
WASHINGTON 
— Hope is one thing, 
but even an optimist 

doesn’t jump in deep water 
with a heavy weight tied 
around his waist. That would 
be suicidal.

John McCain’s 
presidential campaign is 
faltering, and he surely has 
no death wish. So why is he 
tying himself to the unpopular 
Iraq war?

The senator from Arizona 
insists he backs the war 
because of principle and that 
he hasn’t considered political 
ramifications. He also says 
Democrats who want to 
end the war are politically 
motivated. Oh, really?

While polls do show 
most Americans want the 
war to end, opinion is split 
along party lines, with most 
Republicans still supporting 
the war.

McCain is reintroducing 
himself to the GOP faithful 
who will contribute to 
presidential campaigns now 
and turn out for primaries in 
nine or 10 months. The pro-
war message plays especially 
well in the early primary state 
of South Carolina.

“I understand the 
frustration caused by our 
mistakes in this war. I 
sympathize with the fatigue 
of the American people,” 
McCain said at Virginia 
Military Institute last week. 
“But I also know the toll a lost 
war takes on an army and a 
country. It is the right road. It 
is necessary and just.”

McCain is a canny 
politician, and he believes 
what he says about Iraq. But 
he’s willing to change.

Criticized earlier this 
month for a glowing report 
after a visit to Baghdad, he 
now tamps down expectations. 
He sees “the first glimmer” 
of progress and warns of 
the consequences of leaving 
too soon — a Middle East in 
flames, spiraling oil prices 
that wreck the U.S. economy, 
terrorists expanding their 

reach.
He wants to rekindle his 

image as a straight talker and 
connect with voters who are 
sick of the slick.

The Wall Street Journal 
called this “McCain’s 
Finest Hour” and said he’s 
demonstrating character. It 
may also be the best political 
strategy for the man once 
considered the front-runner. 
McCain’s fundraising lagged 
in the first quarter of the 
year, and a poll last week 
showed him behind both 
Rudolph Giuliani, former 
mayor of New York, and Fred 
Thompson, who hasn’t gotten 
in yet.

Taking a nationally 

unpopular stand on the war 
gives McCain a chance to 
reprise his 2000 role as a 
maverick who’s above petty 
politics.

“Let’s put aside, for a 
moment, the small politics of 
the day,” he said at VMI. “The 
judgment of history should be 
the approval we seek, not the 
temporary favor of the latest 
public opinion poll.”

His GOP rivals support 
the Iraq troop “surge,” but 
McCain stands out as a one-
man referendum on Iraq who 
also blasts Democrats.

E-mail Mercer, Washington 
bureau chief of Media General 
News Service, at mmercer@
mediageneral.com.

‘McCain’s finest hour’?

Understand this: I am not a 
woman and I don’t even play 
one on TV.

But a couple of news items about 
women — ironically airing within 
48 hours of each other last week 
— caught my attention, and probably 
yours, too.

The Rutgers University 
women’s basketball team held a 
news conference to lambaste radio 
“personality” Don Imus for remarks 
he made toward it. The remarks 
were labeled racist, sexist and 
demeaning, as they had, indeed, 
slapped broad, stereotypical and 
hurtful labels on the members of the 
team.

Understand this: I couldn’t agree 
more with the Rutgers team. I’ll go 
one step further and state that Imus 
should have been fired the same day. 
Not only for his words but for the 
hypocrisy involved. Have you seen 
this guy? He has the audacity to 
call another human being — man or 
woman — “rough looking”?

The irony continues as he makes 
fun of their hair. Again, have you 
seen this guy? He has to be one of 
the homeliest males ever to put on a 
pair of boxers. He looks like he took 
hairstyling lessons from Hobo School 
of Cosmetology, and he calls 20-year-
old women athletes “rough looking,” 
with “nappy hair”? He has a face for 
radio, for sure — too bad he doesn’t 
have the intellect.

I felt the Rutgers team leveled 
the playing field with their excellent 
orchestrated press conference. They 
accurately pointed out how cheap 
and objectifying the comments 
were to, not just black women, but 
all women. They were correct to 
present the comments as an affront 

to all females.
One question posed at the 

conference, however, was glossed 
over. One player was asked — and 
I’m paraphrasing now — why black 
women continue to accept a constant 
flow of demeaning and objectifying 
words from hip-hop music, while 
apparently abhorring the words and 
their meaning. The implication was 
obvious: Can black gangsta rappers 
say these things but commentators 
outside of the music industry cannot? 
Is misogyny exempted in the black-
dominated rap music industry? Can 
young African-American women 
accept being called “hos” as long as 
there is a beat behind it?

Understand this: I am not 
minimizing the despicable Imus act 
or asking for a more muted response. 
However, I will jump from the edge 
of my seat, I will silently cheer and 
my heart will lace with theirs when 
a collection of African-American 
women hold a press conference and 
outline one by one their hatred and 
hurt felt from a constant flow of self-
esteem-destroying hip-hop language. 
And, if they do, will CNN cover it?

The president of Bennett 
College, Johnnetta Cole, an African-
American woman, puts it this way: 
“I strongly believe that hip-hop is 
more misogynistic and disrespectful 
of black girls and women than other 
popular music genres …

“The lyrics and the images — and 
attitudes that undergird them — are 
potentially extremely harmful to 
black girls and women in a culture 
that is already negative about our 
humanity, our sexuality and our 
overall worth …

“What value can there be 
in descriptions of black girls 
and women as ‘bitches,’ ‘hos,’ 
‘skeezers,’ ‘freaks,’ ‘gold diggers,’ 
‘chickenheads’ and ‘pigeons’? 
What could possibly be the value 
to our communities to have rap 
music videos that are notorious for 
featuring half-clothed young black 
women gyrating obscenely and 

functioning as backdrops, props and 
objects of lust for rap artists who 
sometimes behave as predators?”

Maybe the Rutgers players 
didn’t get a chance to watch the 
Black Entertainment Television 
network’s infamous “Uncut” video 
show before it was pulled from the 
air a few months ago. The program 
featured music videos in which 
nearly all the girls wore lingerie 
and performed, well, acrobatics. 
A common image shown as the 
repetitive beat pounded away was 
scantily clad black women spreading 
their legs while money was thrown 
toward their midsections. “Rip Tide,” 
an extremely popular rap record by 
the millionaire hip-hop artist Nelly, 
features a nearly nude black woman 
allowing Nelly to swipe a charge 
card down her buttocks as he grins 
and “sings” about what he wants.

Understand this: As important 

and timely and appreciated as the 
Rutgers response was, it was only 
a fig in a firestorm. Women, and 
black women in particular, are 
being demeaned by the producers 
of their own music in ways that 
cannot be fully described in a family 
newspaper.

Another news item to weave into 
this quilt of commonality was the 
vindication of the Duke lacrosse 
players. They were cleared last week 
of all charges related to a year-long 
charge of rape.

Understand this: These young 
men may be cleared of legal charges 
but they aren’t innocent. They hired 
two exotic dancers to come to their 
apartment and strip for them and 
their teammates. Innocent? Have I 
already used the word “objectify” too 
many times?

A third news item: An increasing 
number of women are being solicited 
or are volunteering as suicide 
bombers in Iraq. There have been 
seven documented cases of suicide 
bombings by women. That number 
is expected to rise. It seems Iraqi 
women are much less likely to be 
searched and have bulkier clothes to 
hide the implements of death. Male 
suicide bombers have been quoted as 
saying one reason they volunteer for 
the work is because of the 72 virgins 
waiting for them in heaven to reward 
them for their gallant work. So 
— help me here — how do the Iraqi 
women who commit such terrorism 
work into this fantasy?

Be it war, music or a party 
with the guys, no man — heck, no 
civilization — rises higher than 
the pedestal upon which he places 
women. Why can’t we understand 
this?

Treatment of women is a core issue

In a few weeks, more than 
1.4 million students will 
graduate with bachelor 

degrees from the nation’s 
colleges and universities. 
Most of the colleges and 
universities across the country 
strive to give their students 
an advantage over the 
competition as they compete 
for jobs or admittance into 
graduate school.

The quest for a competitive 
advantage is understandable. 
The global playing field 
has intensified competition. 
Today’s graduates will 
compete for jobs with the 
graduates from schools across 
the United States, and they 
will also face competition from 
highly educated professionals 
around the world.

Many universities are 
preparing their students 
for the demands of careers 
and post-graduate education 
through an undergraduate 
research experience.

Weber State University is 

rapidly becoming a national 
leader in this arena. During 
any week of the year, Weber 
State students can be found 
working alongside the best 
faculty conducting pure and 
applied research.

Kristena Kons is an 
example of one of the many 
WSU students engaged in 
undergraduate research. 
Working with psychology 
professor Lauren Fowler, 
Kristena pursued research 

focused on military 
personnel working 
late-night shifts at Hill 
Air Force Base and 
other military facilities. 
Fatigue-related 
accidents cost the 
Air Force $54 million 
annually and threaten 
homeland security.

Kristena studied 
13 military air 
traffic and weapons 
controllers working 
rapidly rotating shift 
work schedules, using 

a portable light-therapy 
device in a head visor. 
Fatigue measures were taken 
before and after the light 
treatment. Her research 
showed that exposure to 
bright light significantly 
reduced cognitive and 
physiological fatigue among 
the workers. Shift workers at 
Hill have incorporated fatigue 
countermeasures which 
Kristena found to be effective.

The significance of 

Kristena’s research led to her 
being selected to present at 
the National Posters on the 
Hill event in Washington, D.C., 
on April 25. Her project is 
one of only 60 selected from 
across the nation. This is the 
third consecutive year a WSU 
student has been selected for 
this prestigious competition, a 
distinction no other university 
in the state can claim.

Another student, WSU 
clinical laboratory science 
senior Michael McQuilkin, 
has worked closely with his 
instructor Travis Price and 
local hospitals to test for 
bacterial resistance in urinary-
tract infections, which cause 
millions of clinical visits every 
year. Michael’s research 
has shown that two of the 
most-prescribed antibiotics 
are largely ineffective and 
can actually worsen the 
condition. Michael’s findings 
are being distributed in the 
local and national health care 
communities to positively 

influence patient care.
This month, Michael’s 

research was recognized 
nationally at the National 
Conference of Undergraduate 
Research in San Francisco. As 
a result of his undergraduate 
research experience, Michael 
was recently offered a job at 
the renowned Mayo Clinic.

Northern Utah will have 
an opportunity to see an 
especially creative example 
of undergraduate research on 
April 25 at Perry’s Egyptian 
Theater in downtown Ogden. 
Issac Goeckeritz will premiere 
his new documentary film 
“Ogden: Junction City of the 
West.” Issac, a WSU geography 
major, worked with history 
professor Gene Sessions on 
the documentary film, which 
chronicles the vast changes 
that the Transcontinental 
Railroad brought to Ogden. 
Issac worked three years 

pulling together archival film 
and photographs, along with 
personal narratives, to tell the 
story of the importance in the 
19th and 20th centuries of the 
railroad in Ogden. Issac plans 
to seek an internship with the 
filmmaker Ken Burns.

These are just three 
examples of undergraduate 
research. More than 3,000 
WSU graduates will receive 
their diplomas on May 3 at in 
the Dee Events Center. For 
many of these graduates, 
a meaningful part of their 
undergraduate experience 
will have been the opportunity 
to work side-by-side with a 
dedicated faculty member. 
These students will hit the 
ground running. Their WSU 
education has prepared them 
to compete successfully, and 
their experience will benefit 
them and the communities in 
which they live.

Hit the ground running
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DECOMPRESSION

STICKER SHOCK?
If cost is the only thing keeping you from 
back pain decompression treatment,
Call us. We have the same treatment at a 
FRACTION OF THE COST.

Call

Health & Wellness Clinic
(801) 544-4333
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MANY THINGS
HAVE CHANGED 
OVER THE PAST 

79 YEARS.
Our location isn’t one of them.

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu
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