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On StandardNET:

ASSESSING JOE 
BIDEN’S VICE PRESI-
DENCY: In the Washington 
Post several political experts 
assess Biden’s performance 
so far.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Although it may sting teach-
ers’ wallets, we strongly 
agree with the Utah State 
Board of Education’s de-

cision to require all educators get 
background checks and have teachers 
pay the $65 fee for the background 
check when they renew their teaching 
licenses every five 
years.

Utah school 
districts have also 
been required to 
create policies for 
background checks 
on schools’ support 
staff, which are done every six years. 
The Legislature mandated the five 
year check. A recent state audit of 
educators and support staff showed 
that some criminal behavior had not 
been detected. In fact, teachers hired 
prior to the mid 1990s didn’t need to 
have a recent background check. That 
needed to be changed.

Students safety must be the high-
est priority. There must be no margin 
of error. We agree completely with 
Davis School District Superintendent 
Bryan Bowles who said, “Anyone who 
has responsibility for our children 
should have the highest standards for 
themselves and the highest standards 
of care for our children. ... Back-
ground checks are not a burden; they 
are an assurance of quality.”

We send our children to schools 
to be taught by professionals. Our 
teachers do a wonderful job. The 
importance of their work makes it 
necessary they be treated the same 
as other professionals with respon-
sibilities that require a large degree 
of trust. For example, health care 

professionals 
undergo regu-
lar background 
checks.

Vik Arnold, 
Utah Educa-
tion Associa-
tion director 

of government regulations, said that 
paying the $65 fee is “a hard sell” and 
suggested that the Legislature should 
appropriate the money for it. We have 
sympathy for educators. We know 
the recession has been hard on them. 
There have been layoffs and budget 
cuts. We know that many dedicated 
teachers spend cash out of their pock-
ets to make their classes more pro-
ductive.

But, as Morgan School District 
Superintendent Ronald Wolff said, 
despite the extra cost, it’s a neces-
sity. Teachers are professionals. They 
earn a wage higher than the average 
Utahn. We entrust them with our chil-
drens’ futures and current safety. The 
cost of the background check is not 
too high for that responsibility.

Background checks crucial for schools

Students safety must be the 
highest priority. There must 

be no margin of error. 

On the third Saturday in May, Ogden 
Valley was at its resplendent best. 
The prior week had seen some 

light showers that cleansed the air. The 
predawn sky was clear. Venus was bright 
in the low eastern sky. A quarter moon 
was directly overhead. 
As 4,000 runners waited 
for the start of Ogden’s 
marathon and half 
marathon, star gazing 
provided a pleasing 
distraction to the near-
freezing temperatures.

Shortly after the 
rising sun began to warm 
the runners, the races 
began. By 7:31 a.m., the 
leading runner of the half 
marathon had reached 
Pineview Dam and was 
entering Ogden Canyon. 
Behind him, a continuous 
trail of runners wound 
around the northeastern edge of Pineview 
Reservoir, and reached within a few miles 
of the town of Eden.

An onlooker might be convinced that 
the environmental artists Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude had draped Ogden Canyon 
and State Road 158 in sheets of nylon — a 
multicolored reprise of their 1972 project 
Running Fence, which ran through Sonoma 
and Marin Counties in Northern California. 

Upon entering the canyon, runners 
glimpsed the Ogden River which was 
approaching near peak runoff. The river 
would accompany the runners until the 
final mile of the race. The mere force 
of the water and the sound it created 
provided an illusion of speed. 

Many were deceived into the perception 
that the water was racing ahead of them at 
a faster pace. 

In actuality, all but the slowest runners 
were traveling faster than the river’s 
pace, which was less than four miles per 
hour. Yet, power often triumphs speed. 
The river water would eventually reach 
its destination. Of the 2,000 runners 
registered for the full marathon, 300 
dropped by the wayside and failed to reach 
the finish line.

In the Canyon, runners enjoyed the 
once-a-year experience of traveling 
the Canyon without competing with 

mechanized transportation. In 1910, David 
Eccles’ Ogden Rapid Transit Company 
began construction of a rail line up Ogden 
Canyon which would eventually reach 
Huntsville, where he maintained a home. 
Since that time, some type of mechanized 

vehicle has dominated 
the Ogden Canyon; 
the singular exception 
is one Saturday in 
May.

The runners 
weren’t the only ones 
to enjoy a walker-
friendly canyon. A 
few couples walked 
hand in hand.

 Bikers coasted 
down the canyon 
road. These folks 
may have had little 
interest in the race, 
but they enjoyed the 
infrequent chance to 

carelessly traverse Ogden Canyon.
The canyon is timeless and remarkable. 

An early 20th century travel guide for 
Yellowstone National Park promoted 
a side trip to Ogden Canyon with the 
description: “A few miles from Ogden is 
Ogden Canyon, a deep, precipitous and 
romantic gorge ...” The runners savored 
their opportunity to run through Ogden’s 
gorgeous canyon, which absent a stream of 
automobiles was similar to the canyon of a 
different era.

By 8:30 a.m., the leading marathon 
runners had passed through Huntsville 
and Eden and were beginning to pass 
the slowest of the half-marathoner 
participants. The winner of the half-
marathon crossed the finish line at 25th 
and Grant in downtown Ogden some 20 
minutes earlier. At this point, runners 
stretched from downtown Ogden to 
Huntsville. The stream of runners would 
continue to flow past the finish line for the 
next five hours.

With the Ogden marathon and half-
marathon, as well as the accompanying 5K 
and kids race, the Greater Ogden Athletic 
Legacy Foundation (GOAL) and hundreds 
of volunteers have created a gem for 
the city. I offer this note as a belated but 
sincere expression of gratitude for their 
significant efforts.

A note of gratitude

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

I contacted Rob Bishop 
concerning the Child 
Nutrition Promotion and 
School Lunch Protection 
Act. All children with Celiac 
Disease, (intolerance to 
wheat, rye, barley), wheat 
allergies, peanut allergies, 
milk allergies, etc. need to eat 
a nutritious school lunch, the 
same as any other child.

These children’s lunches 
are being threatened by 
budget cuts by the Federal 
government.

I was shocked by the 
response I received. Mr. 
Bishop’s letter states, “If you 
want needless speeches and 

little action, look to Congress. 
If you want results, contact 
your local school district. 

Since our congressmen, 
senators and other officials are 
elected by the public and are 
supposed to be representing 
the public, and what we 
receive are “needless speeches 
and little action,” maybe its 
time to elect new officials who 
actually care about the public 
and their needs.

If you have a child with 
special nutrition needs, please 
contact your school district 
and your elected officials.

Samuel Archuleta, Sr.
Ogden

I am caucasian, elderly 
and disabled living in the 
economically challenged 
area just east of downtown 
Ogden. I recently began 
dating an African-
American. Friends and 
acquaintances, especially 
at a local social club, 
challenged my choice of 
partner as far as his being 
black. As an aside, frequent 
negative comments are 
often made about my 
mental status as well.

After years of living with 
name-calling and criticism 
regarding my individual 
differences from the local 
“social norms,” all I have to 
say is we all belong to one 
species: human. 

The most common 
features all humans have 
are the experiences of 
emotions such as anger, 
joy, love, pain (physical or 
emotional). When this is 
realized by those looking for 
skin color as a reason to be 
judgemental of Hispanics, 
Africans or even those of 
different faiths, let’s realize 
we are all people. 

As we said in the 
1960s, “different strokes 
for different folks.” But 
as a species, human, we 
all experience the same 
emotions. There are good 
and bad in all “races,” 
religions etc., but we need 
dignity and pride about our 
differences and respect for 
each other for whatever we 
choose, within the law, for 
ourselves and our lifestyles. 

Incidentally, my children, 
of whom I am extremely 
proud, are first-generation 
African-Americans, like 
Obama. 

Barbara A. Mazoko
Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“Right on Barbara. There 
are not 4 separate “Races”: 
Asian, Black, White, 
Spanish. There is 1 Race of 
Man made in the image and 
likeness of the Creator and 
woman made from Man. ...” 
— Howard

We’re all one race: 
human  

Special nutritional needs of kids should be met   

The writer of the May 
1 letter, “Extremist label 
offends many veterans,” 
stated that President Obama 
has apologized to the 
Europeans for the liberation 
of Europe from the German 
occupation in World War II 
and defeating the Germans 
in World War I.

I have contacted my 
European friends and 
even some government 
officials, but nobody has 
heard of President Obama’s 
apologizing for the liberation 
of Europe.

I would like to know 
where the letter writer got 
his information or proof that 
the above event took place.

I did not vote for 
President Obama and still 
don’t trust him on certain 
issues, but I want to let 
the letter writer know that 
his story is false and he is 
slandering the president of 
the United States.

Jerry Meents
South Ogden

Editor’s note: Due to an 
editing error, this letter is 
being republished.

Letter writer’s falsehoods slander president

I am amazed at the power 
of the Weber Morgan Health 
Department. Its decisions 
determine if businesses 
survive and taxpayers have 
jobs. 

I am referring to the vehicle 
emission program. Technicans 
are trained and licensed by 
WMHD. A license is earned by 
technicians who pass required 
testing by 80 percent, making 
errors 20 percent of the time.

After training is complete 
and the technician is hired by 
a IM testing station, they are 
no longer allowed any errors. 
In the event that an honest 
error is made, the owner of 
the testing station is held 
accountable and when the 
WMHD determines guilt, the 
station owner is subject to a 
suspension of performing IM 
tests for up to six months, or it 
can enter a consent agreement 
to buy its way back into 
business. 

This consent agreement 
can reach up to $10,000. A six-
month suspension would result 
in lost revenue far more than 
the consent agreement, so the 

station owner is stuck; pay the 
fine or face lost customers and 
revenue. 

It is a no-win situation 
for most business owners. 
These excessive fines result 
in lost jobs, high costs to the 
consumer for auto repairs. The 
real loser here is the consumer. 
In my opinion, this process that 
has been forced to the Supreme 
Court by an Ogden shop owner, 
is nothing short of government 
extortion.

I am all for IM testing. I 
am also all for dishonest IM 
technicians and station owners 
facing penalties, but the 
penalty needs to fit the crime. 

Many felons are punished as 
harshly as IM station owners 
for the errors of technicians 
trained and licensed. It seems 
IM station owners are being set 
up to be taken advantage of. 

We must stop electing 
officials who think government 
extortion is acceptable. The 
Weber County commissioners 
I have spoken to think this type 
of extortion is just fine. 

Loretta Frecker
West Weber

Excessive fines hard on business owners  




