation has 
estimated that only about 11 
million people can not afford 
to buy or do not qualify for 
a government Insurance 
plan. About 85 percent of 
Americans who are insured 
are satisfied with their 
plans and the care that they 
receive.”

If this information is 
correct, then there is no 
health care crisis in America. 
There are not 46 million 
Americans without health 
care and there are not 2,500 
people dying every day from 
lack of medical care. Does 
it make sense to destroy 
the health programs for 293 
million citizens to develop a 

program for 11 million?
Those of us against 

“Obamacare” are not 
opposed to eliminating 
fraud and waste in health 
care. We are opposed to the 
government takeover of our 
health care with the outright 
“lie” that the government 
can run it cheaper and more 
efficiently. We know that this 
is beyond our government’s 
ability. 

There are some things 
that can be done to improve 
the system and we are not 
opposed to making changes 
to improve the programs. 
There have been some 
excellent suggestions 
made but they are not even 
being considered by the 
administration. Obamacare-
type programs are in place in 
several other countries, but 
it seems that the only entities 
in those countries that are 
happy with the programs are 
the governments.

Wendell E. “Bud” Brumley
Layton

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“ ... Our insurance 
companies want no 
competition. They wouldn’t be 
able to continue raising their 
prices. ...” — sandyshoes

There is no health care crisis in America

As the health care 
debate rises to a feverish 
pitch, we need to consider 
the connection between 
the health care crisis, the 
energy crisis and climate 
change. 

Over the last 50 years, 
health care costs have risen 
drastically at the same time 
food prices have fallen, 
according to Michael Pollan 
in the New York Times 
Magazine of Oct. 12, 2008.

Cheap supermarket 
food, derived almost 
entirely from the four 
commodity crops, corn, 
soy beans, wheat and rice, 
has resulted in an obese 
citizenry subject to the 
killer diseases such as 
heart disease, stroke, Type 
2 diabetes and cancer. This 
puts a strain on the health 
care system. 

Producing these four 
commodity crops is 
responsible for 37 percent 
of the greenhouse gases 
in our atmosphere, more 
than anything else we do, 
and consumes the second 

largest percentage of fossil 
fuels, next to cars. In 1940, 
we could produce 2.3 food 
calories with one calorie of 
fossil-fuel energy. It now 
takes 10 calories of fossil-
fuel energy to produce one 
food calorie, which means 
the real cost of our food is 
hidden. 

We pay for this food 
with tax subsidies to huge 
corporations, rather than by 
choice at the grocery store. 

Read Michael Pollan’s 
entire letter on the Internet 
under nytimes.com, which 
offers interesting and 
practical solutions to this 
dilemma and also addresses 
the food connection to 
problems of homeland 
security and the job 
market. 

If we keep doing what 
we have been doing, we 
can hardly expect different 
results. We need real 
solutions, not damage 
control to get out of the 
mess we are in.

Elizabeth S. Sweeten
Ogden

We’ve now had a job 
summit at the White House. 
We hear about tax relief for 
small business, TARP Funds, 
infustructure work, etc. Let’s 
have our own job summit here. 
How do we create 50,000 jobs 
right now? Decades ago we 
put hundreds of thousands to 
work and built this country. The 
freeway comes to mind. 

What projects? We’ve 
talked about the power grid. 
Every year tremendous storms 
rock this country. We see the 
headlines that a city remains 
without power after 10 days. 
This can be fixed. Tornadoes 
shred the power poles like 
toothpicks. If those power 
lines were all underground the 
power interruption would be 
minimal. Where possible, let’s 
put all of those power lines 
underground. 

Some areas are affected 
by groundwater, rocks and 
other obstructions. In most 
areas, putting those lines 
underground would be fairly 
easy and quick.

What are the benefits? 
It quickly employs tens of 
thousands of people with fairly 
good jobs. Small business 
ramps up to build machinery, 
tools and supplies, and more 
people are paying taxes for 
years. 

Remember we need to 
consider piping or another kind 
of protective cover to protect 
the power lines. 

Access to the lines is needed 
for maintenance. We could save 
millions of trees by putting the 
lines underground. 

There are hundreds of 
billions left over in funds. 
States would research how 
to apply for a federal Grants. 
Areas with histories of 
tornadoes, and killer snow 
storms would receive priority. 
Hurricane areas may be 
limited because of ground 
water.

This suggestion throws 
money and jobs to several 
badly affected regions of the 
country. What would you do? I 
have several other ideas, some 
specifically for Utah.

Jeffrey L. Stott
Farr West

Let’s fix power grid 
and create jobs

Commodity crops increase health problems




