
This April has provided Utahns with 
some of the best conditions for 
spring skiing in recent memory. As 

I was riding Snowbasin’s John Paul lift on 
a recent Saturday my mind wandered to 
the week ahead, and I thought about Weber 
State University’s upcoming graduation 
ceremony. I considered that some of WSU’s 
graduates might celebrate the event with 
a post-graduation ski 
or snowboard trip to 
Snowbird which will be 
open through May.

The image of 
graduates and skiers 
started to occupy my 
mind. As I was getting 
off the lift, I thought 
that the evolution of 
competitive skiing might 
contain a useful lesson 
for the class of 2010.

This year, the 2010 
Winter Olympics were 
held in Vancouver. 
Didier Defago of 
Switzerland was the winner of the men’s 
downhill. Didier finished with a time of 
1 minute 54 seconds. Bode Miller of the 
United states came in third with at time 
of 1 minute 54 seconds. The 10th place 
finisher also finished with a time of 1 
minute 54 seconds. The 15th place finisher 
also finished with a time of 1 minute 54 
seconds. At the 2010 Olympics there was 
less than one second difference between 
first place and 15th place.

The first winter men’s downhill race 
was held during the 1948 Winter Olympic 
games. In 1948, four seconds separated the 
first-place downhill skier from the second; 
more than 13 seconds separated first 
place from 15th place. The 1948 downhill 
competition could have been timed on any 
cheap wrist watch with a second hand.

If the timers at 2010 Winter Olympics 
had to rely upon 1948 timing technology, 
the many Olympic events could not 
have been held because the competition 
among today’s athletes is so fierce that 
the difference between first and second is 
almost imperceptible. Today, you need a 
timer accurate to 1,000ths of a second to 
time events. 

This year, almost 3 million 
undergraduate and graduate degrees 
will be conferred in the United States. 
Even more degrees will be awarded by 
international colleges and universities. 
Because the economy has not fully 

recovered from the 2008 recession, the 
graduates of 2010 are facing a tough job 
market. Those planning to seek additional 
education will compete with talented 
students from across the United States 
and around the world. In this environment, 
the margin between success and failure is 
becoming smaller and smaller.

How can one college student set himself 
or herself apart from 
the other 18 million 
college students? 
Believe it or not, it isn’t 
that hard. Graduates 
can set themselves 
apart by doing some 
simple things.

Each year, the 
National Survey of 
Student Engagement 
(NSSE) is administered 
across hundreds of 
college campuses. The 
survey assesses many 
aspects of student 
behavior. The NSSE 

results provide some insight into what 
college students can do to distinguish 
themselves and gain a competitive 
advantage.

The most recent NSSE survey found that 
21 percent of college seniors have never 
read a single book they were not required 
to read for a class. Across the country, 23 
percent have never attended a concert, 
play or dance performance. Among current 
college seniors, 47 percent have never 
joined a club or organization.

Research shows that students who 
engage in the activities mentioned above 
are more likely to be successful in college. 
These students earn better grades and are 
more likely to graduate. More importantly, 
engaging in these activities in college is 
also likely to establish habits which may 
persist for a lifetime.

Olympic athletes know that almost 
everything they do is important — the 
hours they sleep, the things they eat, the 
exact time of day they practice. Being 
conscious of all of the details is critical to 
their success.

The graduating class of 2010 would be 
well served by focusing on the important 
elements of their daily lives, including 
things like reading a book, appreciating the 
arts, and participating in the civic fabric of 
the community. Many graduates won’t find 
the time do these things. For that reason, 
those that do will distinguish themselves.
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I have been so happy with 
the recent improvements 
to our new Harrisville City 
park! Thank you, so much to 
everyone who was involved 
in that process to make it 
come about. 

I especially want to 
thank Bruce Richins, who, 
I believe, was a major 
influence in upgrading our 
park. 

Thank you! I have enjoyed 
visiting there with my kids 
many times already and 
seeing them romp around 
on the new playground 

equipment. Our little park 
needed this badly! Now, we 
can further enjoy being over 
there! 

There’s also a new bridge 
that has recently been placed 
and, of course the track. 
Harrisville is a great city 
and I feel very thankful to be 
raising a family here. 

So, hats off to all who 
were involved in creating 
a better, more entertaining 
space to let our children 
play!

Tami Johnson
Harrisville

Improvements to Harrisville park appreciated

We believe it’s an excellent 
idea for the Ogden School 
District to have a policy 
that bans students and 

teachers from connecting socially on 
Web sites such as Twitter and Face-
book.

The Ogden district, according to 
spokesperson Donna Corby, is consid-
ering such a policy.

Unfortunately, as we see every year, 
there are those very few teachers who 
are predators intent on forming inap-
propriate or even criminal relation-
ships with students. The danger from 
these predators makes it good, sound 
policy to keep teachers and students 
from interacting as “friends,” whether 
it be texting, calling or chatting on 
these social network sites.

Teachers are role models, period. 
They are individuals who are respon-
sible for preparing youngsters for 
their adult lives. They must command 
respect to do that job effectively. Too 
much familiarity, even if there is no ill 
intent behind the “friendship,” harms 
a teacher’s ability to be an effective 
mentor.

Having said that, we see nothing 
wrong with students signing up for 
educational sites that educators offer 

on Facebook, Twitter, etc. The Weber 
School District allows these types of 
networks. So long as they are properly 
monitored by authorities and the sites 
do function as learning tools, we hope 
they continue to be used.

The Davis School District does not 
have a specific ban on social sites, but 
has a clear “Ethical conduct for pro-
fessional educators” provision that 
prohibits “inappropriate contact in any 
communication” between educators 
and students.

The Ogden district is closely watch-
ing a proposed policy in the Granite 
School District that would also ban per-
sonal communication between students 
and teachers on online social sites with 
a loophole for educational relation-
ships. 

“We applaud Granite for stepping 
out, and we look forward to reading its 
policy,” Corby said.

Parents send their children to school 
trusting that the teachers and admin-
istrators their children interact with 
are authority figures, not pals. Children 
are still fragile in many ways. Educa-
tors earn respect by teaching them to 
be adults, not joining a still sometimes 
immature teen on a personal Facebook 
page.

Teachers, students not pals

The few, the happy few

I agree with the recent 
viewpoint columns in 
the Standard-Examiner 
authored by Lynn Hansen 
and Allison Barlow Hess 
(March 27, “Obama, Reid, 
Pelosi deserve our thanks,” 
and April 5, “Utah’s states’ 
rights message will fall on 
deaf ears”). 

Mandating health care 
for all citizens, with federal 
subsidies when appropriate, 
is the right thing to do. 
Personally, I have excellent 
health insurance. As a 
federal employee, I have 
access to the same plans 
as Orrin Hatch and Rob 
Bishop. 

In addition, I’m retired 
from the military, so the 
government also picks 
up most co-payments and 
deductibles not covered by 

my federal insurance plan. 
Unfortunately, 14 percent 
of the population is not so 
lucky and has no health 
insurance. 

Until the recent passage 
of health care legislation, 
neither the federal 
government nor Utah’s 
state government has been 
willing to address this 
crisis. While the current 
plan might not be perfect, 
it’s a start in the right 
direction. 

I haven’t been able to 
determine exactly what 
the new law means to me, 
but even if my premiums 
go up and I have reduced 
coverage, I’ll happily make 
that sacrifice for the good 
of all of our citizens.

Larry Mangum
Plain City

Helping others get health care is the right thing

I am 70 years old, and 
like most elderly people, 
am enjoying my retirement 
thanks to Social Security 
and Medicare. 

However, I am ashamed 
and disgusted with many of 
my generation who would 
deny affordable health 
coverage to others less 
fortunate. 

These people have 
“built their cabins” and 
do not want their health 
care resources diluted by 
others who can not afford 
coverage. 

These greedy folks show 
up for a Searchlight, Nev., 
Tea Party driving mobile 
homes with a pocket full of 
Social Security money and 
a Medicare card, and then 
have the unmitigated gall 
to rage against government 
programs designed to help 

the needy.
They claim to be 

righteous Christians, 
but seem to care nothing 
about the poor, the sick, 
the unemployed or people 
whose medical bills have 
caused them to lose their 
homes.

They claim to be 
educated, but will accept 
half-truths and malicious 
fabrications with no effort 
to determine their veracity. 
In the information age, 
there is no excuse for such 
intellectual laziness. 

Their ideology is like 
their religion. They believe 
what they want to believe 
and ignore all contrary 
claims. In essence, the cynic 
Philip Wylie would call them 
a generation of vipers.

Darwin Hunt
Ogden

Tea partiers are a ‘generation of vipers’

Sometimes I feel as though 
I have somehow slipped into 
an alternate reality. 

Many of the time-honored, 
traditional values I and many 
others, grew up with are now 
thought of as outdated or 
down-right evil. 

When a person takes a 
stand for what they believe is 
right, they are called racists, 
hate mongers, polarizing or 
even a danger to our country! 
Is this not America? Are we 
not guaranteed freedom of 
speech? 

What many are calling 
anger or hateful speech 
on the part of independent 
thinkers across this great 
land, I would call “righteous 
indignation!”

Should we not be indignant 
with the corruption at all 
levels of government? Should 
we not be indignant with the 
complete lack of honesty and 
integrity on the part of many 
of our leaders? Should we not 
be indignant with the flagrant 
disregard for our beloved 
Constitution? Should we not 
voice opposition to leaders 
who disregard their oath of 
office to preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitution?  
Should we not speak out 
against the continued insane 
spending or the signing into 
law of bills which are never 
read? 

This is not a matter of 
left versus right! It is right 
versus wrong! I hate to break 
it to you but right and wrong 
are polar opposites!

Cal McCrary
Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“It wasn’t long ago that 
protesting or speaking 
against George W. Bush 
policies got me labeled 
as a America hater and 
unpatriotic.  Apparently 
now anyone  opposing any 
and everything proposed 
or supported by President 
Obama is merely expressing 
“righteous indignation”.” — 
ihatethenewsite

It’s not hateful speech; it’s 
‘righteous indignation’




