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On StandardNET:

DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times columnist 
says that former GOP presi-
dential candidate Sen. John 
McCain is being what he al-
most always is, a Republican 
partisan.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

A legal resolution to the dis-
pute between organizers of 
an ethics initiative and Re-
publican state office holders 

over whether online petition signa-
tures are legal needs to be resolved 
quickly. If the Utah Supreme Court 
needs to make the final call, the pro-
cedure must be hurried in order to 
allow those who have signed online 
petitions adequate time to sign paper 
petitions.

In our opinion, online petition gath-
ering should be legal. The method 
has been used for a decade in state 
government business and it is easy 
to check the online signatures with 
voting records. In January, several 
groups seeking to put various initia-
tives on the ballot started gather-
ing online signatures. One of those 
groups was Utahns for Ethical Gov-
ernment, which is seeking 95,000 sig-
natures to enact ethical reforms on 
the behavior of Utah lawmakers. The 
Republican leadership in the Legis-
lature strongly opposes these ethics 
reforms, which include a ban on gifts 
and an independent ethics commis-
sion that has some teeth.

This year there have been sev-
eral ethics-related measures moving 
through the Legislature sponsored by 
Republicans. While they are a small 

improvement on past years’ efforts, 
they are essentially cosmetic mea-
sures. For example, there is no blan-
ket ban on gifts, a proposed indepen-
dent ethics commission is essentially 
toothless, and a proposed ban on 
pricy meals has a loophole that would 
allow groups of legislators free 
meals. The UEG initiative would end 
these abuses. It would restore ethics 
to a Legislature that for too long has 
tolerated standards that most would 
shun in their personal or professional 
lives.

Last week, Utah Lt. Gov. Greg 
Bell, acting on the advice of Utah’s 
Attorney General Mark Shurtleff, re-
jected the online petitions. Both Bell 
and Shurtleff are Republicans. The 
state Republican Party has already 
officially opposed the UEG ethics ini-
tiative. This has become a battle be-
tween the status quo and a grassroots 
effort to bring reform to our state’s 
political system. Those currently in 
power will fight it every step of the 
way. In fact, if the initiative gets on 
the ballot and passes, we expect a 
court challenge.

The Utah Supreme Court is the 
right venue to decide whether online 
signatures are allowable. We hope 
the justices will make a quick deci-
sion.

Hear petition appeal quickly

In his 2010 State of the State speech, 
Governor Herbert spoke of the 
efforts of one university to stimulate 

the economic development of Utah. The 
university recognized by the governor was 
Weber State University.

Herbert said: “Utah’s aerospace and 
defense-related industries generate 
billions of dollars in revenue annually and 
employ tens of thousands of Utahns across 
the state in high-paying 
jobs. This is good — but 
we can do even better. 
Private and public 
leaders have teamed 
up with Weber State 
University to increase 
the size of the aerospace 
industry in Utah. By 
focusing on workforce 
needs in this area, 
we will develop the 
talent and innovation 
necessary to become the 
premier player in the 
aerospace industry.” 

While such 
recognition is always welcome, many 
people in Northern Utah may be unaware 
of the specific efforts alluded to by 
Governor Herbert. In fact, even some 
people on the WSU campus may be largely 
unfamiliar with the university’s work with 
the aerospace sector.

Utah’s aerospace and defense industry 
employs more than 42,000 workers 
statewide and has combined revenues 
of $5.2 billion. The Aerospace Cluster 
Project is a partnership between leading 
aerospace firms, the Governor’s Office 
of Economic Development, the Utah 
Department of Work Force Services, Grow 
Utah Ventures and Weber State University. 

WSU led the project and acted as the 
primary facilitator. The focus of the 
initiative was to develop specific strategies 
to increase the economic impact of Utah’s 
aerospace sector with special attention 
directed toward the contribution higher 
education can make through education and 
research.

WSU’s Utah Center for Aeronautical 
Innovation and Design serves the 
aerospace sector by conducting applied 
scientific and engineering research for 
aviation industry partners and their 
clients. Current research includes the use 
of lasers to strengthen metal, improving 
aviation headsets and assessing the causes 
of failure for critical aircraft components.

While WSU’s research efforts are 
significant, the university’s chief 
contribution to economic development 
is through the education of students 
who contribute to business and industry. 
Recent promotions of two of our alumni 
serve as prime examples.

In December, Craig Trewet was 
appointed director of Boeing’s Salt 
Lake site. Prior to his new assignment, 

Trewet held a variety 
of positions with 
Boeing in Seattle. 
Trewet earned his 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in mechanical 
engineering technology 
from WSU in 1990.

Just this month, 
Mark DeYoung was 
named as the new 
president and CEO of 
Alliant Techsystems 
(ATK). DeYoung has 
been with ATK for 
25 years. DeYoung 
received his bachelor’s 

degree in business from Weber State 
University in 1983. 

While not every WSU graduate will 
become a CEO or plant manager for 
a Fortune 500 company, Trewet and 
DeYoung represent a hallmark of a WSU 
education. WSU’s College of Applied 
Science & Technology and John B. 
Goddard School of Business & Economics 
graduate more than 800 students each 
year. These graduates are well educated, 
critical thinking citizens who are familiar 
with local business and industry needs 
and prepared to take on meaningful 
professional roles in supporting industrial 
partners.

Having access to a well-educated 
workforce is critical for Utah’s future. The 
Utah Technology Council estimates there 
are at least 1,000 current engineering and 
computer science job openings in Utah and 
that there will be well over an additional 
1,000 job openings in 2010. WSU is striving 
to help fill this need.

The aerospace industry is just one 
example of how WSU partners with local 
business and industry to meet workforce 
needs. WSU graduates are found in 
leadership positions in the arts, science, 
health care, education and community-
based, non-profit organizations. DeYoung 
and Trewet are two shining examples out 
of thousands.

Providing leadership and leaders Car crashes remain the 
leading cause of death of Utah 
children ages one to eight. 

Lawmakers are cognizant 
of this tragic problem and 
enacted a booster seat 
law in 2008. But, a few 
are backsliding on their 
commitment to children’s 
safety despite evidence that 
the law is having a positive 
impact. According to the 
Utah Highway Safety Office, 
booster seat use has increased 
among young children. 

And, Primary Children’s 
Medical Center’s emergency 
department reports seeing 
fewer children who need 
to be admitted for injuries 
resulting from a car crash 
since passage of the law. 
HB113 is attempting to 
repeal the booster seat law 
when children are traveling 
distances less than four miles 
from home. 

This doesn’t make sense; 
homes and neighborhoods are 
not accident-free zones. Young 
children not using booster 
seats are at a greater risk of 
being seriously injured or 
killed whether they are four 
miles or 40 miles away from 
home.

Utah pediatricians urge 
lawmakers to stand firm 
on their commitment to 
children’s safety and oppose 
HB113.  In a crash, young 
children can slide underneath 
the shoulder strap and hit 
their heads on their knees or 
the inside of the vehicle. The 
seat belt can cut into their 
abdomen or the shoulder strap 
can injure their neck or spinal 
cord. Children using booster 
seats are four times less likely 
to suffer head, spinal cord, and 
abdominal injuries in a crash.

Opposing HB113 will let 
parents know how much we 
value their children’s safety.

Jeffrey C. Schmidt, MD, 
FAAP

past president
American Academy  

of Pediatrics
Utah chapter

Sandy

Oppose HB113 to 
repeal seat law

The Feb. 2 news article, 
“Ogden may act on payday 
loans,” brings to light Ogden 
city’s efforts to over-regulate an 
already well-regulated business. 

Cash advance lenders have 
been providing short-term 
loans for over a decade with 
terms that their customers 
find reasonable and cheaper 
than other alternatives. The 
regulator of payday lenders, 
Utah’s Department of Financial 
Institutions, often reports it 
receive only 25 complaints (the 
majority of which come from 
Internet lenders) a year from 
this industry that handled more 
than 1 million transactions in 
Utah last year. 

Some members of the city 
council believe this ordinance 
is not intended to discriminate 
against short-term lenders; 
that is absurd. If the city 
government’s primary issue 
with cash advance lenders is 
the fees assessed by lenders 
(generally $15 to $20 per $100 
borrowed), then Ogden should 
impose the same proposed 
restrictions on all financial 
institutions that charge the 
same as, or more than payday 
lenders. 

A 2009 study by the FDIC 
shows that overdraft fees 
are four to seven times more 
expensive than payday loans. 
Credit unions that charge 
overdraft and nonsufficient 
funds fees greater than $15 

should be forced to hang 
signs in their lobbies telling 
consumers that Ogden city 
believes consumers should seek 
alternative forms of short-term 
financing instead of utilizing 
overdraft protection and 
the fees associated with that 
service.  

The push for this ordinance 
has not come from concerned 
residents of Ogden, rather 
a socialistic ACORN-type 
organization, the Coalition of 
Religious Communities. This 
group has duped the council 
into believing that there are 
serious issues with short-term 
loan providers, when indeed 
the facts show otherwise. The 
folly of the council to allow the 
coalition to draft its proposed 
ordinance should be troubling to 
residents. 

Ordinances that 
unconstitutionally target legal 
and legitimate businesses often 
land municipalities in court 
defending poorly implemented 
public policy. 

Ogden city should abandon 
its current attempt to 
excessively regulate short-term 
lenders and look to work with all 
parties to develop a reasonable 
policy involving all institutions 
that provide short-term 
financial solutions.

Richard Rawle, President
Utah Consumer  

Lending Association
Salt Lake City

Ogden shouldn’t restrict payday lenders

The Obama administration 
is to be complimented on their 
way of raising revenue “without 
raising taxes.” 

Its idea of “fleecing the 
flock” while the flock feels they 
have been given extra benefits 
is a crafty back-room venture 
not unlike the person who cut 
off one of their blankets and 
sewed it onto the other end to 
make it longer. 

Except the administration 
took a section of the blanket out 
while we were not watching. 
Is this trick a “Judas Goat” to 
give the flocks a sense of well 
being? Their idea of reducing 
the withholding from wages and 
retirements during the year, 
but not reducing the flock’s tax 
burden at the end of the year 
to some seemed like they were 
getting a raise in their monthly 
check. 

However, most households 
are, of necessity, a “more-than-
one-income” household, and 
when the total incomes are 
added together on the 2009 tax 

form, the combined incomes 
put the flock into higher tax 
brackets and demand higher 
taxes.  

The administration now 
demands the same amount 
of tax at the end of the year. 
Here is the cleverly crafted, 
additional tax generator they 
“back-doored” the flock with: 
Now, because  sufficient tax was 
not withheld during the year, the 
flock’s tax burden has not been 
reduced commensurate with 
the lower tax withheld during 
the year. 

Now the flocks must pony 
up the “penalty” for failing to 
have enough withheld — pretty 
slick. No “tax increase” but 
we pay more income tax. Is 
this a part of the “change” and 
“transparency” and “openness” 
of the Obama administration? 
If it is, Obama can keep “the 
change” and lets get back to 
honest (if there is such a thing) 
politics.

Kay Hargis
Roy

Obama’s ‘no tax increase’ lacked transparency




