
On a cold day in January 
many Ogden residents 
opened their homes 

to friends and relatives who 
needed to take a shower. The 
occasion for their generosity 
was a break in a major water 
main which left more than 
4,000 Ogden homes without 
water for three days.

Ogden’s water system is 
in extremely poor condition. 
After decades of neglect, it will 
take more than $50 million to 
fix the city’s water and sewer 
systems. Ogden residents will 
likely experience a few more 
problems before the renovation 
of the system is complete.

Unfortunately, Ogden’s 
water problem connotes a 
larger and more systemic 
problem extending beyond the 
Top of Utah. For many years, 
our nation has largely ignored 
the infrastructure which 
provides us with many critical 
services.

The nation’s bridges are 
in dire need of repair. Last 
August, a Minnesota bridge 
collapsed during rush hour, 
dropping dozens of cars into the 
Mississippi River and killing 13 
people. The American Society 
of Civil Engineers estimates 
that as many as 30 percent of 
all bridges in the United States 
have structural problems.

The same group indicates 
that many of the nation’s 
schools suffer from structural 

problems. Many of the 
country’s dams are deficient, 
and the failure of these dams 
could cause significant property 
damage and loss of life. The 
power grid that delivers our 
electricity needs renovation.

How did we arrive at this 
sorry state of affairs? Much 
of the answer can be found 
in the fable of the ant and the 
grasshopper. You probably 
remember the story. The ant 
spent his summer diligently 
storing food to get through the 
cold winter months. In contrast, 
the grasshopper spent his 
summer dancing and playing 
and ridiculing the hard-working 
ant. When winter came, the 
ant had plenty to eat, but the 
grasshopper starved.

At one time, our nation 
valued the virtues of the 
ant. Our country devoted a 
significant amount of time and 

energy to investing in 
an infrastructure which 
would serve our needs 
for decades to come. 
Ogden High School, 
which was built in 1938, 
is an architectural 
testament to the 
wisdom of investing 
for the future. On a 
larger scale, the Utah 
Construction Company, 
which began in Ogden, 
built the Hoover Dam 
in the 1930s. When 
the Hoover Dam was 

completed, it was the largest 
source of electrical power in 
the world, and the dam still 
sends electricity to millions of 
people in Arizona, Nevada and 
Southern California. 

There are countless other 
examples of infrastructure 
investments made in the 1930s, 
’40s and ’50s which are still 
being used today.

Regrettably, we are 
rapidly becoming a nation of 
grasshoppers. In recent years, 
politicians have lacked the 
necessary will to invest for the 
future.

In large part, the inaction of 
politicians simply reflects the 
wishes of the electorate who, 
like the grasshopper, would 
rather enjoy today instead 
of saving and investing for 
tomorrow. The “live-for-today” 
attitude is reflected at both the 
ballot box and in the savings 

habits of consumers.
During the 1980s, the 

personal savings rate in the U.S. 
averaged 9 percent. During 
the 1990s, the savings rate 
dropped to 5.2 percent. For the 
first half of this decade, the 
personal savings rate was only 
1.9 percent. In recent months, 
the rate has been negative, 
meaning individuals’ total 
spending exceeded their total 
savings.

Looking beyond the 
economic statistics you can 
see plenty of evidence that the 
nation is losing its will to save. 
The propensity to spend for 
today is found in the growth 

of “quick cash” and “payday 
loans” outlets. It is found 
in the high rate of personal 
bankruptcy. It lies at the heart 
of the current sub-prime loan 
debacle.

Other countries are not 
following the same path. The 
personal savings rate in China 
is 30 percent. If you have 
recently traveled to China, 
or spoken to someone who 
has, you know that China is 
investing for the future by 
constructing roads, airports, 
schools, water projects and 
power plants.

History has shown that 
countries that invest for the 

future experience a rising 
standard of living and greater 
political influence in the 
global arena. Countries that 
eschew saving and investment 
experience a decline in 
their economic fortunes and 
geopolitical power.

The fable of the ant and 
grasshopper ends with the 
grasshopper knocking on the 
ant’s door and begging for help. 

If our nation doesn’t 
change its patterns of saving 
and investment, including 
investments in infrastructure, 
we may find ourselves knocking 
on the door of a more prudent 
country, with our hat in hand.

Are you an ant or a grasshopper?
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Gary Holland, MD
Hospice Services
Hospice For Utah
5742 South Adams Avenue
Parkway, Suite C
Ogden, UT 84405
621-6642 • www.hospice4utah.com

Q. What is hospice?

A. Hospice is a program of compassionate, family-centered
care. It allows the patient with a terminal illness to remain
at home, in greater control of his or her life, surrounded by
the people and things that give life meaning. The physical,
emotional, and spiritual aspects of terminal disease affect
everyone in the home. Hospice care serves the entire
family, not just the patient, and continues after death with
bereavement support. Hospice concentrates on making
patients as pain-free and comfortable as they want to be so
they can make the most of the time that remains. We believe
quality of life to be as important as length of life.

Hearing Zone – Audiology & Hearing Aids
Newgate Mall, Ogden – 612-0202
70 S. Fairfield #10, Layton – 444-0300
973 S. Main, Brigham City – 723-2727
www.hearingzone.net

Dave Robinson, Doctor of Audiology

Audiology

Q. What are “open” hearing aid fittings?

A. Open fittings are new technology in hearing aids that
keep the ear canal very open. They have been an excellent
advancement which allows for a much more natural sounding
hearing aid. Many patients report that open fittings are
discreet, easy to wear, and very comfortable. Also, they can
be programmed to your hearing loss in minutes and then fit
enabling a quick “real life” demonstration. This type of fitting
is not designed for every hearing loss and your hearing care
professional can show you the styles, types, and prices that will
best meet your needs.

Jennifer Calder, RPh
Pharmacy
Canyon View/Peterson Pharmacies
1159 E. 12th Street
Ogden, UT
334-3190

Q. Why is it important to take medications as directed every
day?

A. Antibiotic resistance! An antibiotic should be taken for
the full course even if you feel better sooner. This means you
shouldn’t have to visit the doctor or take medicine more often
that is necessary. It is very important to take blood pressure
and other heart medications consistently. Even though you
may nor feel a direct benefit, you are decreasing your chances
of long-term complications. To help organize and dispense
meds there are containers available in various sizes. We also
provide a Mediset filling/delivery service for those who need
assistance. If you have any questions please call us or drop by
for your free wallet card to organize your medication list.

Utah Digestive Health Institute
6028 S. Ridgeline Drive 1660 W. Antelope Drive
Suite 201 Suite 320
South Ogden, UT 84405 Layton, Utah 84041
475-5400 • www.udhi.org 773-2268 • www.udhi.org

Nathan McBride, PA-C
Gastroenterology

Q. How can I get my friend to get a screening colonoscopy?

A. Coaching from a friend who has been there can help people go
through with a first-time colonoscopy. One-third of patients who schedule
a screening colonoscopy through their primary care physician do not keep
their appointment for a variety of reasons, according to a study at the
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. Regular colonoscopies
are recommended beginning at age 50 to screen for colorectal cancer.
But worries about the preparation, pain, or modesty prevent many people
from getting this lifesaving exam. According to Dr. Barbara Turner, who
conducted the study, she found if a friend or colleague coached the patient,
explaining about the prep and the procedure at least two weeks prior to
their appointment, they were twice as likely to keep their appointment. So,
the best answer to your question is to explain the prep and procedure to
your friend. Coach them in scheduling an appointment. Offer to go with
them when they have the colonoscopy. You may be saving their life.

Kimberly Merrill
Window Tinting
Tint Wizard
2108 S. 1100 W. #1
Ogden, UT 84401
627-9757

Q. I’m aware that window tint blocks heat, but what if I
like the heat coming through in the winter to help heat my home? How do
you combat that?

A. That is a great question! In climates such as ours where we have
such harsh winters, we like to use a film that is a little bit lighter than we
would use in climates such as Arizona or Florida. What this does is, it
blocks up to 75% of the heat in the summer, but still allows some of the
solar heating to warm up the home in the wintertime. It’s the best of both
worlds. Our Elite line also has an extra layer of film that is rated for the “U”
factor. It is used to insulate our windows for the extreme cold weather. So
a “darker” film is not necessarily the best film for home use in our climate.
And, in many cases, a “darker” film may void some of the manufacturer’s
warranties. If you would like more explanation, free film samples or a
free in-home estimate, please call us and let us come out and assist you
further and answer any additional questions you may have.

Laura South
StandardNET
Standard-Examiner
332 Standard Way
Ogden, UT 84412-2790
625-4346

Q. I was at the Business Expo and saw the Demonstration
on Spotted. What is Spotted?

A. Spotted – Where the focus is on you, is the new
interactive Web site that StandardNET has introduced. It is
a local social photo networking Web site designed for you
– The Top of Utah. You Spotted – Allows individuals to post
photos, even set up galleries of their creative work or events,
personal photos of your baby, family vacation, or your son’s
football game. Users go to www.standard.net, click on the
logo Spotted, set up an account and start sharing photos.
For more information, call 625-4346.
Go see if you’ve been Spotted.

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
MVAUGHAN@Weber.edu

In response to the 
Standard-Examiner’s 
Feb. 3, “Keeping tabs 

on UTA,” the Utah Transit 
Authority and members of 
its board of trustees from 
Box Elder, Davis and Weber 
counties would like to clarify 
several points featured in 
the editorial and provide 
a more comprehensive 
perspective on the audit in 
general. The underlying 
purpose of any audit is to 
evaluate an organization’s 
practices and identify areas 
for improvement, and this 
audit was no exception. 
The legislative audit looked 
at several very specific 
elements of UTA’s operations, 
and identified areas for 
improvement. The UTA 
Board of Trustees and staff 
were very much aware of the 
issues raised by the audit, and 
we are pleased to report that 
improvements are already 
under way.

We also appreciate that 
the audit recognized several 
positive trends, such as: 
Transit growth is outpacing 
population and traffic growth, 
UTA’s cost-per-mile operations 
are among the lowest, that 
transit is having a positive 
affect on congestion and that 
UTA has been extremely 
effective at securing federal 
dollars.

Salary and bonus plan 
of the general manager: To 
understand how the board 
determines the salary of 
UTA’s general manager, one 
must understand transit 
funding. Nationally, transit 
systems compete for one pool 
of money from the Federal 
Transit Administration. With 
hundreds of transit projects 
in development across the 
country, the competition 
is fierce and the process 
is rigorous. UTA’s general 
manager and assistant 
general manager act as 
UTA’s main lobbyists on this 
front, and they have spent 
decades developing critical 
relationships with the federal 
government, elected officials 
and their staffs. 

As a result, the experience 
and reputation of UTA 
in Washington, D.C., has 
brought over $1.5 billion in 
discretionary federal money 
to Utah over the past decade. 
Building and maintaining 
these relationships with 
Washington in-house has 
saved local taxpayers 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars and greatly reduced 
the money spent on outside 
lobbyists. These savings 
help make it possible to 
expand the transit system 
enjoyed by Wasatch Front 
residents, as directed by the 
2015 plan of the Wasatch 
Front Regional Council. 
UTA’s top management has 

led the agency to complete 
every major capital project 
on time and on budget, 
thus further saving local 
taxpayers millions of dollars. 
Additionally, due to the 
experience of the general 
manager and assistant 
general manager, UTA’s total 
administrative overhead on 
its major projects is one-half 
to one-third of the industry 
average; this equates to tens 
of millions of dollars on a 
given project.

It is critical for UTA to be 
able to retain its talented top 
management and reduce the 
risk of losing these individuals 
to other transit agencies 
or to private consulting 
firms. Maintaining UTA’s 
top management team has 
literally saved Wasatch Front 
residents hundreds of millions 
of dollars, and remains a key 
goal of the board of trustees.

Board governance: The 
UTA Board of Trustees 
is appointed by the local 
government officials within 
the agency’s service area. 
As an extension of local 
government, UTA is directed 
by local elected officials 
collectively. These elected 
officials meet in the Wasatch 
Front Regional Council 
and do the political work of 
determining transportation 
projects, priorities and time 
frames. The UTA Board of 
Trustees then instructs the 
authority staff to make the 
projects happen, on time and 
on budget, and the board 
closely monitors the progress 
of every project.

The roles of the board and 
the role of the staff are well-
defined. Results of UTA staff 
work are monitored not only 
by the authority’s board, but 
are also scrutinized by the 
federal government, bond 
companies and state auditors. 
In fact, in the past decade 
UTA has undergone 86 audits, 
each of which was reviewed 
by the board.

Passenger counting 
system: Until last year, UTA 
used a random sampling 
method to count riders 
on TRAX. This method 
is inherently not 100 
percent accurate, but it is 
the industry standard for 
manually counting riders. 
Last year, UTA implemented 
an automated passenger 
counting system on TRAX. 
This technology is much more 
accurate than the previous 
method of manually counting 
riders, and reveals that TRAX 
ridership is still more than 
double the original projections 
and ridership continues to 
increase.

The UTA Board of Trustees 
demands a great deal from 
authority staff, and board 
members are constantly 
answering to elected officials 
— their appointing authorities 
— regarding the agency’s 
projects and programs. 

UTA and its board will 
continue to work hard to bring 

one of the country’s best, most 
successful transit systems to 
the Wasatch Front.

UTA board responds to editorial
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