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On StandardNET:

JOHN KASS: The Chi-
cago Tribune columnist points 
out that loathing of ex-New 
York Yankees baseball club 
owner George Steinbrenner 
has declined considerably 
after his death.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Allow us to offer some praise 
to the Obama administra-
tion’s federal recovery act, 
and to commend Layton city 

for being smart and thrifty enough to 
spend $138,659 to upgrade the light-
ing system at the little league base-
ball facilities at Vae View and Chapel 
Street parks.

With the deal, the parks will have 
new Musco Light-Structure Green 
sport field lights. The new lights will 
be installed in the fall, and they are a 
big improvement over the old, ener-
gy-hogging light systems both parks 
have had for a long time. 

According to Layton city Parks 
and Recreation Director David Price, 
recent advances in lighting technol-
ogy will allow the city to only use 14 
fixtures, instead of the previous 40. 
The new system will reduce light pol-
lution, and will have significantly less 
of an impact on surrounding homes. 
There will be no change in the light-

ing at the field. “It will be a nice addi-
tion to our parks,” Price added.

As mentioned, Layton paid for the 
new system with federal money it 
received as part of the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
In total the city received $588,000, 
Layton economic specialist Ben Hart 
said.

There are many Americans who 
have questioned efforts by govern-
ment to boost the economy and assist 
individuals and communities. It’s cor-
rect that some government solutions 
don’t always work. But there are also 
programs, courtesy of the feds, that 
do a lot of good. Many hard-working 
Americans saw more in tax refunds 
this year and Layton, as well as other 
cities, have received help needed to 
improve communities, conserve en-
ergy and save money.

Those are great deals, and we will 
look forward to enjoying Top of Utah 
parks and other infrastructure.

Layton’s thrifty lights

I am a past mayor of 
Springdale, Utah, and a 
past school board member 
in Washington County. I am 
angry with the views of the 
Weber County attorney’s 
approach to the Reese 
Ransom case. 

I agree with the paper’s 
editorial views of June 
29, “A ridiculous animal 
cruelty charge.” I would 
like to point out that the 
first duties of officer Bryce 
Weir were to protect the 
citizens of Weber County.

The paper’s article 
of June 24, “Charge 
questioned in death-
of-kitten case,” did not 
mention whether the officer 
notified Mr. Ransom of the 
possibility of rabies from 
the cat that bit him. Did the 
officer tell Ransom to get 
medical advice when he 
saw the bleeding wounds? 
Such questions should be 
made known to the public.

Did Weber’s animal 
control agency take 
precautions to prevent a 
rabies case? Was the cat 
checked?

Davis’ comparison to a 
dog case is ridiculous. What 
would Davis do if a cat bit 
her? Would she lay the cat 
down gently on the grass? 
No, she would do the same 
thing Ransom did; push it 
away as fast as she could 
(or possibly she would 
call the Animal Advocacy 
Alliance for advise while 
petting an animal which 
had just bitten her?)

If the prosecuting 
attorney has no more to 
do than file charges in a 
case of this sort, I think the 
county attorney and county 
commissioners should 
evaluate his duties, along 
with the officer who filed 
the initial report.

It’s no wonder people are 
upset over such ridiculous 
use and decisions by public 
officials.

There must be some 
hidden reason, which 
should be investigated. 
Why are these sorts of 
costs put on citizens who 
pay for these things?

Robert Ralston
Springdale

Hopefully, biting cat was checked for rabies

Every citizen of Davis 
County has been killed by 
their own government. 
Over 2.5 million residents 
of Utah have been forcibly 
displaced from their homes 
by government-sponsored 
militias. 

Tens of thousands of 
Utah women have been 
raped by gun-touting thugs.

Food, health care, and 
employment have been 
consistently denied to tribal 
minorities in Utah as a form 
of punishment for being 
born. A veritable genocide 
has occurred.

As you might have 
guessed, I am not talking 
about Utah at all. I’m not 
even talking about World 
War II-era Germany, or 
Rwanda or the Balkans in 
the 90s. 

I am talking about the 
arid western region of the 
largest country in Africa: 
Darfur, Sudan. 

The dictator-in-chief of 
Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, has 
recently been charged by 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) with three 

counts of genocide for 
the systematic murder, 
rape and displacement 
of more than 300,000 
of the Fur, Masalit, and 
Zaghawa ethnic groups 
in Sudan since 2003. The 
Holocaust is still occurring 
and the crimes of today’s 
Hitler, i.e. Mr. Bashir, are 
being recognized by the 
international community, 
albeit after seven long 
years.

The issuance of the 
arrest warrant for Bashir 
should motivate every 
Utahn to demand that the 
U.S. government cooperate 
with the ICC in ensuring 
that Bashir is captured 
and thus that this modern 
Holocaust ends. 

We have said ‘never 
again’ time and time again 
only to watch as the world 
burns. 

This time we can not 
capitulate, we can not 
cower. 

Bashir must be arrested 
for his genocide.

Cameron Morgan
Kaysville

Don’t ignore modern Holocaust in Sudan

I would like to make a 
comment or two concerning 
the July 7 letter, “Retirees 
should spend cash; 
stimulate economy.” 

The writer is right. We 
do have a “fixed income.” If 
we get a cost of living raise, 
it goes for taxes, which 
we already paid when we 
earned that fixed income. 
Does he really believe that 
the working people are 
the only ones holding on to 
their cash because of what 
the future holds? 

Perhaps the retirees 
looked forward to their 
future and built houses they 
could afford, kept their 
credit at a reasonable low, 
and tried to live within their 
means.

Yes, the fixed income 
comes every month, but so 
do higher gas bills, higher 
food bills, garbage rate 
hikes, raised electricity 
rates. 

Even those dresses, tires, 
jewelry and even teeth 
have increased in price. 
However, we remain on a 
fixed income.

I remember going to the 
bank and asking for a loan 
and I was told no because 
all I had was that fixed 
income. 

However, the credit 
union was very helpful.

Most of the retirees are 
spending only what they 
can afford. 

It’s better to put a bit 
away for retirement, 
because if you ever have to 
have a fixed income to live 
on, you’ll understand what a 
retiree goes through. 

By the way, the letter 
writer’s challenge has been 
met. I went out and bought 
lunch!

Betsy Mikesell
Morgan

Retirees’ expenses 
continue to increase

A few years ago, Professor Erika 
Daines spoke with me about adding a 
commercial emphasis to Weber State 

University’s German Language degree. She 
was convinced the commercial emphasis 
would allow WSU students to learn the 
lexicon of business in 
a second language and 
prepare them for global 
opportunities.

The rationale for the 
commercial emphasis 
is straightforward. 
Students who study a 
traditional language 
may gain conversational 
proficiency in a language 
but struggle with 
technical conversation in 
the same language. For 
example, it is difficult to 
explain the concept of a 
credit swap derivative 
to someone who is conversing in the same 
language. The complexity is intensified if 
you are speaking in a second language.

WSU added commercial language 
emphases in German, Spanish and French 
a decade ago. With these commercial 
emphasis 
students study 
the traditional 
foreign 
language and 
take additional 
classes devoted 
to business 
terminology in 
the language. 
Many students 
also choose 
to pursue a 
second degree 
in business to 
accompany 
their language 
degree. Students 
choosing this path 
find themselves 
facing some interesting options and 
opportunities they never dreamed possible.

WSU senior Jake Amaral is one of these 
students. Jake graduated from Bonneville 
High in 2005, and he is now pursuing dual 
degrees in Supply Chain Management and 
German with a commercial emphasis. Jake 
recently interviewed for an internship with 
Germany’s Deutsche Bank, a multibillion 
dollar company which operates in 72 
countries.

Jake applied for the Deutsche Bank 
internship via email. He had previously sent 
out several inquires to major corporations 
only to be told “thanks but no thanks.” 
So, he was relieved when Deutsche Bank 
responded to his email with a request for an 
interview.

Jake’s first interview took place over 
the phone and resulted in an invitation 

for a face-to-face interview. For the final 
interview Jake had to travel to Frankfurt 
and speak with the human resource 
manager as well as the supervisor and 
trainer for the internship. The interview 
was conducted in the German language. 

Jake was a bit nervous 
at the start, but he 
quickly relaxed, finding 
that WSU’s rigorous 
language program had 
prepared him well.

After the interview 
Jake was told that he 
would hear from the 
bank in a day or so. 
Any uncertainty he 
had about the outcome 
of the interview didn’t 
last long. The interview 
had been a slam dunk. 
Before he was back to 
his room Jake received 

a cell phone call telling him he had the job. 
Jake said, “I was jumping up and down I 
was so excited.”

During the four-month internship, which 
started this month, Jake will work with a 
team to develop innovative concepts which 

would be used for 
iPad and iPhone 
applications to help 
Deutsche Bank’s 
retail banking 
sector.  

Before flying 
to Germany, Jake 
set four goals for 
himself. First, he 
wanted to study 
at a university 
in Germany, 
Bayreuth 
University. Second, 
he sought to attain 
an internship 
at a German 
corporation. Third, 
Jake wished to 

continue taking classes through WSU’s 
online program. Finally, Jake wanted 
the experience of kissing a German 
girl. Now that he has the Deutsche Bank 
internship, Jake says all the goals have been 
accomplished.

After his internship Jake plans to 
complete his studies at WSU and graduate 
with dual degrees in December 2011. Jake 
thanks Professor Daines and says, “(She) 
has been by far the most inspirational 
professor that I have ever had.” In 
addition to inspiring students, Professor 
Daines played a pivotal role in adding the 
commercial emphasis to Weber State’s 
German Language degree. Because of her 
efforts, and those of the other language 
faculty, dozens of WSU students have 
the chance to pursue some life-changing 
opportunities.

‘Sprechen Sie Deutsch?’ 

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

Professor Daines played a pivotal 

role in adding the commercial 

emphasis to Weber State’s German 

Language degree. Because of 

her efforts, and those of the other 

language faculty, dozens of WSU 

students have the chance to pursue 

some life-changing opportunities.




