
Having grown up 
in Arkansas, I am 
intrigued when I 

find connections between 
my home state and Utah, my 
adopted home for the past 
26 years. One of the more 
curious connections between 
Arkansas and Utah is a 
gentleman named William 
“Coin” Harvey. Harvey was 
a businessman and a tireless 
promoter in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Harvey 
lived in both Arkansas and 
Ogden. 

He pursued peculiar 
schemes for economic 
development in both states.

Monte Ne, in Northwest 
Arkansas, was intended to be 
Harvey’s final and enduring 
monument. In the 1920s, 
Harvey became convinced 
that modern civilization was 
doomed. At Monte Ne, he set 
out to construct a pyramid 
to preserve relics of the 20th 
century. The pyramid would 
contain a variety of artifacts 
including a small library 
hermetically sealed in glass.

The discovery of King 
Tut’s tomb in 1922 prompted 
a nationwide Egyptian fad. 
Thousands of people came 
to view Harvey’s efforts to 
construct a 20th century 
pyramid. Despite widespread 
interest, Monte Ne was not 
a financial success, and 

the monument was never 
completed. When I was a 
kid, my folks took us on road 
trips to see what remained 
of Harvey’s Monte Ne. We 
climbed over steps and 
benches made of Portland 
cement, which were once 
intended to be the base of 
a massive pyramid. I still 
have a photo of my great- 
grandfather Mack sitting 
with me on one of Monte Ne’s 
cement benches when I was 
about 9 years old.

Harvey’s connections 
to Ogden preceded Monte 
Ne by about 30 years. He 
came to Ogden in the late 
19th century and lived in 
a house at 2671 Jefferson 
Ave. which still stands. 
After arriving in Ogden, 
Harvey decided that Ogden’s 
economy needed his help. 
He worked with a coalition 

of economic boosters 
seeking to bring 
national attention to 
Ogden. In the end, 
they decided to host 
a grand carnival 
— an Ogden Mardi 
Gras like the Mardi 
Gras in New Orleans. 
Records of the event 
are somewhat sketchy, 
but a former Utahn, 
Stephen W. Hales, 
who has lived in New 
Orleans for more 

than 40 years, has carefully 
researched the history of 
Ogden’s Mardi Gras in a 
paper titled “The Rocky 
Mountain Carnival.”

Harvey and his fellow 
promoters didn’t scrimp 
on Ogden’s Mardi Gras. To 
establish Ogden’s Mardi Gras 
they enlisted the famous 
Rex Organization, which 
was established in 1872 
in New Orleans and still 
presides over the Mardi Gras 
celebration. In 1890, the Rex 
Organization was looking to 
expand the Mardi Gras to 
the West, and Harvey and his 
fellow Ogden promoters were 
successful in persuading Rex 
to bring the Mardi Gras to 
Ogden.

In June 1890, the King 
of the Mardi Gras, called 
King Rex, and his entourage 
of royalty, along with 

community leaders and 
specially decorated carnival 
floats, boarded an elaborately 
decorated train in New 
Orleans. Their destination 
was Union Station in Ogden. 
They were ready to party. 
Ogden was more than willing 
to host the party.

On the evening of July 
3, gallons of champagne 
flowed at the King’s banquet 
in downtown Ogden. The 
following evening saw a 
parade witnessed by 13,000 
onlookers and a grand ball 
where 2,000 partygoers 
danced the night away.

By some measures, the 
Ogden Mardi Gras was a 
huge success. It brought 
thousands of people to 
the city and there was a 
celebration unlike any Utah 
had seen before, or would 
see again. The citizens of 
Salt Lake, who initially 
ridiculed the idea, became 
convinced that the event 
would be successful and tried 
to exploit Ogden’s Mardi 
Gras at the last minute by 
proclaiming Salt Lake as 
the port of entry for the 
celebration.

Unfortunately, Ogden’s 
Mardi Gras suffered from 
a fatal flaw common to 
many of Harvey’s schemes: 
It had a serious cash-flow 
problem. Fancy floats, 

elaborate costumes and 
fine champagne cost a lot 
of money. The glorious 
celebration had been fueled 
by massive infusions of 
cash. Harvey and the Ogden 
promoters threw a great 
party, but they were less than 
diligent about generating 
revenue sufficient to cover 
the expenses. Ogden’s Mardi 
Gras lost money. Harvey, 
seeking to cover the expenses 
of the celebration, sold off 
many of his assets, including 
his home on Jefferson 
Avenue. He left Ogden, and 
after several years and a 
series of moves, settled in 

Northwestern Arkansas.
Today, Feb. 20, is Fat 

Tuesday, the last day before 
the onset of Lent. If you 
check the news channels 
tonight, you may see 
thousands of revelers filling 
the streets in New Orleans. 
You might consider raising 
a toast to them. Ogden 
has something special 
to celebrate. For a brief 
moment, Ogdenites were 
linked with the citizens of 
New Orleans in hosting 
an official Mardi Gras 
sanctioned by the Rex 
Organizations. No other city 
can say the same.

For one brief moment in time, Fat Tuesday was in Ogden
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This educational 
section
introduced 
readers to a wide 
variety of maps 
- From treasure 

maps to park maps, seating plans, 
giving and following 
directions, and 
computing distance.

For your sponsorship of the 
Map Skills Section
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The Standard-Examiner Newspapers in Education program places 
newspapers – the most current textbook available – 
in classrooms throughout the Top of Utah at no cost 

to the students. To order your classroom 
copies, please call 625-4425.
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Back Pain?
Davis & Weber County 
Residents – According to a recently 
released back pain relief report, most 
back pain sufferers have no idea how 
to eliminate their pain. Some use heat, 
others ice. From sleeping on the floor, to 
pillows underneath the legs, back pain 
relief techniques vary. But thanks to a free 
report, local back pain sufferers finally 
know exactly what to do. To get a copy of 
the free “Back Pain Relief Report,” call 
toll-free, 1-800-754-2013 (toll-free, 24-
hour recorded message), or go to 
www.utahdiscpainreport.com
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DECOMPRESSION

STICKER SHOCK?
If cost is the only thing keeping you from 
back pain decompression treatment,
Call us. We have the same treatment at a 
FRACTION OF THE COST.

Call

Health & Wellness Clinic
(801) 544-4333

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

I am in favor of Senate 
Bill 190 — “Animal Cruelty 
Offenses” — before they start 
canning Americans for pet 
food.

People have gotten away 
for years with torturing and 
killing people they deemed to 
be animals on closed-circuit 
TV and the Internet.  

It should be a felony just as 
killing your neighbor would be. 

Stephanie Maranhao
Ogden

Torturing animals 
should be a felony

Recently, the Utah 
House Business and Labor 
Committee approved a bill 
that they say “levels” the 
playing field with the Utah 
Clean Indoor Air Act by 
moving the implementation 
date of the act for fraternal 
organizations from January 
2007 to January 2009, the 
date set for all other bars and 
private clubs in Utah.

By doing this, fraternal 
clubs feel they will no longer 
be at a business disadvantage. 
Even so, we know their 
employees and patrons will be 
exposed to the extreme health 
risks of secondhand smoke 24 
months longer than expected.

The Clean Indoor Air Act 
shouldn’t be an impediment 
to business by having 
different implementation 
dates. However, we cannot 
support extended exposure to 
secondhand smoke.

Therefore, the 
implementation date for the 
Clean Indoor Air Act for 
all bars, private clubs and 
fraternal organizations should 
be moved up to immediately 
following the 2007 legislative 
session, not to 2009.

Accordingly, inequitable 
business advantages will be 
eliminated. Most importantly, 
employees and patrons of 
all private clubs, bars and 
fraternal organizations in 
our state will be immediately 
spared from exposure to 
deadly secondhand smoke, 
which really should have been 
the effect of the Clean Indoor 
Air Act all along.

Steven N. Gange, M.D.
Utah Cancer                     

Action Network
Salt Lake City
Michael Siler

Scott Thompson
American Cancer Society

Salt Lake City

Don’t change date for 
Clean Indoor Air Legislators are elected to 

a position of trust by people 
who pay the tax money that 
supports them.

They have begun to 
believe they are smarter, 
more qualified, more 
dignified and far superior to 
the rest of us. They believe 
they are owed something and 
if that something comes from 
a company that wants them 
to pass uniquely targeted 
legislation, they think it’s all 
right.

I’m one of those taxpayers 
who elected them, and it 
is not all right. It is not all 
right to exchange campaign 
donations for votes that 
would leave a company 
without oversight. They’ve 
sold themselves. It’s not all 
right to introduce legislation 
so that a company’s paid 
lobbyists can access them, 
while the rest of us can’t.

When they spend our 
money but deny us input, 

they’ve forgotten who 
employs them. It’s not all 
right to introduce legislation 
that helps them in their 
“other” job. That steals the 
taxpayers’ trust for personal 
gain.

Let me, a voter, remind 
legislators who elected 
them and why. They were 
not elected to write and 
pass laws that help their 
personal business and those 
who bought their campaign. 
A donation that comes so 
encumbered should be 
refused. It is immoral. A 
company that needs to 
buy their vote should be 
scrutinized, not supported.

When legislators go to 
work at the Legislature, they 
should remember me and the 
others who gave them that 
job. 

We hired them and we can 
fire them.

Kathy Vaux
Ogden

 Not all right to trade donations for votes

Why is our Legislature still 
taking from state employees? 
These employees are hard-
working and have been taking 
pay cuts for years. One reason 
there is so much money now is 
because employees have been 
forced to go without for several 
years.

True, a small raise was 
granted last year. It didn’t 
make up for the years when 
employees did not get a raise 
and had increases in costs for 
benefits. These employees 
experienced the same tax, 
medical, food, gas and housing 
increases. Their cost of living 
went up and pay went down. 
State employees lost the 
retirement option of using 
earned sick leave to pay for 
health insurance. Yes, I said 
“earned” and “pay.” This wasn’t 
free.

These are reasons why Utah 

has a large surplus. Legislators 
refuse to give up their free 
lifetime health insurance 
after retirement. They 
never consider eliminating 
their yearly raise, which is 
substantially higher than what 
they bestow on state employees. 
Lawmakers are not giving 
back to the employees who 
they have been taking from 
for years. They are looking to 
take more away. House Bill 377 
will hurt employees. It needs 
to be stopped. This same bill 
continues to give legislators 
and the governor, the same 
retirement benefit they receive 
now. It’s time that the Utah 
government stop taking from 
the poor and giving to the rich. 
They should start handing 
out some of what they are so 
willing to take.

Marné Bowden
Roy

State employees hurt by HB 377
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