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On StandardNET:

JOE GUZZARDI: The 
Cagle Cartoons columnist 
says that to end birthright ba-
bies born to illegal immigrants 
in the U.S., women who come 
here only to have a baby 
need to be deported.
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National Commentary
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

One of the sad lessons of the recent 
financial meltdown and subsequent 
severe recession is that investors, 

families and individuals learned that a 
large percentage of banks and financial 
institutions, which had boasted of fiscal 
values and conservatism, did not in fact 
exercise those values. 

In the rush for short-term payoffs, these 
financial institutions recklessly pitched 
unsafe mortgages and derivatives from 
said mortgages that were bundled into 
bond funds, credit default swaps, etc.

This greed destroyed a few companies; 
many more were bailed out with our 
taxpayer dollars. Hundreds of thousands 
of home mortgage holders who were 
naive enough to buy junk mortgages with 
obligations that became difficult to meet 
when jobs were lost, credit dried up, and 
paychecks went stagnant or ceased, were 
not bailed out.

In their efforts to foreclose on these 
unlucky homeowners, many banks — 
because they sliced and diced mortgages 
into many different investments — have 
minimized contact with buyers under 
financial water. The buyers, desperate to 
work with the banks to save their homes, 
cannot find a human being locally who 
will discuss their mortgages and their 
options. Instead, impersonal letters, often 
contradictory, are the sole means of 
communication.

Long ago, the Utah Legislature passed 
a law that mandates that banks and other 
financial institutions have someone local 
with whom distressed mortgage holders 
can discuss their mortgage. 

If the mortgage holder fails to provide 
that service, the holder can sue for 
damages and a $2,000 penalty can be 
assessed. Banks fought that law, but it 
was upheld by the 10th District Court of 
Appeals.

Last week, Bank of America, acting 
under its foreclosure arm, ReconTrust, 
ignored the law, claiming it only needs 
to follow federal law in the matter of 
mortgage issues. Frankly, we’re not 
surprised that Bank Of America refuses to 
follow the law. It is one of the many banks 
that played the mortgage industry like 
its own personal casino the past decade. 
Bank of America, and its many imitators, 
have done more damage to the integrity 
of the financial services industry than 
perhaps even the Great Depression. With 
the creation of junk, high-risk mortgages, 
the idea that a home was a solid, lifetime 
family investment has been shattered.

The Utah Attorney General’s Office 
must stand up to banks that ignore the law. 
They must go after Bank of America, or 
any other business, that refuses to provide 
employees to work with foreclosure issues 
in Utah. People have a right to work with 
lenders to save their homes if possible.

Banks must follow Utah law

I recently crossed paths with a Weber 
State alum who graduated more than 
three decades ago. 

Over the course of an hour, he told 
me about his career. I want to retell his 
story because it serves as a parable that 
provides an important lesson for 2011 high 
school graduates who will be entering 
college this fall.

The alum earned his degree in business. 
He was an excellent 
student, and he earned 
good grades.

After graduation, 
his career took off. 
He was admired in 
Utah business circles, 
and he enjoyed a 
reputation for being 
a competent and 
honest businessman. 
After several years, 
he was asked to leave 
his successful Utah 
job to head a major 
government agency 
on the East Coast.

In his new job, he started to interact 
with a whole new group of people. He was 
invited to serve on corporate and nonprofit 
boards. He interacted with the heads of 
Fortune 500 companies, philanthropists, 
senators and members of Congress.

As commonly happens, the people he 
was interacting with in the workplace 
wanted to socialize after business hours. 
He was invited to fund-raising events, golf 
outings and dinner parties. At these events, 
he found that his new friends wanted to 
talk about things other than business and 
finance.

They discussed books he had not read, 
and in some cases authors who were 
unknown to him.

They wanted to discuss music he had 
never heard and plays he had never seen. 
At this point in his career, he began to 
realize that he had short-changed himself 
while he was attending college.

He had not read unassigned books, 
attended concerts, or visited the campus 
art gallery. The general education 
component of his Weber State education 
had been viewed as something to get out 
of the way as quickly as possible. He had 
considered his education as a means to an 
end. That end was making money, which he 
had done quite successfully. At the same 
time, he had never developed an interest in 
learning that went beyond his chosen field.

At this point in his career he was 
regretful. He was also somewhat 
frightened. He was concerned that as he 
continued to interact with his new circle of 
friends and colleagues he would be viewed 
as a dunce.

He recalled a specific memory of being 
invited to a dinner party hosted by the 

president of a major investment bank. 
He wondered whether he should go. What 
would he be asked to discuss? Would he be 
embarrassed?

At the dinner party someone raised 
the topic of great 20-century American 
novelists. It was a topic he did not want to 
discuss.

Now, something interesting happens. 
When the topic turns to great 20th-century 

American novelists, his 
wife begins to speak. She 
was intimately familiar 
with all the writers being 
discussed. She carried 
the conversation and 
charmed the people at 
the dinner table.

Years earlier, when 
the couple first met at 
Weber State, she had 
done all the things her 
husband never did. 
By doing so, she had 
developed a love of 
learning that spanned 
history, literature, 

philosophy, science, and the visual and 
performing arts.

In the years in which she was caring for 
their children, she had continued to pursue 
her passion for reading and enjoying the 
arts. From that day forward, he made sure 
that whenever he attended an important 
social gathering his wife was never far 
from his side.

What is the lesson of this parable? 
One could say that the alum isn’t the first 
man to improve his financial fortunes by 
marrying well. While true, that is a rather 
superficial lesson.

A more important lesson may be 
summarized with a quote from Robert 
Maynard Hutchins who served as 
President of the University of Chicago 
for more than two decades. Interestingly, 
Hutchins’ career contains a fleeting 
similarity to the parable. Educated as an 
attorney, Hutchins viewed his own college 
education as inadequate. He had not read 
the “Great Books” before he was assigned 
to teach a college course on the “Great 
Books.” Recognizing the deficiencies in his 
own education he quickly remedied the 
deficits through extensive reading.

Writing about the purpose of education, 
Hutchins contended, “The liberal arts 
are not merely indispensable; they are 
unavoidable. 

Nobody can decide for himself whether 
he is going to be a human being. 

The only question open to him 
is whether he will be an ignorant, 
undeveloped one, or one who has sought 
to reach the highest point he is capable 
of attaining. The question, in short, is 
whether he will be a poor liberal artist or a 
good one.”

A parable for the Class of 2011

The Sunday, April 30 
newspaper featured an 
article about the most 
expensive art piece in 
Ogden’s history, a sculpture 
to be placed near the Ogden 
River development (“Art 
celebrates sun, water”). 

I am surprised that the 
city would even consider 
such an expensive work, 
even though it may be 
considered art. Frankly, it 
doesn’t seem very artistic. I 
can never understand why 
we have to go out of state 
for art (or for expensive 
investigative research 
reports), when we have 
great art talent and highly 
intelligent people right here 
in the state who could design 
something far less expensive 
and more suited to our 

history and our environment. 
We have lovely bronze 

statues up and down 25th 
Street, all by Utah artists. 
We could even haul some 
painted horses out of storage. 
Why not go back to our early 
history when the trappers 
and Native Americans plied 
our rivers with canoes? I’m 
sure Ogden artists could 
design something more 
appropriate. 

On one hand, the 
newspaper reveals the date 
of the unveiling, but the same 
article states that the city 
council has yet to comment 
on this blot on the landscape 
called art! It seems it is 
already a very expense, no 
public input, “done deal.” 

Ruth Darrington
Ogden

We should use local artist for Ogden River project

Well, Easter and Mother’s 
Day have past; time for some 
trivia.

To the smirky woman 
on TV who says that 
housecleaning is so hum-
drum, I say, just imagine 
those who have to put 
up with her needs and 
vocabulary. I’ve met many of 
her kind many times. What 
did she learn from Leona 
Helmsley?

Recently the paper 
mentioned how youth should 
respect and obey laws. Most 
of my kin can’t even say 
thank you, please, or sorry. 
That is so common in this 

time.
Also, it’s obvious that 

politians would not cramp 
their jerk-perks much less 
self-made salaries. I didn’t 
hear anyone say they would 
take a cut in pay, did you?

When I turn on what little 
TV I get, I have to keep 
telling myself I live in the 
U.S., as the folks on the rest 
of the globe love to get us as 
their rescuers. 

Donald Trump can keep 
trumpeting so he and his ilk 
can feel utilized abroad. His 
mouth works hard.

Ann C. Christoferson
Layton

Reader shares trivia

The caucus system is 
the best way to get good 
candidates. I am a current 
delegate and I have spent 
many hours and attended 
many “meet-the-candidate” 
events to thoroughly vett the 
people who were running. 

I was able to meet one-
on-one and ask questions.  In 
two neighboring precincts, 
we held three open houses 
for people to come and meet 
candidates and we didn’t get 
10 people willing to walk a 
block or two to find out who 
was running. The candidates 
were all new and basically 
unknown. 

I have found that the 
caucus system is the only 
way to level the playing field 
for newcomers and those 
without huge war chests 
or big-name recognition 
because they have been in 

politics for so long. 
I visited with many 

delegates and they were all 
doing the same thing I was, 
which was trying to find the 
very best people to run for 
office. 

The delegates were 
willing to spend the time 
needed to make informed 
decisions. In a general 
primary election, the winner 
will be the one with the most 
money and the cutest adds, 
not necessarily the best 
person, because the general 
public will not invest the 
time needed to find the best 
candidate. 

We have a republic for a 
good reason. It is too easy 
for special interests and big 
money to sway the public in 
an open primary.

Sherry Brophy
Layton 

Public won’t spend time to question candidates

One month after 
registering my dog, I 
received a late notice from 
Ogden City Animal Services, 
informing me that my dog 
registration was now (then) 
30 days late, and late penalty 
fees have been applied. 

Due to my experience 
when registering this 
year, I ignored that notice 
because, while at the 
Ogden Community Center 
registering, several other 
people were there with 
late notices, prior to their 
registration date. 

It took 20 minutes for 
staff members to find my 
file in the database.  All the 
while, I heard time and again 
spoken to each customer 
who came in, “we have new 
software, so everyone is 
getting wrong notices.” 

Now, I have received a 
second notice, and a third 
notice.   

I have no fear, because 
unlike the idiots who run 
the animal licensing, I keep 
records. What we really 
need, is to get Ogden city to 
pull their collective heads 
out, and stop wasting paper 
and postage in mailing bogus 
notices. The notices likely 
are being auto generated by 
the same database. 

Of course, there is no 
one at Ogden city paying 
attention to what is coming 
out of the printer, and 
wondering why an unusual 
number of late notices are 
being generated. 

It will help tremendously, 
if Ogden city would fire 
the wannabe professional 
programmer who built its 
database, and instead, take 
that job to one of the local 
middle schools. Those kids 
could write a database that 
would actually work. 

Then, of course, we would 
have to find someone within 
Ogden City Corp, who has 
sufficient IQ to operate it.

Jimmy Roberts
Ogden

Ogden’s animal license 
software needs work


